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TO THE 
ight. Honorable” 
ARABELLA 
The Counteſſe. of 


NOTTINGHAM: 


Ri go Honorable, 
N vl N this Pr O- 


Jigall Age 

03% ot VVriters 

SN SSILwacrein e- 

very, man 

hooſeth. ſuch. Patro- 
ape to his Writings, 

is heart phanſieth, | 

I have raken the like 

bertie ( though Little. 

nOWNn tO your rH 070r ) 


both 


The Epijile 


both to ſet this enlar- 


ged Tranſlation of 
mine to the vicw-Of all 
good Chriſtians of this 
Nation, and your No- 
bly-rclt g10us eyes C- 
{pecially, I hope, be- 
cavlc it 1s not my pri 
vate fault, your Ho- 
70” Will euher {orget 
to eipieit, Or. gently 
_ it over, For i 

care ( by the ſweet 
tame atendsyour Lady- 
ſkip inall places) your 
precious ſoule hath 
practically learned , 
that the trueſt Nobility 
iS to feare and ſerve 


God 


ew v> wu rr WA 


a = 


ws 


ROSS ODOMASDYSM2 


Deaicatory. 


$94, whois the foun- 
taine of all Honour, - 
Nobility , and Glory. 
It 1s your God ( Ma- 
dam ) who deſigned 
you to place of quali- 
ty , and your gracious 
winning deportment | 
in the wayes of your 
well knowne Humil:i- 
ty made'me( inceed ) 
7 fhus hardy in my devo- 

ted tender of thus /z:tle 
Diall of a religious 
Chriſtianz where each 
of the twelve Signes 
will diſcover the pulle 
got a faithfull heart 
that can never want 


A} grounds F 


The Epiſtle 
grounds of Comfort 
and Content. The 
greateſt trouble theſe 
S1gnes will put your 
£70207 Unto, 15 tO per- 
aſe them. And as you 
ſhall find all,or any,to 
fort with the choice, 
and wel-dwelling gra- 
ces of your Seate;eall 
them your owne aud 
celight in them , for 
ey are Chriſtian,and 
Ly the favour of your 
gentle admiſſion, may 
prove - very comtor- 
rable in theſe tad times 
{o tull of diſtraction : 
An1thc carncſt prayer 

ot 


Deadicatory. 


df my heart, 15,thar' 
our Honors moſt 
appy ſoule may daily 
econfirmed and pro{- 
er by them. 


Yo ur Eon ors Ser- 


vant in (,briſt 


]Jesvs.. 


R.B. 
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TOTHE 
RE ADER: 


] Clogs of fleſh that 

hangs wper #s weighes 
down our ſpirits to that loW 
degree of baſeneſs,ar owning 
them ſo deepe in the Mud of 


worldly cares and holding 

thems ſo fat in the mire of 

unclean detiphts; that God 

out of . "3: compaſ510n 

t0#5,is oft timer pleaſed to 

draw our (oules npWward by 

a ſWeete and Irreſftable © 

Violence .. This he' ales | 

partlie by exhortations, - 

Ariſe and depart, for this Mie.2. 10,” % 
&-* is E- - 


Nim 22, 


To the Reader. 


1s not your Relt, and part- 
ly by afflists ms whereis he 
aeales with ns as he did by 
Pharach ard the A gypti- 
ans, he takes off our Chari- 
6t wheel. s,he ſtands in our 
way [as the Angel did in 
Balaams:]bo/ding ont in his 
mand the Svrord of this in- 
cenſ'd Inſtice, Whereby he 
ftrikes us With ſome Weak- 
ning Maladie or Sickyeſſe, 
loads us with jome Croſses. 
That thereby we -ay be 
weaned ' from the love. of 
Earthly pleaſures and. wou 
ro a delight in Heaven aud 
Heavenly things. Aud now 
becauſe When this wiper is 
upon our hand, when We are 
pinch'd With any extremity, 
er oppreſſed With adverſity 
{w# 


aid 


2 Yigg 
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To the Reader; 
Wee are apt to doe as Job 
did,take God for our enemy 
the way to ſweeten all our 
Sorrowes and to leſſen onr 
pain; Is to get aſſwrance 
of our Adoption , that Gad 
is our Father and Wee his 
Sonnes, eleFed by him, be- 
fere.all the worlds, to eter- 
ell Salvation ; Having got 
this faſt holdin Chriſt, be- 
ing. certainly perſwaded 
that our. names are written 


inthe Book of Life, we ſhall 


. FY, SY a) = ww m_ Y 


a) 


—_— 


Death in the Face cheere- 
fully, undergoe any affiitt- 
ing. torment paticntly, 
whilſt we know and are per- 
ſwaded - that through this 
wilderneſſe and Red Sea ; 
Þr are marching to a Cana, 

AN, 


DD =wg' %T Q TX a. vg 


Job 13.24. 


Rejoyce in Tribulation,ilook, , PT 


I, 51: 


® I4- 


_ TotheReader. 
an, and through theſe nay« 


row ſtraits of perſecution, 
we are Sayling to Heaven, 


And Who, but a Cowardlic 
&- Faint-hearted Chriſtian, 

to obtain ſo rich and an im- 
mortal Crown,would farink, 


- at ſo poore anc CATE A CON- 


dition of ſuffering a little 
monentaine affiittien? Whe 
world not gladly breake 
- through anbefo Philiſtins 


that be. might drink of the 
e weters of the Well of 
Pethleem ? Who would not 
be content to feed upon Gall 
ani Formewood, 4 that he 
ay raft of the bread of 


ves Injoy Chrift when 
ones Bfe is ended? As the 


on of our Eletton 
Fs of frowrky " 


+42 9 © &# ww a » ku. 1.4% 


To the Reader. 


«= of oxr Tribulation, keeps #5 
om fainting nnder the 
Croſs , makes. hot burning 
colaes ſeem a bed of Roſes, 
a: we read they ence did to 
that bleſſed Martyr St Lar- 
rence, So the Way to nit ein 
to that aſsnrance or per- - 
fwaſion, is to deſcend into 
err [elves to examine our 
own Wayeste fearch and ſee - 
of we can finde in the whole 
Conrſe of our fives the 
Fruits of San&ification ; . 
Fer thoſe that are Santi. 
fied are undoubtedly cleFt- 
£4, 45 you may) read 1 Vet. 
I. a«. Elet according. to 
the fore-khwowled of God. 
the Father unto {Og | 
tion of the «xy So -Eph. 
3. 4- He hath choſen us be- - 
fore- . 


To the Reader. 

fore the foundation of the 

world, that we ſhould be: 

holy, and without blame 

before him in love, 

This alſo is confirmed by 

The fouti- Ft, Paul. 2 Theſ. 2 13. Bur: 
pre: of 9%r ie ought to give thanks al- 
Etleftion ts o God fi Bre- 
the love of way tO Or yOu Dre 
God , The thren, beloved of the Lord, 
ſan&ifica- becauſe that God hath from: 
or of ibethe beginning Choſen you 
© 6 way to Salvation; through San- 
the Tra, Aification of the Spiric 
are Teſti. and belicfe of the Truth. - 
monits of Theſe three'T eſtimonies ® 
the ſame ſhaſl be my threefold Cord, 


Eteftion. herewith 1 Will binde and 
N __ 
-the Iext. 
ertion, That thoſe that are 


SanQified are EleRed, and 


Wind up the truth of my aſſ. 


San&ification is a4ure and B,., 


infallible ſigne of EleRion. þ 
ah V-» 


To The Read: r. 


ow for our better Com- 
ort, 1 could (if the nature 
a Preface would permit 
0 large a diſcourſe) runne 
ver the inward tokens and 
utWward Fruits of our 
Fantificatton ; ſome re- 
befting our Sins paſt, pre-+ 
ent, aud to come, others re- 
petting . Gods mercy in 
*hriſt:. To all which I could 
ade new obedience, where- 
by 4 man indeauonrs to o- 


\uthor of this enſuing FYea- 
ile has reduced to twelve 


heads 


£ 0h. 2.3. - 


5 ey Gods Commundements 

>: his life and attions, 

a his is an out-Ward token of 

br Adoption, | 

cl This new Obedience has £4e that 
l $a:y Branches bearing mg = 
1 Bret jou fret all Which the ,, < pages 


To the Reader. 


heads: And for this Cant 
he entitles his book thi 
Ehriſtian Zodiack, which 
laft word is a Term of Ar 
known to the Mathematici 
 ans,who for their better c 
iaintic in framing their ds 
worſt rative concluſions av 
Flaced an oblique circle 5 
the Havens cutting the E 
gwinottiall, & in ttwelv 
fates, through which the, 
imagine the Sunne to mon 


in twelve Moneths ; * Ant 
thoſe that, meane ts foie 
+ Mat. 13. boreafter like the Sunne i 


47J» 


theſe thint 
"i 3.3, he firmament, 


intend hereafter to be  gl6: 
rifiedgnuft here in this life 
2 nitate the Sunnes Motion 
which is conſtant and Re- 
gular Without any Devia- | 
£30 


To the Reader. 
ion: they mirſt uſe the ut- 
oft of their indeavonrs [7 
o order their lives that 
hy mey find inthemſelos 
heſe twelve Signes of a 
rue and Ele Chriftias. 
o that conforming thens = 
etves to all Gods Com- 
nandements, and not li- 
ing inthe prattiſe of any 
candalons - fin, they may 
when they cons to diegbreath 
Mt,with their laſt breath, 
105: Pauls: imviue, bis Trs-:- 
mp hair Song. I hive 
ought a Good I have R - 
Wiſhed my Conrſe keeping "#5 
Faith and a Good Conſct-.. 
W-ncc, To all ſuch Congue- 
ours and . T rinmphant 
WC ampions, who have 
vcrcome the World and 
ſubdued 


Tim, 


'  Tothe Reader. 
ſubdued their Corruptions, 
There is laid up in Heaven a 


Crowne of Righteouſnets, 


(«f Righteouſneſs, by prur- 
chaſe & promiſe)which the 
Righteous Tudge (hall give 
at the latter day,to al thoſe 
that love hu appearance, & 


prepare themfelves for this 
by their dayly repent ance” 


& bringinz forth the fruits 
of Righteouſneſs, which you 
may doe by ordering your 
life according to the holy & 
beavenly precepts contained 
in this pious Treatiſe: T he 


Author is Drexelius; one, 
though differing from us in 


ſome opinions, who yet may 


beto the beſt ofus an exampl_ 
in that wherein he does ex. 
cell; and that is Devotion: . 


Ft, 


= _ _ coco eo 25 


To the Reader, 
St, Paul Was-not aſhamed aa 17. 
to mathe s/e of Aratus for 28 
the proofe of his Dottrine.; 
neither owght Wee to think, 

it a ſinne to propoſe the vere 

rues and Graces of an Ad- 
verſarie to our ſelves for 
imitation : If this ſhyneſſe 

had poſſeſſed our Anceſtors 

we had wanted many lear- 

ned and uſefull Traftats: 
"Parſons had beene ſcorr'd 

and contemw/h by Buray,\ 

and ſo the world had Go 


ſeene that Corretted Copie,} 
his bookg of Reſolution, {| 
A Iewell loſeth neither its 
vame nor nathre for being | 
ſett in Lead: And in whom. ' 
foever Ifind worth, 1 will 
prize and commend it. If f 
rant ſharpen my Axe and | 
7 Coulter 


To the Reader, 
> Culter at home, I wil n 
fi ck. to ge with the Iſ[racl. 
zres down to the Philiſtine 
rather then | having 
blunt Weapon | be foiled 
and vanquiſhed by mine & 
 nimies, 

No man will refuſe Gel, 
becauſe it was digged on 
of the earth and after 
-wards put tnto '4 line! 
bag. A Woodden Seal, (air: 
Nazianzen,may make 4s ge 
an impreſſion as one - that 
is Wrought owt of Silver , 
or \{ome ather owettal 
more efteenced., We deſ- 
pi/e not Origen or Tertulli- 
att. becanſe of ſome few Er. 
_ newher are the ver- 


__ to 


Ll | 


= /- 
29, 


To the Reader. | 
"0 for their Hereſies. 


el To wſe no more motives 
0 to incite you to pernſe this 

Treatiſe, Fxead it, and if 
ell hoy beeft not bettered by it 
YN blame thy ſelfe and not the 

Author,Yvhons I never read 
_ upon any occaſion but 1 e- 
i ver found my heart warmed 
Tf with a Flame of Devoti- 


en On, 

T1 

" Thine in the Lord 
A 

Tr , SV 

i JESVS 


R, B. 


ERRAT 4. 


Age 4 for He can,read Cay 

be,p 2 3 berween thou then c. 
rather then,&c.p 36 for Made- 
nianr the Macedonian. Kin 
p 48 1 4after good r we ſhoul 
ibid. for conjuring r comming 
p 63 for mould r move, p19z 
tor ſoalſor To whom alſo, p 
204 of redounds ; p 329 ſor 
Therefore r The. Fox ib. for 


reſt r neſt;p 242 l ulr.aker for 
us, add this; who live tw the 
Sunſhine of the Goſpel, &6, 

Þ 258 for thenr &c:r the ſrovg 
man; p329 between concerns 
and furure r His: p 319 Inthe 


marg. r Flamiz«tors of 
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The firſt Signe. 


nternall Hlumination 
OR, 
Enlightning of the 
- Underſtanding. 


Ser outby the Author, by a 
burning Taper. Under it 


' -thele words of the 
"PSALMIST:.' 


_ Thy wotd is a' Eanterne hbrh 
'my fecte, and a light wit ny 
pars: Pal, tg, * 


© Y that burni Ty 
aa is. x barony Tip 


SY ward light, whichf6 

, clearly difcorets whi< 

Te WS \ to us the benefits of 
God, the vagiity of the world, the 
B ſhort- 


Am The foft 1gne. 
ſhortneſſe of life, the filthineſfe, 
finne, and the f1ding ſhadowes of all 
worldly pleaſures,ſo that he who be 
gins to apprehend them with the eye 
of reaſon,cannot but carneſtly gaſpe 
afrer Heay#ns joyes., and- cry out 
with the Kingly Prophet, My ſoul: 
is a=:hirſt fer God, cven for the li 
wing God. YYhen ſha 7 comt 
and appeare before the preſence of 
God? There be many that ſay, wha 
will ſhew us any good? Lo dlift 
thou up the light of thy countenance 
apon us : and in thy light we ſhall 
ſee light. 
Firſt, Wee have a Maſter within 
rs the light of Reaſon, which (be- 
inz as it were a bright beame, darted 
fron the ſplendor of his counte- 
nance, ). 'G.e D. hath placed in the 
better. and. nobler part off may, his 
Lule. This light doth not onely di- 
Ringuifh us from bcaſts, bur adyan- 
ces,us to,a more noble condition, to 
a, likeneflſe of God : This light ſer 
-in:.the ſoule of mag is 4s-it were 
an. indelible and ſpeaking Sertnon, 
which ever and anon ſliggeſts this 
heavenly. admonition,, Ng, to. 4% 
that 


| & c £T. 75 | ” 
that to axotber, which wee 
rot have done to'our ſelves. For 
whatſoever wee doe to another, foe, 


from him : with what meaſure yee 
meete withall, it ſhall be mea{urd 


wee neither by force'nor fraud tom- 


come jure another, either by robbing him 
ce of Ml of his goods or ſtaining his reputa- 
wh tion. | 


Sdly again;this-light demonſtrates 
unro vs both, all things created;and' 
hall God Almighty theCrearor, (though 

in' a darke manner, under vaile} 
hin MW wanting nothing, moſt'/perfe&,moit 
be. MW Happy, Theeverlaſting Father cn- 
ted MF rich'd with a fall ſufficiency ef all 
Ire- WM 2cood things, which without" want 
the MW to himfelfe, hee imparrs freely to ll 
his MW creatures. The beginning, the'midle, 
di. W and end'ef our happincs,who dwels 
n- WM in light inzcccfſible, who' is. betty 
to MW amyable and powerttlf in his works 
ſet MW and\Graces ; whe'e will is his deed. 
re FW whois all Mercy, and all Goodnes, 
n, MW yet withill an liols, fevere,, 'and'in-* 
is corrupt Judge; who cannot be fed 
x WW cd by ſmoothing flattery, The 


B a ſame 


"R. # 


"ny 


or friend, wee mult expect the like . 


to you againe'; Forthis cauſe ought Lyk, 6, 2 


11... 


RenaY + fr ft Srove, 


ſame God. is all juſtice, whoſe mag- 
nitude, forme or faſhion farre tran- 
- {cendsj the belt humane expreſſion ; 
to whom nothing in the world may 
bee likeqed, neither hee can by any 
thing we ſee here be truely repreſen- 


ted. In compariſon of whoſe Excel-. | 


lency. all the. beauties and faireſt 
things in this woxld are meere dark- 
nefle, a ſhadow, which is a thing 
without ſubſtance and reality. To 
this moſt lovely and excellent beau- 
tie (I meane_God:Almighty) nc- 


thing is more acceptable, then to he | 
rfpay for all hys benefits with the | 


[Tribute of our Love and Charitie, 

- Thirdly; This light ſer up within 
us diſcovers unto us the workes.of 
God our Maker, ſuch as are withour 


us, viz. the viciſlitude of. times, of * 


night and day, the glorious great- 
nelle of the f angled Heaven, the 
long wall ate the Sunne aud 
Moone , which, they diſpatch daily 
with:a ſpeedy morion, the beauty of 
the earth, decked with varie y of 
flowers : The ſparious windings and 
wrnings of Rivers, the vaſt widenes 
and furiqus raging of the Sea, the 

wy _ 


The frJÞ Sight, 

diverſe kinds of beaſts, the great en? 
creaſe and ſtore of fruits, all whick 
God made not with hands, nor any 
ſabour, the onely cauſe they were 
made in that order & Exceſlency ag 
they are,was Gods wil and pleaſure. 

Fourthly, Moreover this light of 
reaſon enlightned by- a cleare and 
lively faith, diſcovers by an unde- : 
nyable demonſtration, that mans fe» 
liity confiſts in this; that hee ar- 
taine as much as is poſlible here, to- 
the likenefle of God his Maker , 
which is the-only means to purchaſe! 
Gods love andfavour ; -for ſimili- 
rude or likenefle is the cauſe of Jove, 

{ and that-piQure is beſt that comes- 
neareſt .its parterne: : This happi=: 
neſle one day ſhall befalf us, when 
wee ſhall bee made morelike nnto* 
God, when wee ſhall partake of the 
bearificall vifion /in the other world, : 
the land of he living :7t doth wot 
Jet appeare ( ſaith .$t..John) what 7% 
wee ſhall bee, «but wee know, that '1 Ioh. 3:4 ' 
whey bee - ſhall appeare, wee- ſhall | 
bee like bim, fer we fball ſee bim 
as be 3s, From this ſanQified light - 
of knowledge in the underſtanding, ; 

a Byz tron - 
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The firſt Sione. 


from this thought, or full perſwaſion 


of ſeeing onc day God face to face, 
ſprings joy, in the-will, hexeby our 
Hope is rais'd and takes its flight 
from Earth to Heaven, and by this 
too our hearts are-enflamed with an 
ardent afte&tion towards G od, the 
Author of our happineſle, ang the 
foauntaine of all good, For what 
can be imagin'd more {weet-or com- 
fertabl2 to a glorified ſoule then to 
behold it ſelf: inveRted with the glc- 
rious Image of an-infinitc beauty to 
know for a ccrtaine, that he is deare 
and precious inthe efteeme of God, 
who. iis the patterne , according to 
whoſe 1tkenes onr ſoules were framd 
and wrought ? Burt tbecauſe this light 


. cf faith ſhines not alike to all, holy 


Dawtd (having found by experience, 
that every man partakes, not of this 
Joy' and happinciic) regoycerh with 
thankſgiving to Cod'for this ſpecial 
= and benefit. Thos buſt (faith 

ce) pat gladneſſe in my heart, not 
every mans heart, but in mincand 
thoſe who are predeſtinated by thee 
O goodnefle, to eycrlaſting life , 
therefore (fo he in another Plalmc) 

| -we 
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The /or #8 Signe, 
pee will walke'tn the light of thy 
Puntenance, axtl in'thy name will 
bye trinmph with gladneſfe all onr 
dayes, rejoycing and glad for this, 
hat we are pluck'd out of the dark- 
nefſe of finne and iznorance , that 
wee may. bee inſtructed more and 
more in the knowledge of thy moſt 
holy will, by cur Obedience to 
which we (as 4braham once) ſhall 
enter with thee into a ſecret bond of 
friendſhip, and be called thy friends, 
0 Iſrael bappy are wee, for things .4Y 

that are pleaſing to Ged, are made Baruc.4.4, | 
knowne unto 85, Job when hee felt 
the weight of Gods diſpleafure, and 
and burden ob mans contempt , 
when he was beſet with the darknefle : 
of Adverfity on every fide, then hee .J 
ſolac'd himfelfe with the remem- - 
brance of this ſpiriruall light3 His Job 2g, 39 I 
bghi (faith he) ſhincd upon my bead, | 
aud by'h's light T walk'd threugh 

darkneſſe. Therefore (faith ecclel.) 'p.y , 7: 
Yee that feare the Lord, love him, 1(;4 9.58 
Jl 42:4 your hearts ſhall be enlightned. © 'Y 
Y 7 0 light Fo. riſe in ob(curity, 
avd the Lord ſhalt alwayes gtve you 
reft,& fhal fill your ſoules with the 
B 4 {/plendor 
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The fr Signe: 
ſplender off his Grace z but if you 
Up turne from God, you ſhall bee in- 
ZEcclL.1116 yoly'd with Egyptian darkneſſe : 
3 For error and darygencſſe bad their 
PWWifd.s, Geginning togetber with ſinners.  _ 
3 Theſe words ( (ayes the ſpirit of 
j Gad) finxers in hell utterd ; and 
'S what are they may ſome demand, 
This Quere is not tobee branded: 
with the note of an idle and fruit- 
tefle curiofity, Wee greedily liſten 
to the -report of thoſe things which, 
among other Nations have beene | 
-pradtiled in Kings Palaces and Prins, | 
'ces Courts: to know what is done 
to the damned in Heh, if it bee not 
ungpeaiane to bee heard, much Jeſle 
will it be unprofitable to bee under- 
ſtood,efpecially ſeeing this narration 
is not, .as.the ſtory many times of 
| Novelties, doubrfull and uncertain, 
_ —_—_ 'What thei: is the ſpeech or language 
& Wild. 5. 6. of thedamned in Hell'? wee bave 
K- err'd from the way of Trath, axd 


the light of Righteouſneſſe has not 

' ſhin'd unts us, Therefore we have 

-err*d, This indeed is theconſequence 

*Dut wirere is the- Anzecedent?_ {ome 
"and let xs enjoy the good things that þ 
| ore | 


1 he fir ft Signe, "FS _ 
ave preſent, let us fill our ſetuts 8 
n Sith coſtly Wine axd Oyntment, and Oh. 2 6:2 
Wl let 10t the flonre of the ſpring paſſe Hy = 
hy us: Let us crowne our (elves '.% 
f W with Roſe-budds before 1bey bee” 
d BW withered, and let us leave tokens of 
1 MW ov jeyfulnefſein every place. Be» 
4d. told this is the: Antecedent made by 
. 8 :icm, ant Antecedent of joy, they 
n Þ fiurfeited themſelves on carth, the- 
h W conſequent orconelufion, +a conſe- 
ec © quent-ef Eternall woe is madein: 
i» BW hell. Silly Logicians , -for when: 
e i they had {amd to themſelves the 
x MY Artecedentthey ought then to have- 
ſe I ſubjoyn'd the conſequent, Come and: 
a. Is et x5 enjoy the good that are preſent: 
n B ( This the Antecedent) the conſe-' 
of BY quent or concluſion ſhould preſent= 
1, Þ 1y have beene added : Therefore we 
eo Þ} vrred ; for wee- mult eirher repeny = 
» in this life or burne in the other. We 
{ | muſt breake 'off our finnes by Re+ 
;t Þ penance, and net finne without cea+. 
e © fing. Hereae mult expe& to beare 
« YI the Croſſe, not hope toweare the, 
+ Y Crowne. Herewemuſt hight; ſtrive 
JF 2gainſt theworkd, the deyill and our 
ownelaits; hereaker triumphs ther» ij 
We PER I fore: 


. 


The jirf Signe. 
fore w7 have erred (It isa good and 
true concluſion, but fram'd too lare) 
and the light of Righttowſnefſe bath 
not ſhin'd unta us, And what 
(may one demand) is this light of 
rizhteouineſſe or juitice : If it bec 
the* property of Iuſtice to give to 
eyery man his due, (as del de- 
clares ir) then this cannot bee deny- 


ed that it is the Office of juſtice to 


Sive to all things that eſtimation is 
due unto them. Therefore, that 


light of the ſfoule which ſets a true 


eſtimation upon cach thing may fit- 


ly bee termed the light of juſtice or | 


underſtanding. And this is that the 
damn'd in hell complain'd they 
wanted here on. cartu. To judge 
then which were the richeſt and 


Rrongeſt Wines, to deck their heads | 
with Garlands, and to provide deli» | 
cates for their bellies : All theſe | 


things they knew full well 3 bur that 
theſe fading vanitics were not to bee 


eferr'd before the everlaſting dee | 
Llights,this they were ignorant of,and | 
delighrea in that Rupid ignorance, - | 


# 


which lul'd them in ſecurity whil'f 
#hey tooke their 6. in ſhametull and 


ſhort. 


' 
J 


t 


The fir#t Signe, 
ſhort delights, which yer they priz'd 


ſo highly, that in compariſon of 
them, racy lowly c{tcemed all the 
it Wl joys of Heaven, fer at nought thoſe 
oF WW everlaſting delights, while they rc- 
c WW (01v'd not to forſake their ſurfctring 
o © and drunkennefle , their venerous 
wantonnefſe, and other \intu!l plea- 
ſures of the fleſh. . So-deare and pre- 
o © civus to them, the liberty they took 
in 11nning, that eternity was of no 
accompt with them 3 they lightly re- 
e. I garded or indeed never thought of 
the life everlaſting, But this is a 
molt unjuſt eſtimation of things. 
Thelight of the underſtanding illu- 
y q minated, with the knowledge of di- 
o I vine truths ſuggeſts a quite contrary 
| 
1 I} |:fon, teaching us that cterniry a» 
: If {one is highly to be eſteem'd, 'all os 
- F ther things: liccte: or nothing tb bee 
» i r<garded. Theyfdrebave we erved, 
this rhe voyce of the danuw/din hell 
= aud thatthey haveerred; -1t' is plain 
and evident to themſelves, who fetle 


- 5. A 


vs $ FÞ 
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Plaings, +» 


the ſharp puniſhment. of their thor c 
pleaſures, 'and; to:thoſe Who heard 
ang reads 'of . theit : bitter com® ©: 


Theres © 


"he fi-fÞ hy ig. 

Therefore thi light of” Righteauſ 

-eſje ha:b uot ſhined wnto ws. \T his 

is a.;truth molt free from all doubt- 

'ing and exception, There be mazy 

#bas will net wnderſtand, becaule 

they -are minded to doe evill and no 

good, : Fhey flatter and deceave 

themſelves -with a: voluntary..and 

pleaſing ignorance,they loveto walk 

in crooked and by paths.. :Such of 

this.rank, and number were yee, O 

you Inhabitants of hell : Ye would 

'not-nnderſtand- that. yee might doe 

well ; therefore -now- you: may tyre 

your ſelves with howlings and bitter 

cries to all Etcrnity. '. Ergs errawi- 
mus, therefore we baveerred, and |} 
the light of Rigbteonfaerſſe.hath net | 

JÞind-unts us. This isthe Dlalm; 

and.theſe: the: dolefull noteswhich 

ſhal.be forever chanted by thoſe {pi 

rits in the infernall pit,” . | 

-* Attend then Oye-Chrifſtians,and 

lift up: the eyes of your ſoules; and 

- elude not out of 4 wilfall bliad- 

* * neſle-thoſe rayes::of Truth which 

" God in his'word hath -manifeſted 
aruc, 12. anto.us. The Lord give ws firength | 

. © * amd enlighten, onr eyes, By the. vers 


The frJÞ Signe. 
ene of this tight; it wilt bee.apparent? 
to us, that men are not.to bee more 
eſtecmd then God, nor riches more 
than Conſcience, neither mans fa- 
your , more than Gods. Ir will 
moreover” direC&t our judgements ir 
the choice of what: is -belt for us; 
teaching -us that no. pleaſure, bee it 
never ſo delightfull, is to bee prefer- 
xed before heavens .joyes, no tem- 
porary things before thoſe that bee 
Eternall, and not ſubje& to Nas 
tures l:w. © And truly(fayes Cbriſ.) 
© there is notthe thing in this world 
© on which a man can faſten-his af- 
© fetion, who hath had a taſt. of hea» 
© vens- ſweer delights, wherewith hee 
* ſhall be filled, when he partakes-of 
{rhe bexificall Viton. (9:4 7 
This light of thetindertanding,* >; 
&%r- good! and-Gracious: God was 
pleaſed to infixſe.in'afull meaſure in _ © 
ro the mind of Saint-Auſtize-2,Lbe- (+ 1. Conf 2 
"ing advertis'd (ayes he) by Gods6l0. | 
©privy ny RY ſpirit, to 
{returne (afrer my wandringY* 
"home to my ſelfe, rk rains 
<cloſet of my heart :- where Lbcheld, 
< __ ERIN 
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© of my ſoule, the incommutable or 
© unchangeable light of the Lord : 
© hee that knowes it; or hath had a 
© fight of it, that man hath hada 
© glimpſe of exernity, By that light 
© (ſo the Father goes on) I found 
©that I was farre remote from thee 
© O God, even in a Region of dark- 
© nefle, farreunlike to thee, who art 
© all light and moſt glorious. From 
this light of the underſtanding and 
Juſtice little differs that light of de- 
votion, of . which Saint Bernard 
thus, 

© Entreate the Lord (ſayes hee) 
* to give thee the light of Devotion, 
© a cleere day in thy underſtandiug, 
and that ſpiricuall Sabbath'of the 
© ſoule, by meanes "whereof ( as a 
fSoudier ancharg'd by reaſort of 
© Age) mall thy labours thou tmayſt 
<live without ſenſe ot feeling of thy 


© ab6ur and payties taken in Gods 


© ſeryice, whilit thou dolt run cheer- 
© fally , ( thy- heart being: enlarged 
with joyY tithe way of his Com- 
© mandements. And pray, that what 
thou didſt befote with anvuiſh or 
mnt ot krien, and ouain oe 


4 . wn, - "" 
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hy will, thou maylt ever after per- 
orme with delight and alacrity of 

icit, To this light of Devotion, 
he Kingly Prophet David invites 
15 3 Come, ſayes he, and be enlight- 
wed, taſt and (ce how Gracious the 
Lordis, This inward light of the 
ſoule is pleaſant and lovely ; it is a 
flame full of comfort and delight, 
which diſcovers unto man dzily 
more and more the nature of the 
Deity. As this light ſet up by God 
in mans breſt growes greater and 
greater, So (what may ſeeme won- 
derfull ro relate) hee who is not ca- 


f pable of Augmentation, may finde 
I growth in our underſtandings, hee 


cre 


may encreaſe, even God who is im- 
menſe,without bounds and limitati- 
on, our eternall and mercifull Crea- 
tour, 
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The ſecond Signe,' 


A promprneſie or readineſſe' 
to die, Set out by a Scull, the 
Motto that of St Paulo the 


PAL IL... 535 


F am in a ſtrait betwixt tive 
having a deſire to depart and to 
-be with Chriſt. 


Y the ſcull is ſet out unto usa 
mind prepar'd,and ever ready for 
what death-ſoever, And be ye, {aith 


their Maſters returne from the wecs 
ding, that when bee comes and 
knocks, yee may open preſently unto 


b1m, * The Lord then knotks (fo 


*ces the neare accelle of death, 406 
© whom we preſently open, if we en= 


D.- 


Chriſt, like unto mes, that expect: 


Saint,G7egory), when,affliting thee Hom. 13 0 
| © with ſome fore diſeaſe, he denoun- in Evang.. . 


p tertaine him. thus comming'unto, 


- 


© | 
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The jecond Signe. 
*us by ſicknelſe, with love, That | 


man does not willingly open to the 


Judge thus knocking, who trembles 


to thinke of his exit from the-body, 
when he ſhall be haled by his exceu-- 
rioner,into the preſence of that God, 
whom hee remembers to have con- 
temn'd whilſt he lived; the thoughts 
of ſtanding one day before him as 
his Iudge, this fills the ſinners con- 
ſcience with horrour and dread, But 
contrariwiſ:.he whoſe mind is ſetled 
with the Aachcr of a firme Hope, 
and ſccured with the Conſcience of 
his good works to man, and piety to 
God, that man opens without de- 
lay at Gods firſt knocke, he rejoyces 
that hee is now called to his defired 
Haven of reſt, and for the glory of 
the future reward, even the everlaſt- 
ing joys cf the heavenly Paradiſe, he 
rejoyces even in the midſt of forow, . 
when his eyes are water'd with tears, 
Why doe wee not deſire then to bee 
aifſelv'd, and to bee with Chriſt ? 
his no doubt is farre better, then 
that the time of our ſad ſojourning 
here be prolong'd. He cannot dy ill, 
that hath liv'd well, neither hee ” 
WC 3 
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Well, who hath liv'diH, whoſe life 
th beene a .continned practiſe of 
mpicty and profanenefle, And 
at is that we fo much feare ſhould 

2 taken and ſnatcht from ns? What 
& our life but a Scene of mockeries 
d follies, aſea of miſeries ? Bethe 
hippe what it will wherein thou art 
arryed, bee it made cf Gold or of 
Silver, of precious ſtones, or Wood, 
hou canft uot.avoyd thefury of the 
vaves which will beate againſt it, 
any rockes ſhalt thou meet with, 
bn many a ſhatiſow or ſhelfe witt 
hou iticke, Blefled and happy is 
ke man who hath failed over this' 
dea ; Blelied is hee who is eſcap'd 
he danger ct ir, and is now in the 
eavea of (.carity 2nd reſt, If there 
bee any (as there are many) who in 
he middie or prime of their dayes 
re ſnatch'd out of this life 'by an 
nexpecte.| death, rhey ought no 
nore to complaine of this, then hee 
hat hath ſoone and ſafely paſs'd o- 
'er the Sea, Why then doe we feare 
death which is the end of our la*s 
pours, and the beginning of our re 
yards : The yang, 7 death is- 
| | , pals'd 
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The ſecond Signt, 

aſs'd upon all fleſh, by him whoi 
Te As of - rub and Earth. 
None eap'd it in the former agexli'” 
and none ſhall avoyd it in thoſe tha 
areto come. Many are gone the waylif, © 
before us, and wee mult all follc 
their ſteps. Wee were: borne with 
this condition, and are bound by 
this Law to goe whether all men go, 
to the Grave, Death is the my 
all men; the Hound: which no man 
ſhall paſſe; It is a remedy to many 
who are afflicted with miſery 5 in 
that it cures them of their griefe,and 
tranflates them to glory. It is the 


Godly mans wiſh, defir'd by thoſe if 

who are predeftinated to everlaſti 

life, to theſe death | a-rcl 
e 


from ſorrowes, . and fets a pom to 

gricfe, and beyond which their cala- 
mities and misfortunes ſhall not- 
paſſe. It would bce extreamefolly, 
and madnefle to reſiſt the deerce of a. 
moſt bountiful] and gracious Lord, 
to deny the payment of that Tribute 
which all do pay, to covet, that free- 
dome which is granted to-none. The 


of 


Chriſtians Divinity is of a higher - IF 


Faine, which teacherh, us ro have 
teq -* © oo 


*he ſeconc "Signe, 
@ath in our deſires, .and to enjoy 
»Mour life with-patience, 
WM the Swar(if we may believe So- 
linus) in her. life time is ſadd and: Lib de mi- 
makes a lamentable noiſe,but at her, rabil : 
Wicath is joyfull - m__ wa" Ele& man. 
do the ſame,while they live,they figh 
- 8d mourne, they rejoyce in their 
Weath, being aflur'd, that chey ſhall 
or ever rejoyce and ling with the 
:(aints and, Angels in the Quire of 
eaven. 
BY Wee read-of a Swar-like ſong 
." Fantcd by old Simeon not long be-- | 
ore his death. L#1d, new letreft Luke _ 
box thy ſervant depart in prace. 
And why do we lament and mourn, 
hen the cottages of our bodyes are 
in'd and pull'd downe.? For wee 
now that if our earthly bouſe of 
a. $5 Tabernacle were diffolv'd, wee 
Fave a building with God, an houſe 
made -with band, Eternall in 
We beevexs. 
Firſt, Who will not. xiſe. with haſt 
d ſpeed from-an hard bed ? They: 
nely loyter and delay, who being 
elicately entertaind with the ſoft-, 
- Welle of rheir warme Feathers, can=- 
TS Or ao 
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not ' ealily forlake their downy neſt 
What ? art thou. ficke of this life} 
art thou afflicted init ? I ſuppolg 
then to paſle to a better, thou wilt be 
.contented, Art thou ina good con 
dition, and aoſt thou flouriſhwitt 
health and: happinefle? It will nat 
bee hurtfull' ro thee; then, if' death 
pur-a ſodaine period te thy life, le: 
thy- proſperity prove thy;ruine, andſ* 
procure to thee, as-it hath to many, ſ* 
a grievous though late deſtrution,Y*© 
Therefore (as © Tertullian rightly} 

£ 

bo 


©ſayes)« wee ought not-t fears that 
© which" delivers us from all or 
© feares, and that-is deayh, Li 
_ God is: mercifull- to a-man, re 
leaſes- him from- a- long/ torment, #6 t 
when he ſhortens his life, and make< ; 
it- as. it were but ahalfe aſpanne$J< r 
Thercfore that Generous-and- NoÞ#1: 
ble Martyr, Cyprian hearing of V4 
lerians. decrce againſt him (Thaſc 
um Cyprianum gladio ammadventip 
pracen, It is my wil that: Cyprian-dys 
by the ſword) he hearing-this;lifti 
up his hands: and; eyes to Heaven 
ſaid; Thaenkes bre- to God who? 
flrafed* in mercy to-quit mee" from. 

we . 


WAS =. 320- : 
fe tbe bonds and fetters of this body. a: 
© Saint Ambroſe wonders at ſome Lib. de © 
© men, who when;they were to dye, bono Mot. 
W< would rather be thruſt by force out 
FF of their priſon, then-led out of: it 
ih* by faire entreaty. And: whar is 
1© there (ſayes hee) in: this life bur 
atk} a coutinuall fight. aud: ſtrifewith 
altF Anger, Luſt,and:Gluttony * Chryfe 
nd* is of the ſame minde with him, 
ny, 5 what plea haſt thou for thy (elfe O 
on.Y* man ? Thouart inyiced to a king» 
© dome, tothe kingdame of: the Son Fn c.1, ad 
' of God, and -yer thou altogether £9%+ 
© delayelt, to come, and as idle 
© ſons uſe to doe, thou dot ſcratch 
* thy head andi yawne, What 2 if 
1 ,=* thou wert: bound-every day to meet 
kee'© a thouſand. deaths, wouldii thou 
neF* refuſe to: under- goe ther: All, fo 
YoFchat-at length thou mightit by them 
44F* enter into; Heavens joyes.? And 
AIwhat wouldſt thou, not doe, whas 
7tpaine ſo. grievous, which; thou 
Swouldſt: nor: willingly. ſultaine for 
n}Princelyhonour, fora Diademe or 
a\Crowne.? Now ſecing thou ſhalt 
/Yone day. raigne. with Chriſt, as:'a | 
King, wik- nos thou, thenitiy:from 
. it 
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-it, court-death, expoſe thy ſelfe nik 
ed to the peril of a thouſand ſwerc 
and leape cheerfully into the ſcorct 
ing flames ?-Nay, contrariwiſe tho 
mourneſt, becauſe, thou art to leave 
this vale of miſery, and teares, and 
canſt bee content -to ſer up thy T 
bernacle to dwell here, fo that in the 
meane- time thou-maylt pampert 
Heſh with delicacies and good cheare 
Good God } whata madneſle pol- 
ſeſſes thy vaine thoughts, and yet in 
the - meane time thou ſuppoſet 
death to bee the molt terrible of al 

terribles,* "That which cauſes thi 


folly, this vanity in our deſires, art 


the: delights of the flefh and earthly 
-pleaſures: for-on the contrary he that 
grones under the burthen-of poverty 
and griefe, ſucha man with the-Pro- 
pher David. defires the wings of 4 
Dove, that ſq hee may flee away and 
-bee ar reſt; .being freed from all his 
- miſeries and diſtrefles, It is with 
us Chriſtians as with young Birds 
newly. fledg'd, wce are loath-to fe 
fake their warme neſts, but the lon 
ger they ſtay init, rhe weaker th 


commonly prove, .and mere upabls 
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for light, Now this preſent life is 
as it were a neſt compaQted of nad 
and moſſe; bragge never ſo:much 
of thy ſtately buildings, and pride 
thy ſeife in thy Palaces embols'd 
with Gold, and ſhiniug moſt glori- 
ouſly with precious ſtones, thy phan- 
cie may {well thee to a high:conceit 
of thy ſelfe for theſe, my reaſon tells 
mee, they differ nothing from the 
Swallowes neſts, winter defaces 
theſe, time and death thy pleaſures; 
The truth of this is confirm'd by 
that Golden mouth'd Father Chryſ. 
* All things (fayes he) doe fadeand 
© fall, and we with them, and forthe 
* moſt part-the ſafer is our conditi- 
*on, how much onr fall and difio- 
* {olution is-more {ud laine... Sorhe 
* wiſe man, the jult man is taken a- 
© way, leaſt wickednefle fe upon 
© his ſoule change it, being fubje& to 
© alteration 'and decay. Hee be- 
jeeves not the reſurreCion of his bc» 
dy, who haltens not in his dekres to 
paſle to the Heavenly joyes from 
earths ſorrowes .and miferies, - If .a 
houſe | totter in a ſtorme, and threa- 
tes eyery houre to quaſh us with his 

C fall 
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fall doe not wee ſpeedily forſake i} 
and if the ſhip weare in be in dan- 
ger of being ſunke, in a tempeſt, 
what is more thought of, and more 
deſird, then a ſecure and quiet Hz 
ven ? This world and all things in 
it are ſubje& to ruine and decay: 
wee are toſſed here with the waves of 
afflition, and ſtormes of griefe; 
eyenas if wee were riding upon the 
maine ſea ; Shall we not then think 
ofan Havenof repo fe and ret ? 
Why doe wee not py deſire to 
goe to our heavenly Father ? even 
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to the place of blifle, where our 
company is defired by them that are 


NEare and deare unto us, thoſe glori- 
ous and happy Saints,who are ſecure 
and fertaine of their owne welfare, 

; enely carefull and follicitous for 
ours, O how happy and bleſſed are 
the dead that dye inthe Lord ? be- 

Apoc.ct cauſe they reſt (as it were) inthe bo- 
19. ſome of the Lord, and they thus / 

reſting their death to then is, but a 

Acts7. Afleepe. So wee-reade of Siephen 
when he was affaiſd with a ſRorme of / 
ſtones, even in the midft of ſe great / 

mal; and noiſe of his ed! 

_— enemies, 
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encmies, the Text (ayes that Fe feil 
a ſleepe, hee flep't in the Lord, "S0 


ef | Our Lord and Saviour ſpeaking of 
1ore © his beloved Laga/s nſes theſe com- 
1x & fortable words. Our friend Lata» 
Sin 1#s ſteepeth. So Moſes the ſervant 
: | 9f the Lord: breath'd our his lait 
5 of | breath where and when his Lord 
fe; | commanded. And as a loving Mo- 
the © ther kiſles her tender infant {leeping 
nk © in her boſome, and afterwards lays 
> | it downe ſoftly in-it's Cradle to take 
to its relt ; ſo there be ſome who hold- 
en | ing cloſe to- the Scripture phraiſe, 
ur | ſticke not to ſay, that Moſes was 
re | dandled (as it were) by thz hands of 
i= | the Almighty,” was (if wee may {@ 
re | ſpeak) with a kifle and embrace layd 
e | to leepe in 4brabams breſt, The 
x | Plalmilt in a manner infrnuares thus 


much , /o bee giveth bis beloved 
fleepe. And this gift is an inheri- 
tance which comes from the Lord, a 
blefling which he beſtowes oveſy on 
his Ele&t. Thrice happy are theſe 
ſoules who, thus ſleep in death, Yes 
from hencefartb(faith the ſpiit)that 
they may veft from their labears for 
their workes doe ms —_— 

2 er- 
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Deut. 34. 


I129,Pla. 3. 
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Ye fecont $ igne. 


fervants dee their Maſter, ſons their 


Father, and -Nobles their Prince ; 
they follow them to Gods Tribw- 


_ nall, they attend them to the kigh 


Court of Heaven, where will bee 
admittance onſy for ſo noble a train. 
Whoſoever therefore is predeſtinated 
to life, -hee will commend death as 
the onely remedy to eaſe and fweet- 
ren Natures griete, becauſe he knows 
there is no other way to paſle to hea- 
venly joyes ; and for that ſuch a 
man is alwayes prepared for death, 
he thus reaſons with himſelte. 

. Why doe I tremble at the name 
of Death? why ſhould I -feare to 
dye ? I doe but walke that way, 1 
tread but that common and beaten 
path, which my Fathers and all men 
have trod, why then ſhould I alone 
deſire that priviledge, which as yet 
has beene enjoyd- by none ? I will 
then doe that willingly, which, will 
T, nill 1, muſt bee done. I kaow 
whatſoever is undertaken with a wil- 
lng 'mind,the burden that atrends ir 
is leflend,' if: not quite taken-away, 
and where. the cheerfulneſfle of the 
will comes,there the yexation, which 
a; ; neceflity 
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neceſſiry eommonly brings with it, | 
uw. Þ findes no- roome. Neither have 1 
oh | any juſt cauſe to decline or ſhrink at 
& MI Dcath, fith by the meancs ct,it 4 
n, I ccaſe to be that which I unwiilingly 
> © am, and that is mortall and ſubject 
to corruption, I receivd this fleſh, 


” wherewith. my ſoule is - clad upon 
's I ehcle termes of reſtoring it gon it 
_ | was demanded) to its Lord, and L 
a | vill therefore reſtore it cheerfully, 
N knowing that I ſhall at the Reſw- 
r:Cion receave it againe with an ad- 
: dition. and encreaſe of glory. As” 
» || y< 1 am deraind from the light of 
3 | wy God by meanes of thoſe delayes 
' which Mortality does enforce, and 
| which are but a preladium to a bet- 
ter life, For thar- ſalt houre which 


moſt men ſo dread and feare, is the 
beginning of that day which ſhall 
laft for ever. Whena man then is 
upon his death bed, and fecles the 
nizht of death approaching : Lex 
him ſclace himſelte with theſe words 
There will come a day which will 
redeeme me from the darkſome pri- 
ſon of the Grave, and reduce me to 
the comforts.of everlaſting life, I 
C 3 will 


The firſt Spnie. 

will therefore cheerefully and met. 
willingly goe out cf this world in 
aflurance that I ſhaſl bee admitted 
into a bettcr; with whart great joy 
thall T entertaine that gladſome day, 
wherein I ſhall bee aſſign'dto my 
proper home, ( here I am but a 
itranger) and wherein I ſhall bee 
ſnatch'd from the fetters of my bo- 
dy, and ſnares of the. fleſh toan 
everlaſting inheritance in the hea- 
venly Paradice ? I confefle,O Lord, 
the guflt of many and great finnes 
wherewith wy Conſcience is ſtain'd, 
yet this is my comfort,that thy Mer- 
cy is {ike thegreat Ocean, | wherwith 
the earth is bounded, Into this 
Ocean wiſl I throw my ſclfe with 
boldnefle and confidence, when I 
finde my thoughts dejedted , and ' 
fete Graths approach, . being aſlaul- 
ted by its forerunner, a mortall # 
hickneſle ; Thus catting my ſelfe tn- | 
to the boſome of the Almighty,and 
throwing. my ſoule into the Armes 
of his Mercy 3 I ſhall quit my ſelfe 
of all the bands of this life's ſinful 
miſery : And in an holy ſubje&ion | 
to Gods will, I wiſh that death | 

| would. . | 


The (cord, Lone, OY 


would haſten his approach z when- 
ſoever hte comes and knockes at my 
doore,he ſhall finde me willing and 
prepar'd to entertaine his meſlage, 
and fo to reſt from my labours. 1 
am no ſuch an enemy to quiet and 
caſe, as to refuſe after the toylefome 
working dayes of this life to keepe 
Holy-4ay, and to ſolemnize an cter- 
nat Sabbath with God and his holy 
Angels in heaven, And why jhould 
I not then rejoyce with gladnefle 
when I ſhall cloſe the dayes cf this 
ſorrowfull life, which is nothing elfe 
but an </Fgypt of Calamities, and 
ſhop of ' miſeries ? whez I ſhall cur 
off that Yoke the world calls fortune 
ting no more ſubjet to caſualties 
and vexations, and troubles,and be- 
gin a.day wh.ich ſhall not bee (hut u 
with night but be freed from. all 


q gloomy juſt and darkneſle. 


Moſt welcome will that Meſſenger 
be whom the King of glory ſhallſend 
unto me to ſummon me ont of this 
world, &to releaſeme out of this dark 


| on to enjoy everlaſting felicity, 


eingloeſn'dfrom the fettars of mor- 
tality,l then ſhall be.enabled to yer 
C4 orm 
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forme thoſe holy duties , which1 
could never doe fo: long as I was 
clogg'd with the burden of my fleſh, 
The Bird needs no ejetment, but 
fpeedily flyes out, ſo ſoone as ever 
th1e Cage isopen'd ; even ſo Þ being 
long fince cloid with the toyles of 
this life, moſt willingly (when God 
thall call me) will take my flight to 
thoſe large and pleaſant fields zf 
immortall glory : I- am ſolicitous 
about the place and manner of my 
death, but of the time alrogether 
carelefſe : whether I dye today or 
to morrow, this weeke or the ntxt 1 
*are not. His will bee done, who 
made me and all things of noth-ng, 
The will of God is my rule, accor- 
ding to which I ſquare my defires 
and proportion my thoughts both 
for-life' and death, . No ill can bee 


fcar'd, or expected from him, who is. | 
goodnefle it ſelfe, and the Author of | 


our life and falvation, And may 


not the Potter doe what he liſts with 


an earthen Pitcher,may he not break 
it if hee will, or poliſh it upon the 
wheele 2 I am an earthen Veſlell 
made by the hand of that gre at Ce- 


leſtial } 
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il Wl {cfiall Porterſbe irfpoken with Re- 
yas 


verence) ſhall I there complaine and 
th, whimper when hee that fcam'd and 
ut FF faſhion'd me, ſhall crumble mc into 
' © duit, that he may caſt me into a new 
7 | mould, and. turne my miſery into 
of joy, making me for-ever blcfled and 
od happy ? 1s it his will T ſhould ſpin a 
0 FF longer thred of life > Iam content 
ot | to doe ir, ſo long as he is pleaſs'd to 
us} will it : Is God willing I ſhould dye 
I and be gathered to my Fathers ? my 
T } will joytully meetes with his, and L 
r FF dctire that':death may arreſt my bo- 
dy without all dclayes. I would not 
live aa moment longer then God 
> | picaſes, 
[oe My beginning is from God, and 
SF cis my end, the end of my Hope, 
| and whatſoever hee ſhall fend and 
| think fitring for mee, 1 will enter- 
Ss 'F raincand receave it with 2 cheerefull 
t | alacrity, imitating herein Saint Pax 
g ho thus ſayes of himſelfe, Chriſt 25 
n Y 70 mean advantage both.in life and 
© y death. My heart is enflam'd with 
© } the: love of thee Omy God, and 
l delire ro be mgre enflam'd ::Loe my 
of tran 'bee melted with this fare of 
RD = 2 ob + 
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love, No crzatore- ( O my-moſt? 


deare GoJ FÞelides.thee can make 
mee bleſſed , or any way happy' 
And when ſhall I appeare in thy 
preſence ? when (O' my Gvd) ſhall 
my winged Soule fly away from 
hence to thee, and be at reſt, I fol- 
low thee, Blefled Saviour , I follow 
thee in my deſires , which then are 
moſt earneſt ; when I come nearer 


to thee in any bodily griefe or Sick+ . 


neſſe, Neither ought theſe deſires to 
ſeeme ſtrange in a good Chriltian; 
for as a Phylitian ( ſayes Theophy» 
la) when he ſees his patient loath 
'that diet be preſcribed , and refuſe 
todrink his porions he firſt taſts of 
them himſelfe , that by his example 


he may induce the fick man to ad- .! 


mir of his Phyſick, fo Chriſt our 
blefled Saviour , himſeife firft drank 


of Death's bitter cup , that wee his | 


Servants , his redeemed, his follow- 


ers might not bee afraid to pledge 


him but looke death in the face 
with that undaunted cheerefullneſſe 
which becomes thoſe who have God 


- "for their Farber and Chui for their | 
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Redeemer. And now Chriſtian 
Brother , although '**hou- art of a 
fearefull nature, ſtrive toe xcite and 
raiſe thy fainting Spirits with theſe 
or ſuch-like Divine expreſſions. Be 
ſpeake God in the words of the Pro- 
phet David , and fay with an em-- - 
boldened confidence , and with a 
ſpirit unappal'd with the feare of 
Death , 1 will receive the. Cup) of 


ſalvation and call upon the name of pj 116 , 
the Lord. The Cup indeed is bitter, , ry 66 


it hath Wormwood in it , but m 
Saviour hath ſweetned it,having fart 
drank to mee of it when he ſuffered 
upon the Crofle for my finnes. That 
Cup is Deaths farall potion which 
Chriſt taſted willingly to purchaſe 
our ſalvation, and all muſt drinke 
of it.without exception. All men 
mult , why then ſhould Zalowe re- 
fuſe ic ? who ever hee bee whether 
Prince or Peaſant , Bond or free , 
that hath entered upon the Stage of 
mortality , and hath to at 
kis part in this lifes Trap 

he muſt neceflarily haye his - 
Rrophe, he muſt have an end = 


Thefecond Sigre, 


he may begin to Aa better part 
in the Theater of heaven , and be- 
omne a new lite which nver ſhalt 
aave end, Hence then all vaine 


and. idle feares , A way all | 


vexing griefe . and tormenting 
{adneile. The Cup which my Hea- 
venly Father puts into my hand, 
which Chriſt has temperd with his 
{weetnefle, and drank deepe cf it; 
ſhall I not drinke offthat ; I who 
am. mortall , whoſe compolirion 
tends to ruine, ſhall not TI make ir 
my. ſtudy and a part of my daily bu- 
{inefle ro learne to die ? wee read 
that when Alexander and the Ma- 
donian lay ſick of a deſperate dil- 
caſe , and: ſome of his'friends who 
were roo ſcrupylous had ſuggeited 
to him. that his Phiſition by name 
Philip intended to give him poyſon 
in his Phyſick, The King when hee 
bcheld Philip comming with his 
potion, heraiſed himſelte upon his 
Pillaw , and thus entertained' his 
Phyhition,--with one hand hee gave 
him his friends letters to wead , with 
the. oxher hee .took the potion from 
FW OS Phybp 
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Philip, And putting it to his mow 
hee fixed his Eyes upon the Phyi.- 
tians face , knowing that if guilr 
ine £ ware in his Conſcience , it wouid 
all JF diſcover it ſelfe by the ſpeaking blu-, 
no I ſhes of his countenance , and when 
2s I he was fully ſatished , that no miſ- 
d, | chicke was intended by. hi; Phyli- 
1is I} tion , whoſe face fpake him nor guil- 
t, || ty, in that it was nor ſtain'd with a 
io | bluſhing confuſion , the King with 
mn | great confidence drank up the poti- 
ii | on. Ihusby Gods grace will I do 
1= I in this lifes pilgrimage , my Teſus , 
d BF my Phylition , and my ſweet Savi- 
- FF our hath prepard and temperd fer 
- mee a, Cup,which will caft mee iuto 


o | along and ſweet {leepe : whilſt 1 
drink of it, I will faſten my eyes 
E apon his , and fix my looke upon 


the gratious countenance of my 
> | Crucifhed Lord : Inthe which I may 
; FF read written in the bloody Cha- 
| raQers of his paſſion his exceſſive 
love to mee, and then with a Mar- 
tyr like and cheerfall ſpirit , I vvill 
drink off the potion , vyhich the 
more bitter it is, is better for us and 
the more yyholeſome, © By. 


by. | gp 
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By this meanes deare Chriſtian 
Brother , may the ſting of Death be 
blunted , the. force. of his blow 
weakned , and-Death it ſelfe may be 
conquer'd , if wee arme our ſelyes 
againſt it by holy meditations, if 
ifbe often thought on , and. never 
feared; | 
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A frequent uſe,or receiving : 
of the Sacrament of 
the body and blood of our - 
Lord : Set out by a gol- - 
den Cup with theſe 
words taken out 
of the. . 


6..1OHN 56. 


This is the bread whith* com-- 
meth downe from Heaven that - 
he which eateh of it ſhould not 
ae. 


V ;ZEE read inthe 2, As 42. 
Y that the primitive Chriſti» 
ans, who were converted ro the 


Faith by Chriſt and his by gs 
Wee not dauneed Þy the fury of 


_— =_ 
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their Enemies , not diſcourag'd in 
their profeſſion by their perſecurors 
malice but continucd ( as the Text 
{peakes ) inthe Apoſites Doftrine, 
and fellowſhip and breaking of 
Bread and Prayers. 

And it is obſerved by ſome that 
when the religious cuſtome of fre- 
quenting the communion flage'd 
and ceaſed .*Then that feryency of 
Spirit and ardor of love grew could, 

hen that Sanftity or holineſle 
began to decay which b«fore ſhined 
in the lives and Actions of thoſc 
Chriſtians, who were burning and 
ſhining lights in their example and 
praRice of all holy performances, 
nere the Divell bends all the force 
of his endeavours, in this one thing 
he Jabours with all his art andicun- 
ning to hinder as many as hee can 
from the frequent ufe of the Eucha- 
rift or - holy Communian. And 
good God how many obſtacles, 
bow. many. lets and. impediments 
hatthe.iavented , how: many rubbs 
has. he laid-iin-ofhr. way to retardate 
our. intentions ang Kop the progreſie 
TT of 
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of our devotion, ſometimes he ſhaks 

our Faith with the blaſts of doub- 

ting feares , when this ſuggeſtion 

ſucceeds not and rakes no eft-&,then 

he colours his Tentation and ſug- 
geſts ro our ſoules that great revc- 
rence wherewith we ſhould come to 
theſe reverend and holy myſteries , 
and that the ſeldomer we come , we 
ſhall raſt and find a greater ſweet- 
nefle in. them, Ar other times hee 
propoſes -to us the example of 0- 
thers who ſcldome-.communicate , 
and yet are thought good Chriſtians 
Againe ſometimes hee ſtires up his 
Inſtruments to vex and diſquiet us 
with opprobrious ſpeeches , that ſo 
he may prevent and hinder ns,ſome- 
time he preſſeth our. thoughts. with 
the lumber of worldly bulineſſe , or 
troubles our heads with vaine and 
wandring thoughts and afflits our 
hearts with the anguithes and terrcrs 
of a gnilry Conſcience, if al! theſe 
will not doe , then he ſtirres up in 
us ſtrife and” hatred againſt our 
friends and Neighbours , by all 
which mcancs he detaings our ſoules 
| WE. from 
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from all love and affe&ions to Go: 


and holy dutizs, and makes our pre} 
paration to the Sacrament hard and 


difficult , and fall of paine and vex- 
ation, Some he deceives thus , hee 
perſwades eut of a pretence or ſhey 
of Religion to deterre that which 
they know ought not to be- omitted, 
Thus this Grand Impoſtor being 
of a Serpentine nature , winds and 
turnes himfſcife into divers ſhapes 
and triekes , ſets upon us with his 
cunning wilds and detuſions. And 
hence it is that delay followes upon 
delay,and one good purpoſe and rc 


Solution upon the neck of another j 


whilſt wee deferre from day to day , 
fromyweeke to weeke,nay from yeare 
to yeare to come to Chriſt in this 
heavenly Supper , nay which argues 
our wickedneſſe and ſinfull corrup- 
tion, we ſeldome come to this ban- 
quet but when we are driven and 


forc'd to it by the Lawes compul- - 


tion. 


We find Recorded Lyk 14. that 


Verſert6, # Fertaine man made a great Supper 


and bad. many , aud fent at ſupper- 
time 


The third figee. 


"Mime his Servant to fay to them tha* 


zere bidden Come for all things 
row are ready. And they all with 
ve mind began to make excuſe, 

One ſaid hee had bought afarme , 
ano:her Oxen, a third reply'd :bat 
he had maried a Wife, No man is 
at lcifure when he is to come to 
Chrilt , who is lively repreſented in 
the ſupper of the Euchariſt, To 

retend the care of Wife and Fami- - 
þ isan excuſe that carries with it 
ſome plauſibility, yer indeed it is at- 
es with grear folly , ſhall we not 
for one houre lay aſide all worldly 
thoughts and diſtempering cares , . 
the care'of our Farmes, Oxen , and 
Wives , atnd what elſe is deare and 
o_ tous , that ſo we may the 
etter imploy our ſelves in the ſtady 
and performance of thoſe things 
which concerne the eternall good 
and welfare of our ſoules. 

If wee were call'd to plow or to 
ſome ſuch toyleſome worke , there 
would be ſome reaſon for it , if wee 
ſhould chooſe rather to fleepe then 
digge : but being inyited to fit down 


At... 
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The third ſigne, 
at a feaſt with Chriſt, where? walf 
have none other food but his own 
body and blood , to withdraw ou 
ſelves from this banquet , to ſhunne 
this Feaſt is certainely a itzne of an 
impudent madnefle, 

If wee did fly from an angry Gol if 
wee ſhould ſhew that we deſcend 
from Adams race and lineage , bu if 
to flye from an appeaſed and mer. 
cifall God.from a God that invits 
us with all love and ſweetnefle to his 
Table adornd vvith heavenly dains 
ties,to turne from ſo goad a God, is 
the property not of men but beaſts, I]. 
But that our excuſes may not yvant 
their varniſh and colours vve do not 
palliate and cover our faulty  Idle- 
neſſe vvith filthy and. illegall -pre- 
tences, vve pretend not our [ hefts 
nor the foulenefſe of our Adulterics, 
:6be the , cauſe of our abſtaining 
from this heavenly Feaſt ; but our 
excuſe is fram'd and built upon co- 
lourable and honeſt things. For it 
is no ſinne to marry nor to take care 
for: ones Family, to buy Cattle and 
purchaſe . Land is a point of good 
: - Husban- 


te eng ens - 
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. chaſe Gods favour , or taſt 
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Tolo 


Impudence , can vve hope to pur 


ſweet of his goodnefle ? Ah wretch- 
ed ſoules | miſerable men that we 
are,hurtfull to none morethen our 


: ſelves, vvee freeze with could an 


| Exod.16.} 


yet. ſhun the fire, fick vve are aud 
contemne him that can cure us , and 
the more need vve haye of a Phyli- 
tior, by fo much the lefle vyee fecle 
and are {enfible 07 our malady and 
lckneſle, | 

Wee loath ſvveet Manna and 
hunt after ſtinking Onyous. God 
in times paſt commanded the 1ſrae- 
lits,fo gather Manua every day, but 
toreft ow the Sabbath : And vve 
(God be praiſed) have our Manna 
far mare precious thenthat. of the 
Ifraclites ,. We have the vvord and 
his Sacraments 3, this Manna vuce 
way freely uſe fo _ yyee have 
breath in our Noftritls before death 
ſazpriſe us , and our foates be tran» 
{:t:d toenjoy am/cternall Sabbath 
with God and [his holy Angells. 
Bur paore deocived Wretehes w 
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as we perſever in this boldfifo 
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iYfollow our firſt Fathers fteppes ; 4- 
(dam [ayes Gerſon ] would not , 
$f when he might eat of the Tree of 
«life , juſtly therefore was he puni- 
«ſhed, afterwards he could not when 
che would ; even ſo wee whilſt wee 
may, will not accept of mercies : and 
herein we betray our proud and con- 
tumatious Arrogancy , wee polt and 
fly with all haſt to rich mens Feaſts, 
but wee are hardly drawne and that 
ſeldome to the Table of Chritt, wee 
are not more droulie and lefle ative 
in any one thing , then in that which 
is the maine , even our ſoules falva- 
tion, 


bur} In other matters wee ſhew an 
veg ative agility, in this only a ſenſeles 
my and dull ſ{tupidiry which that .God 
the} Almighty may corre& and amend 
ndf in wh ſends us to the Ant, an exe 
KF ample of Induitry and diligence; Go 
Well to the Ant thou fluggard , Bebould 
th Y ber wayes and be wiſe, She by the 
i» F very guidance and Inſtin& of Na- 
uy ture, knowing that food is not to be 
s, por in Winter , gathers her food in 
*q Harveit and preparcs her meat in 
-F Summer, 'Thas 


Prov. 6. 


| -Jo6.51, 


-. ver ſee death,thall eſcape damnation. 


T he third Signe, 

Fhus onght we to doe with-mbre 
care and circumſpeQion of thaught 
out of a religious providence and 
proſpeRion to our. ſoules .good, 
ſhould provide in the Summer of our 
fAouriſhing youth , in the Harveſt of 
this life, that vs, 8 cam,that ſpirituall 
food which may beſtead and com- 
fort us in the Autumne of our old 
Age, and inthe could winter of 
Death. 

Chriſt Commends unto us this 
Immortal! food , where he ſayes; He 
that eateth of this Bread ſball live. 
for ever, | 

This bread is his body crucified 
wpon the Crofle, He that feeds on 
this bread by the mouth of Faith,ap- 
plying to his ſoule for pardon of his 
{linnes., the merit of his Sayiours 


death and paſlion,that man ſhall ne- 
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And they that are predeſtinated to 
Eternall life doe labour for this 
heavenly and ſoule quickning food, 
more thenthe Glutten does for deli 
cacyes, who{e-Belly is bis God. 
Chrilt when bee gave usthis vital 
| - =" 
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bread,this precious morſell , char» 
ging us to communicate oft , when 
he laid Doe this &c.intended not it 
ſhould be {lighted with a prophane 
negle&t, Our ordinary fodd , our 
daily repaſt , keepes the body in 
life and ſtrength , which otherwiſe 
by meanes of our naturall heat 
would be impay'rd and preſently 
conſum'd. No lefle but rather grea- 
ter vertue is in this blefled Sacra- 
ment of Chriits body and blood, by 
meanes of it, the life of our ſoule is 
preſcrved, which ottzerwife would be 
waſted by that devouring heat of 
our impure luſt and concupiſence 
© which rages \in the beſt 3 'There- 
* fore Ianocentius his Counſcll may 
© here take place, We mult beware 
* ( fayes he) leaſt by def:rring roo 
© long to receive the blefJed Sacra- 
© ment, the food of life , we incurre 
©the hazard of eternail Death, vr. 
© Hilary gives us. the {ame advice 3 
© Let us feare [eaſt being abſtraed 
Oo 

© or {eparated from the body of 
* Chrilt (ie, never communica- 
* ting with the faithfull in the holy 
* Euchariſt)we bz hereafter ſeverd 

D and 
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and baniihd from. God our:Swiour 
© we that never ceaſe to- ſin ſhould 
© never ceaſe to partake of rhe holy : 
© Communion: But this is our ma- 
lady, this one thing is our chiefe ler 
and impediment , Rather then wee 
will ceaſe to fin , wee forbeare to 
come to the blefled Communion ; 
We had rather deſert this heavenly 
[Table then ſhake hands and bid a» 
dew to our petulant wickednefle, 
wee are unwilling to be led ſweetly, 
as it were by the hand from our pol- 
ſations and impurity , to an koly 
converſation and praiſe of piety, 
Wee beleeved once the lyiug Ser- 
crſwading us that we ſhall be 


pent P 
| Gods, but we give no credence , no 


belicfe to Gad , aſſuring us that if 
we frequent this cx!eftiall banquet, 
Yee ſhall be converted and chan- 
ged into his divine nature , through 
the SanRification of his bleſſed Spi- 
crit Conlider what Chriſt promiſeth 


| ' Hethat eateh my fl'ſh aud arink- 
| .. Joh. 6,56. eth my blood, dwelleth in mee and 


F in bim : Wee heare Chriſt pro- 
miting , but we do not xeadily bc- 
Iceyc him 

— Chriſt 


P , TH, © 
Chriſt commands . us to doe 
this in memory , of his death 
and Paſſion upon the Croſſe, ;And 
no doubthis will is that we often da 
this : We conceive that his przcept 
is equall and juſt,but we contrary to 
what Chriſt intended, will not pei- 
{wade our ſelves , that this Com- 
memoration is often to be celebra= 
ted. All the ancient holy Fathers 
adviſe us in their writings to come 
oken to this feaſt, 'T heir Counſaile 
does not diſpleaſe us but our Cor- 
rupt and vitious cuitome prevaile 
with us. All the holy Martyrs 
aud Confeflors in the Primitive 
times have ſhind before us in their 
Godly example, inviting us ts the 

raRiſeof thoſe Saint-like and Re- 
ivious duties, 

The light of their piery ſhines, in 
our eyes, but we will not conforme 
our {chyes to them by a Godly imi- 
tation of their yertues. 

Bur to diſcover farther the cor- 
rupt perverſeneſle of our natures, let 
us put caſe, That as of as A man 
received the Communian , he were 
to receive ' withall a thouſang 
> -  ” _—_— 
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,Crownes ; If this condition were 
annexed to his duty , there were no 
need of any Rhethoricall expreſli- 
ons to allure him, thoſe Arguments 
dreffed in Gold would command 
his obedience by a ſweet force and 
unrefiſtable violence, 

On theſe termes of conjuring, we 
ſhould rather want a itaffe to Io 
the rude multitude off, then a goade 
to prick them on, Oh the blinde- 
nelle of man , we cannot ſee Gold 
but our affeions are inflam'd with 
a love and defire of it, becauſe wee 
conſider not that mine that rich 
treaſure which is wrapped up and 
containe hidden ia the blefſed Sacra» 
ment,:herefore it is by us entertaind 
with negle@, and vilified, That vaſt 
maſle of Gold ia both Indies com- 
pard with this unvaſuable Jewell, is 

' but dirt and mudde, 
It is beyond the pitch of the ſub- 
limeſt underſtanding to ſet upon it 
a true value and eſtimation, For by 


vertue of this holy Euchariſt ( or 
. Chriſts body and blood crucified , 


repreſented ro us in it ) our ſins paſt } 
of what na.ure or degree ſo ever are | 


blond 
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blotted out of Gods booke, fins to 
come are prevented , the ſtrength of 
cur imbred vitious corruptions is 
weakned, our underſtanding is cn- 
li-htned ; Our will and ait.&tions 
Rirred up and incited to the delire 
and loye of God and goodneſfle,our 
confcience is cleard being disbur- 
thened cf its heavy load : And by 
meanes of it we are furniſhed with 
ſpirituall Armature againſt the De- 
vill. It corroborates our Spirtts , 
that we faint not in adverſity 3 It 
ſuſtaines and ſupports our natures 
that wee fall not in proſperity. It 
confirmes us in the way of Godli- 


nefle ih Connancy an paticidty. 
Laſtly by the holy Euchariſt we re-" 
ceive a pledge of future glory , and 
by it we get a rich purchaſe, the con- 
tcmpt of dearh,and defire of heaven, 
the moderation of affeRions , and 
loathing of our vices , and a love of 
vertues,zhe victory over our ſeives , 
and perſeverance in good workes. 
But one may obje&, I dare nor 
come by reaſon of my great polſn- 
ton , my thonghts are vaine , my 
heart is. uncl cane , and not watmd 

D; with. 
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with the love of God , therefore I 
dare not come to the holy Commu- 
Aion. 

This excuſe is cither bad or to no 
purpoie, for the more wicked thou 
art the leffe is thy acceſle to it to bee 
deferr'd. Art thou nncleane-, come 
Srit bewailing thy fins.  .). The 
Euchariſt is a pure and living foun= 
taine, it will waſh away thy Itaines, 
Art thou fick,come,for it is the only 
medicine and Antidote whereby the 
maladies and- diſcaſes of rhy ſoule: 
may be cured. 

Att thou pinch'd with. an- holy 
hunger after righteouſnefſe, Come 
for the Euchariſt is the bread of 
Angells. Is thy Soule benumm'd 
with a deadly chillnefle, with a Lc-, 
thargy cf {in ? defer not to come for, 
the Euchariſt is ſuch a fire , ſuch an- 
heavenly flame, that will warme 
thy (pictt and enflamze it with devo- 
tion, 

Do thy ſpirituall Enemies., the. 
Divell or the Fleſh mole and ver 


thee,diftruſt not but come , for here, 


15 an Armory -, out of which thou- 
may'li tetch weapons to wound - ny 
_—.. 
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ſabdue-any of thy- Ghoſtly Adyer- 
faries. Art thou ſad and conſumd 
with waſting gricfe ? Here is Wine 
that maketh glad the heart of man. 
Delireſt thou delicacies ? certaiuely? 
there are not better then theſe which* 
ze Exhibited in this banquet , and* 
cheares the heart of Kings. Art thou- 
in love with thy heavenly Country, 
doſt thou long after it inthy deſires, 
and art thou moving to it ? Be-" 
hold here is thy YViaticum , thy pro- 
viionfor the way, more coftly then 
that was which E ljas bad in his paſs * 
ſage to mount Horeb, Tt Chriſts 
Garment had ſuch virtue in it , that * 
being only to touch'd ,it could op 
anTifue of blood , what efhcacy , 
what power may we conceive, to be 
in his body, when it is received and 
zpplyed by the hand of faith. - 

ut you may ſay I am unworthy 
to-partake of that divine food , nei- 
thet.cau I afford or give that reve- 
rence unto it, which is meet, I be- 
ſeech you deare Brother ler us not 
cover -and | cloake our floath- 
fullnefſe with a colourable prexenc? 
© of Reverence. 
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© It is better. (fayes 4quinas ) to 
© approack to this banquet out of 
* love then out of' a fond feare 
wholly to abſtaine from ir. St, 4mb, 
expounds that Petition of the Lords 
Prayer; Give us this day onr daily 
Bread, xo be meant of the Supper of 
our Lord : If it be daily Bread,why 
* receiyeft thou it but once a yeare ? 
* Receive | that daily which being 
©reccived will profit thee, So live 
© that thou maiſt be fitted to reccive 


* © ir gaily,for he that is rior. fatted to 


© receive it every day, is unwotthy 
*toreceive it after a yeares ſpace , 
© when he has taken a farfeir in finn 
© and wickednefle, For as St, 4m6. 
© in another place , if as often as the 
© blood of Chriſt is poured our (hee 
©meanes the Wine in the chalice, 
© which.is a ligne cf his blood it is 
poured out forthe remiſlion of (ins, 
It concerns mee to accept it ever, 
«with joy and thankfullnefle, and that 
c my fins may be wiped out and par- 
c dond, I that alwayes wound my 
« foule with {in,ought alwayes to ap- 
© ply to thoſe wounds a medicine; 


© Gemmadins Maſt henfes derer- 
miges. 
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*mines this point well. 


* I neither praiſe nor diſcommend. 


*the Art of thoſe who-receive every 


day the holy Euchariſt , yet I ex+- 


*hort and perſwade aſl Chriſtians, 


*having firlt ſubdued their afteRi>. 


©ons , and repented heartily of their 
* fins, to communicate cach Lords 
*Day : Hee that comes with a 
*mind not infeted with the love of 
*linne, that man comes .prepared. 
And who fo caits off all attzQions 
to his former finnes , that man cea- 
ſes to hate and begins to love God. 
Surely he is molt ungratefull to his 
maker,who for his ſake, and in obc- 
dience to his. Command , will not 
throw away and caſt out the poyſon 


of every peſtilent and foule aftei- 


on, that fo he may come prepar 'd to. 


the holy Communion , with thoſe 
that will not do this , God is highly 
and deſervedly diſpleaſed ; as ap- 


peares by that parable of. the grear 


man that made a Feaſt and invited: 


Gueſts who would not come, I ſay 
unto you, (faid that Mr, of the Fa» 
mily, that none of theſe men ſhalt 


talt of my ſupper _ Lord ? not * 


tall 
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taſt of rhy Supper ? why they-are 
thoſe that will not come and taſt ct 
ir,and doſt thou Judge this to. bee a 
fr puniſhment for their obRinate 
Rebcllion ? ſoit is. Their doome 
proceeded our of their own mouths, ' 
They ſaid, they will not, and God' 
ſayes they ſhall not, "Thus. by their * 
ungodly and rebellious will they * 
trad be puniſh'd, When the City of 
Samaria was ſtraitned with a ſore ' 
famine , which threatned a.generall 
deitruftion , And E1lisha promiſed, 
that within a few dayes , thereſhould . 
be great ſtore and plenty..of corne. 
and other proviſion one of the lords 
of that City ſcoffing at his. predi-, 
ion, anſwerd . Though the Lord 
wonld make windowes in beaven.,.. 
could this thing come to paſſe ? to- 
vhom Et:fha replyed, 2 ehold,thou 
ſhalt ſee #t with thin e ezes but ſhall . 
210 eate thereof. It hapgend to that: 
proud Lord, as the Prophet foretold -- 
And thus at this day-are many pu- 
niſhed, They ſee abundance or: 
good ftore of this holy bread in the 
Buchariſt,but they eat not of it. And , 
thoy , cold ChriRian , whoſe heart. , 
3 
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is frozen with hatred and malice's 
thou who now contemneſt 'Gods 
Ordinance, thou ſhalt ſee the bread 

the -Table, and the Wine 
itand by it, but God will not give 
thee grace to drink'of this or talt of 
thar;*T hou. ſhakt-ſee--and heare of 
many who h4ve-beene refreſhd by 
this heavenly. banquet , whilſt thou 
in the meane time art ſtarved and 
fmiſhed, Becauſe thou haft exclu- 
ced thy felfe,thon art debarred from 
comming:to Gods able, by which 
thou might have beene plentifelly 
fed and fatisfied; - However it bee 
thus with the ringodly and wicked , 
yet thoſe that are predeRtinated to 
eternal] life , that are the genuine 
and true ſons cf Ged,count it a* a 
matke of Gods high 'diſpleaſure to 
want this heayen ]y bread,and rhere- 
fore they negle&' no opportuniry,” 


omirno occahon,whereby they may 


obtaine and purchaſe it ,-for they * 
are not Ignorant,that rhe moſt pro- - 


vident Creatour hath allotted its 
proper food to every creature, as to 


Eagles birds ,to Lyons wild bealty? © 
vehe Morte Oates,to.an Oz Hay, * 
| POTS for 
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to ſheepe Graſle,to the Whale fiſhes 


ro man bread that comes out of the 
Earth,but to thoſe that are his Sons 
by the grace of Adoption , hee hath 
appointed better food, that is bread 
from Hezven, | 
This hcavenly-bread, this bread of 
Sons , this bread of Angells, Gods 
adopted. Saints for the moſt part 
receive with an ardent deſire , with 


meſit ſubmiſſive reverence and with. 


that aff:ion which becomes Gods 
vcloved Children , who had rather 
ſhew themſelves to be Gods ſons by 
tmmodelt piety, then appeare to bee 


his Exemics by an imPious mode-.. 


ſty. 


ia the number of the prxdeſtinate , 


Chriſt ſhould thus ſpeake by the Rtill 
voyce of his ſpirit, wai'it he is recei- . 


vinz the holy Sacrament, 
»ſtder ſeriouſly with thy moſt 
colleffed though; 5, what and how 


great things 1 bavedone and ſuffc-- 
red of my meere love to thee, to ex-- 


p:ate thy fnnes. Lift up the Eyes 


9% thy (04% , end behold with good 
aiteatian the thornes that peirced: 


"y. 


If to any ones conſcience , who is . 
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wy bead aud the many \Sorrowts 
that reut my, beart. My. vody- was 
wounded, with whips and-nails , 
but my ſou{e 1eceived-its monnds 
from mauy great and unſufferable 
Injuries. For thy ſake I bad uwlmoſt 
Is the garden felt dedths. ſtroke , 
There the {aſhes of my inward egrieſs. 
dig anticipate the-whipping of He-- 
rods Souldiers. Thinke net with thy 
ſeife wh at 1 ſuffered from my foes, 
whe ſuch beauy strohes were laid 
on me by ny freinds. ſheu Kuow=- 
eft upon bow bard a bed 1 dyed ſor 
thee. If thou hadi't rot find L had 
not ſuffered... My loxe (that thou. 
mayſt vaderflaud the greatuefſe of 
it ) moved me td undergoe the moſt 
tit:er and lenominions death , bats 
noue could he - ſound more bitter 
and Ignomimous then that I'did 
ſuftaine for thee the death of the- 
creſſe. Behold 1',T\, who am the 
ſon of G ad,bane died for thee , poore - 
(infall man , aud if that death bad : 
yet beene (ufficient , 1 would: not 
baxe refuled to dye'a thouſand times - 
wo'e ts. bave redeen'd thee from- . 
the power of death, and Het. _ 
= WHAas : 
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| what wilt thou dot for thee if thu 


de fir eft my love ſhoxiti ' continue 
azd abide in thee ,nuſwere it with 
the like affeFion' , ard (as 1 loved 
the ſo loue "mee ngane. I loved 

thee to death, my loue nailed mee 
to thee croſſe , but tell mee bow 
far ſhall thy loge cary thee? when 
Chriſt our "loning redetmer ſhatl 
thus beſpeake the confeience;what 
man, that is predeſtinate, will nor 
returne this anſwer, drowning firſt 


| his -checkes with a flood of teares; 


0 -my "deare Sawieur' .-mwy moſt 
loving Lord ;I will love thee eutn 
to-death ,-yea to be death of the 
Croſſe , if thou'fhalt be [7 pleaſed 
f0-call we to it. Aud 'O myTeſus, 
my moſt ſweete Jeſus , would to 
Goa I might be ſo honourd as 1o dy 
for thie but what am I that i 
ſhould think my ſelfe 'worthyto dy 
for thy fake to ſet forth thypaiſe, 


and io aduance thy "Glory ; And' 


baw great 1s thy love , ob my life 
and joy, which moved thee to faff er 
ſo mach alone and: to dye for mee? 

Buch heavenly dialogues, ſuch ho«- 


ly Gghs and groancs ate wont to; be 


te 
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the Colloquies that. paſſe betweene+ 
Chriſt and the ſoules of Commu»: 
nicants,who are his ele& ones, his- 
Sons -and -Servants, : And by ſuch 
inward and familiar diſcourſes , is 
God+ unired Intintately to their - 
ſoules, And'for this tauſe we make 
a frequent receiving of the hoty Eu- 
charilt, a ſure andInfallible ligne ' 
of prxdeſtination, If wee comets * 
that facred banquet with'due -pre- * 
paration , with hearts purgd frm 

all rancour and malice, and adorn'd 
with faith and godly purpoſes of 
new obedience, -But for all that'is- 
taught us in Bookes and out of the- 
Pulpits , the greateſt patt of Chrl- _ 
{tians are ſo-Jul*d aſleepe and be- 

ſotted with an evill cuſtom that nei- 
therexamples of the god[y,nor admo 


Initions of Gods Saints can Rtir them 


up and mould them toa more fre-: - 
quent uſe of the Sacrament, Poose 
fouleg ſuch meg are to bee lamented 
withreates, whoſe hearts are ſo flinty, 
whoſe breaſts are fo child and fro- 
zen as it were with Inhdetity, that 
they ſhun this bright guar”. ro 
moſt glorious Sun, not conli ng 
| 
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chat they. are deluded by the Crak 
and ſubtilry of . Satan who. labours. 
by all meanes poſſible to extinguiſh. 
the fre af divinc love in us;that wee. 
being as it were. ſtiffe with. could. 
with the want of loye to God, may 
live like dead .men, and dye in our 
finnss, and never come to the land 
© of the living, but hee that loves, 
© Chrilt with an ardent afſeQion , 
© defires uothing more then to bee. 
© where Chrilt is ſo ſayes Caſsias- 
rus. Wee may laugh at him for fol. 
ly and Ignorauce,wbo ſayes he loves 
his friend , yet defires.not his pre- 
ſence. . 
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The Renouncing and Ta 


ving aſl things , for 
Chirſt : ſet ont by this Sym=- * 
boll.'An Altar ' naked and: 
uncoverd. Theworts 
_ taken Quit of thie © 


But the things which were Yah" 


r a me thoſe L 
——_ 54 hr CPs, 
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'S of R blefed Saviour 
n claimes by his holy e3 
| Hee that Prſaheth not aft things 


] that he þ poſſe ferb, feth, be eayyot bee my 
Diſcip le. 1th cotfimian 4d us. 


to tenolice at, "her hath rwaey 
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us to renounce all, hee hath perſwas 
ded us to icave all ( to wit , in'our 
Qions ) and to fellow the ex- 
ample of his holy life, adhering to 
kis Heavenly 'Do&rine. So let e- 
yery one wh ofe high-borne foul 
os him to be ofa more noble 
then to deave and Rtick fait 

in his Jove to things of the Earth 
Let every Chriſtian fay out of #ſct- 
or wg ation, I had rather be moſt 
mched with poverty , then 

In ele laſt manner 6 6 ſelfe 
to be Gods enemy. I had rather be 
fpoild of all my Goods, then waut 
His ſoule ſaving grace, poverty hath 


cence the cauſe that many have 


turn'd rich Merchants. not of fine 
flke,nor of fweer-and _—_ pices; 
but of Heaven and happinelſe, The 
Kingdome of heaven (layes our deare 
Saviour ) is like unto a Merchant 
man, ſeehing precious-Jewells, aud 
when bt had found- one , hee went 
aud ſould all that be bad and 
age it, | | 
t Merchant thought'it neta 
| Fool all his 
wealth aid ſubRance, Indeed hee 
7... F3-0 
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no fosſer But only -fdler;bes 
ate by parting withhis money ke * 
purchat'd a gemme of great = 
ard value, He gave to Chit in 
his poore members a little earthly 
lh, and for this Chriſt gave him 
an Acquittance under his-hand 0- 
repay him in mercy with the reward: 
of heaven, Hee contemned- hisi 
Gold, and had eternall glory in 
pawne for it. 

He was ready , if God had beene 
ſo'pleaPd , to have forſaken all his 
Lands and pofleſRons, and for this 
willing teadigefte and TubjeRion to 
the will of God , hee has gotten a 
Kingdome which hath no bounds , 
being Infinite and without all ex» * 
*tent and limitation, 

© Hee that has a Jewelf-irfhis poſs | 
*"{ſhon'( (ayes Chryſoltome very 
*vell) knowes himſelfe ro be rich, 
© although it be unknown to others, - 
* by reaſon that his Jewell is hid or 
ſhut up in a bagee. So it- is with a 
fairhfull- Chriſtian, he knowes hints - 
ſelferobe in a hap rn oy 
the men of the world think c 
from whoſe eyes his faith and 
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ward. vertues are hid, To ſpeaks 
truly. we were ſent by God into i 
this. world, to negotiate , nor to Þ 
ſpend curtime in florh and riot;zund 
there is npne {o poore and indigent, 
but may do as that Merchant did, he 
may mak2 a purchaſe of” Jewells 
which are in:{timable, not to bee. 
prizd oc valued, 

Hee that hath gotten-*Chriſt hath 
all things , hee has God for his 
friend who is all in all ; : A God of 
mercy and bounty who ſeeks us 
when wee are loſt - and defires not 
© our goods but only'to ſave us ( 2s 
© St. Aug. ſweetly meditates) to be- 
©ftow upon us the riches of his mer- 
* cy and goodnefle, 

Neither is there any that fo <> 
bounds in wealth and large pofſel- 
ons , but :that hee may without 
feare of lofle throw: away and diſ- 
eſteeme all rhofe,to procure theſe u- 
nions, theſe gemmes of Gods grace, 
Yet this Merchandiſe , this trading 
for Grace, exa&ts not of ns,, that 
aftually wee 1cave and forſake our 
riches but that we be in. a preparati- 
oor readineſſe of mind, if need be, 

to. 
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ſho part with them, "The manner of 

is Negotiation is not to expend 
il our money , to give away our 
neanes in a laviſh and prodigall 
vrefuſenfle , but to beever reſfolv'd 
ith full purpoſe of our hearts ra- 
her-to have metcy or our ſoules 

ay'd,then by ſparing our money to 
ring them to eternall woe and 
MmIiTrY, 

A good and faithfull Chriſtian 
had rather bee a beggar then Gods 
enemy. We muſt not lay downe 
our foule for our money , but our 
money for our ſoules , eyther by a 

oluntary or free contribution of it, 
or by our patient ſuffering , when 
weare forced to leave or looſe , our 

zmnmon. And hee that can doc 
his, reſigne up his wili.to his hea- 
venly Father,and relye upon Chriſt 
for the pardon of his finnes , tſiat 
. man is przdeſtinated , and is in the 
number of thoſe that ſhall be ſ#v'd, 
And not only the DoQrine of the, 
Apoltles but even reafon it ſelfe 
moves and invites us to this, The 
Story relates of one Sti/pox ,to 
whom when his Country was de- 
TY : Kroy'd 
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Kroy'd.,. his ;Children'flaine,, 
Witt taken from him,and hee on 
had eſcapt the hands ofhis enemi}} 

 Eis friend Demetrius. put this qu 

.Rion , asking him! whether he þ 
« loſt all ? [ have loſt nothing, 

© plyed hee,for I cary all my goal 
all my treaſure about me : Sofa 
that Phyloſopher Bias , whole (e 
was planted above the world , x 
a3 mired not riches. Both theſe c 

ried in their breaſts and magazine 

Vertues,not te be ſcene with mc 
tall eyes,and farre aboveall cant 
treaſures, 

Todo as the former did, in 
Idolater or Heathen man may bt 
a note or marke of a generous mit 
but in a Chriſtian tis a, figne. th 
he is pradeſtinate to. eternall 
vation, when ke can forſake all a 
fellow Chriſt , and count him 1! 
chicfeſt gaine , That man is am 
tervaur of Chriſt , who being ſti 
&: of all his outward goods , | 

arcs fay in truth and fincerity; 


beare all my treaſure about nee. / 
is within mee, for I have God,, ar 
\ lo haveall things , inward joy an; 
£7Y comfo 
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© comforts, which are a pledge of my 
Y future happineſle, : 
We read of a holy man by name 
VY Francis Aſ$ifinas who ſpent many 
>» {fights with great delight in medi 
bY rating and oft repeating theſe foure 
SOOY words Dews menus of omuid i. e: my 
Cl G4 is all tn all unto mee, let us 
imitate the example of this good 
2 "man, andin all our extremity and 
want, let each of us glory and re- 
JF joyce in God ſaying with him,Dews 
nil #1643 et omnia, Having GodT have 
al things, ler ocher men ſeeke after 
this or that,let them in a.greedy per- 


1 ſuite of their ſoules defires hun. af- * 


& tr pleak vanities, I ſecke God 
him alone, him I defire, and in 
ook I will delight, © wy God thox 
nf 7 att in all unto mee : 1 leave 
"riches and honours -nd pleaſuresro 
__ others, let mee have. God , and I 
ſhall haye all rhings : Ler orher 
ncen exjoy their worldly. treaſ#res, 
let them be Lords of this world-, I 
envy not , their ſtately piles nor 
heir golden Mountaines , I cover 
Foot rheir cyrious and exquilite de- 
PWights,; Godt js. all in. all to mee. 
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Lhere is nothing ſo good , Nothing 
ſo comely and pleaſant which is aut 
fure outſtrip'd by that cheif: and 
{upreame Good , which . is beay 
and excellency ir ſelfe, O my Gul 
Zhou art all in ail to mee, what 1 
varicty of luits burne in'mee ? hoy 
many fires glow in my breaſt ? hoy 
am I (corchd with the heat of divers 
wanton defires?'T am fo petter'd} 
wich them that I may ſay with that 
ſunatike man;z Sometime I am caf 


into tbe fire, ſometime into the we 


ter 3 but what are thoſe things 1 
purſue with ſo eager a greedines; 
Alas tney are vaine,fading,and hi- 
thy,and belixdes this , momentany 
they never laſt long bur either fo 
fake their owners or. lovers befor 
their death or deſert them when the) 
are dying , My God , my love ,"n 
joy , my all things , what is it I ca 
defire with my greedy Appetite 
which out of thy ſelfe , who art 
rich. Rorchouſe of bleſſings , tho 
caalt not afford unto mee? Om 
God tho art all things , in'thee ar 
all perfetions and excellencye 
Thou art meat and drink, joy : 
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reſt to mee, Thou art my one! 
delight and comfort , my chiefe! 
honour and glory,thou arr all theſe 
and more then all” this ro'mee'; 
for although I finde and-feele a 
ſatisfaftion of my delires in a large 
ſupply of my wants , and helpe in 
my neceſſities ; although I am re- 
pleniſhed and refreſhed with meares 
and drinkes, and enjoy thole plea« 
ſures my ſoule delires , yWthis en- 
joyment, and thoſe repleniſhings, 
andall other refreſhmentgwithour 
' God, would turne to diſcomforts. 
My God thou art all in all ts ices 
'Þ to entioy thee, to. bee refreſvdand 
recreated by thee- , 'is to cojope all 
ood things that conduce tomans * 
T tclicity. . But O my God, whiltt - 
J thus challenge a ſhare in thee ; Lam 
oppreſſed with labour,afflifted with 
© Sriefe,and cares diſtraft mee , my 
ſubſtance is dimintthed , I am out 
of favour with the world , my 
friends trouble mee, and I am vcx- 
jj <d by my encmics. 
Y L{hus maya good Chriſtian ap- 
peale to Gad, yet withall will he (ay 


with 
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with St, Paul, I feare none of theſe 
Acts 20, things neiber count 1 my life pre- 
24+ Elois wato mee, ſo that 1 way fi- 
ziſk my courſe with joy. For all 
thoſe calamitics ruſhing on me at 
once are nor evills ſolong as I haye 
Gods aid, and aſliſtance who'is- our 
chiefeit Go0d.Dens menus et omnir, 
50 long as I have God , I have al! 
things , andcare for nothing elſe, 
Thou @ thy. God , O Goodneſleit 
ſelfe,thoyart my reſt in labours,my 
dclight in griefes, my ſecurity in the 
midtt of my cares, Thou art wealth 
ro met in poverty, thou art a Caſte 
of defencc to ſhield me from the in- 
valienand violence of my foes ; a 

| refuge in the time of trouble , when 
I am ftcaitned by any calamities, 
Thou art all things to mee , even 
whatſoever my heart can dehire or 
wiſh. Riches and plenty to mee, 
without God is poverty, But why 
do poore nan men thirlt after 

| impure and muddy ftreames, whilſt 
they pretermit and neglect the foun 
taine ? we have a moſt cleare and 
ſoule-refreſhing Spring , of which 
A - | By 
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wee taſt with the mouth of faith , 
wee ſhall feele how good it is, 

T his ſpring or fountaine is-God, 
having him,wee have al things, that 
can fall within the compalſle of our 
defires, 

If our ſoules ſtand in this poſture 
with God, if wee eltceme him our 
only and chiefe Good, when poyet- 
ty whips us, when fcrtune frownes 
on us, although cur joy nay bee a 
lirtle Ecclipſed , yer our ſorrow 
ſhall be much abated , no caſualty 
ſhall hurt us,and death ſhall not af- 
fright us,being out of the reach of 
both theſe , the only bug-beares cf 
proud diſtruſtfull wor!dlings: 

There is a ſecond ſor: of Chri- 
ſtians not inferiour to the former in 
content and happineſſe, Theſe 
with Lot and Abraham” have large 
puſleſhions but adhere not unro 
them in ticir love and affeciions 
They haveGold in their Chelt , 
but God in their heart, An4 :here- 
fore greive not immoderately , 
when having loſt all, they are 
brought ro extreme want and po- ' 
| E 2 Yerty 
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verty,for indeed ,that is loft with- 
out griefe, which is poſſeſs without 
love. But thoſe things which wee 
love. ardently, whileſt they arein 
84 poſſeſsion,we bewaile the loſſe 
of them with bitter lamentation. 
So ſayes St. Greg : That good 
which makes us truly goad and hap- 
py,we gladly receive, and part with 
it not ealily : for that: cannot ber 
term'd our proper and true G ood, 
which may be taken from us by the 
hand of violence. Go to now, Sf 
ean , ACt thy malice to thy height, 
do what thou. pleaſeſt , ule all thy 
ſubtle ſhifts and devices; A the 
part of a Meſlenger , faine thy ſelf 
to be a poſt, or Carrier ( Thou ſhal: 
finde to thy greifc, that the whol: 
race of Iobs family is not quite ex- 
tin&, yet there lives thoſe who 
with a chearefull willingnefſe can=\ 
bid adicu to all their loſt poſſeſſi 
ons) Run therefore and tell ſuch an 
one , cry aloud in his Eare, and ſay,* 
Thy money. and all thou had'R, is 
waſted and conſumed by fire:Heare 
cow what he will retort by way off: 
Anfwe 
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Anſwer to thy Meſſage , I had biz 
a #aAone man if Thad not loft my 
money. Now that I am disburdned 
cf this thick clay,T ſhall valk more 


nimbly,and and move with. more 


Azility to heaven , which is my 
Country,a place of Reit and eve:- 
laſting Glory, God hath eaſed me 
cf a deare, yet a dangerous burthen, 
nnd hath put me into a more happy 
condirion, And what God inten- 
. dd for a Remedy to prevent finne 
m mee, I ſhall not account that a 
lofle, but a great gaine, Why then 
ſhould I if 

e (with gricfe and ſadnefle for the loſle 
Nof thoſe rhings,which I ever enjoy'd 
witha mind willing to loſe , and 
leave them, whenſoever it pleaſed 
God to {trip mee of theſe outward 
Comforts,and repay mee with [pi- 


M, Ericuall and Inward conſclations ? 


Now I am more mine owne,whilit 

thoſe things are no longer mine, 
Heare this O yee muck-wormes , 
yee Fex:s of the World , that have 
cltcd your ſelves and your ſoules 
In carith , and have drowned your 
E 3 thoughts 


ict my ſelfe in vaine 
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thoughts in voluptuous delights , 
ſcarce ever thinking of Heaven, or 
future happineſſe, Hgare and con- 
ſider what 1s the language and opi- 
njon of thoſe who are predeſt;nate 
to bee Heires of the celeſtial! para- 
dice,who cannot ſuſtaine ſo great a 
{eHe,but that they will break out in- 
eo this joyfull expreſſion. It is no 
lofſe but uſury , when for a ſmall 
dammage we find a- profitable re- 
turne, with great advantage , and 
whenby parting with a ſmall pit- 
tance. of carth, we obtaine Heaycn, 


Bleſed arg w__ 
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I'S 
Perpernall Tribulation at. 
rended with patience , 
Set out unto us by a Roſe- 
Tree , which is full of 
Prickles, with this 
Motto. 


LvVK 6. 21, 


31eſſed are yoo that weepe now » 
for yee ſhall tangh. 


VVE E read in the Goſpell of C.16,25» 
; St, Luk , that when the rich 
Glutron lay ſcorching ig his deſer- 
ved flames, 4b/abam objeed this 
t0 his aflied conſcience. 
S#, remember then in thy lift- 
E 4 t1me 
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time receavd'fs thy good things, 
but Lazarus evil! things , thou en- 
199 ft pleaſuzes , but nee [uffrred 
pines , now therefore be 15 0079, 
forted, bui thou art tirmentcd. 
Thus men have their clianges by 
a ſpeciall and infallible decree ct 
God. Suffer we raft either her-,or 
hereafter in that other world which 
fhall ſucceed this. Chooſe wee may 
which we will, either to ſuffer here 
or there , none ſhall eſcape , every 
man mukſt aid thall bee a (Rt-rer, 


Orat. 3- de 7hen thou ſeeft 4 man ( (ayes St 


Lazaro, 


© Chryl. ) that loves Virtue and 
*goodneſle, yer- groaning under the 
* croſle and prefled with many 
© troubles; think ſuch a man happy, 
© who for his fins in this life is cha- 
*ſif'd, that in the other hee may re- 
© ceivean everlaſting reward. 

It is impoſiible for a man who 
hath bid defiance to the world and 
to the Dzvill , and wages Warre 
with his luſts,to be at quict & eaſe, 
God altowes not his Champion, 
(luch is a daring Chriſtian ) to 
pamper his fleſh with delights and 

| ES Wall- 
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wanton pleaſures. Hee that hath 
ehtred the liſts to wraſtle with his 
corruptions , mult not feed his.car- 
nal! defires with dainty and coſtly 
dithes. 

This preſent life is nothing elle 
but a continuall ſtrife, a wralfling- 
place,a race,or war, combating with 
lin and greife, The life ro come is 
atime of rett : rhis is deputed to [2- 
bour.and toylings , with daily dif- 
contentments and ſorrowes, 

© There isno man who having 
* {trip't or anointed his body to 
* wraſtle,or to run a race , that will 
* {ecke or defire reſt, for if thou dc= - 
* fireſt ro fit ſtiff upon a ſoft cuſhion 
* why didſt thon put off thy -clothes 
© and make that preparation ? why | 
* didſt thou dencunce warre againit Cliryſ. Ep 
© the luſts of thy corrupt nature , if 2 ad;il- 
* thou never intznded'it ro take up 
* Armes to ſubdue the rebellious c,,, 
© motions of thy fleſh. | 

Let not this trouble thee, that ſuch 
and ſnch men live at eaſe, and rhou 
thy ſelfe ſubjeR to divers tenrati- 
ons and dayly miſrries 3 otherwiſe 

| E Ig you 
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you mult charge St. 7ames with a 
great error who ayes , My Bri- 
thren count it exceeding joy when 
Je fall into divers tentations: Iru- 
ly ( faid Seneca) that man of all 
men is moſt unhappy , who never 
taited of the gall ct adyerlity, Ir is 
an argument that ſuch a man is 
eontemned by God, as one that is 
weake and unworthy to ſuffer per- 
ſecution, . No greatcr honour can 
befall a Chriſtian , then to bee 
bronght upon the Stage by God to 
grapple with affliction ; | 

Ir is a certaine marke and badge 
of bleſſedneflc , when one rejoyces 
inhis ſuffrings,and when he is beſet 
with evills and begirt with ſorrowes, 


to lift up his ſoule to God with joy. 


and cheerfullneſſe, whilſt teares run 
downe in abundance upon his 
Cheeks. 

Indeed Chriſt knew full well 
wee Poore mertalls loaded with an 
heape et daily crofles have no other 
comfort belides the hope of our fu- 
ture reward, yet he as if wee were 
bleflced aud happy , fayes thus unto 


us: Bee.olad. and rejojyce. Not-- 
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withſtanding this exhortation, how 
doe wee break our owne hearts, and 
trouble others cares with vaine. la- 
mentations and cryes,when we arc 
afflifted ? how do we whimper and 
complaine like Children , how do 
wee tremble and quake at every 
itroke of. fortune 2 Never .ac- 
knowledging with love and thank- 
fullnefle ,.rhe fatherly: and gentle 
hand of God , who does not pu=- 
niſh according to our deſcrvings , 
whoſe hand roo is an healing hand, 
for hee wounds that he may cure 
us. We ſcarce have ſo much know- 
ledge as is-in little boyes,who know 
and are perſwaded , that a wound 
made in the-body by a Chirurgion 
6 an IntroduRion to, and the be 
ztinning health, ſo that to many 
it often rime proves a medicind. 

God wonnds to heale , wot to kill 
and ac ſtr oy us, 

The blefled Apcitle P eter doth 
witncſle this. 1f you ( ſajes be ) 
[uffer for righteonſneſſe jake, haj- 
pyare yee, for this is thanks wer- | 
i by if @ may ſor von{cienee-ſake x Perl3.14 | 

8 fowerds | | 
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toward, God ſuffer grieſe wrone- 
fully : for what praiſe 38 it if when 
Je be buſfeted for your fanlts , yet 
Jake it patiently ;- but and if 
when ye do well yee (uſſer wrong , 
and rake it patiently, this iy acceg- 
table to God. 

© To this purpoſe Saint Greg, 
© ſpeakes thus : It happens for the 
© molt part, that every one who is 
© ordained to6 eternall falyation, is 
© caſt downe and depreſſed with 
© continuall adverhity,is deſpiſed by 
© all men ,” and thought unworthy 
© ef that Grace and favour which 
© the world diſpenſes to thoſe men 
© who have no blifle , and delight 
© in any thing more - then Riches 
* and honour, 

However the ele& be contemned 
here on earth, yet they arepreci- 
ous in the eſteeme of God , for 
that they ſhine inwardly with the 
huſtre of grace and piety. They 
feare to bee honourd , and think 
not much to be diſpil'd : Their bo- 
dies may be pin'd with faſting and 
abſtinence: , yet their foules are 

| fat 
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fat and repſeniſhd with love and c- 
ther vertues. Their minds are al- 


waycs prepared for ſuffering. And ' 


being refolv'd ro live and dye in 


their uprightnelle- and integrity , 
rey rejoyce with exultation when . 


they are loaded with ſcornc and 
Isnominy. * 


Truly the erernall and moſt Prom - 


videut Lord God, vſes not-to pam- 
per his ſervants with worldly. plea- 
lures and delights: he tryes them by 
extremities, hee. hardens them by 


crolies and ſo. fits and prepares * 


them for himſelfe, yer ſo, that in the 
mcane-rime hee ſuſtaines and up= 
holds them with his promiſe. 

VV hea thou paſſeſt through the 
waters, I will bee with thee, aud 
the floods [hall not. overwheime 
thee , when thou weleſt in the 
fire thaw ſhalt not be- burut , the 
flame ſhall net bare thee. 

Indeed,God doth oft-tymes caft 
us into the water and fire , he per- 
mits us to be dipt in the one , and 
ſcorched in the other ; he makes a 
tryall -of us' þy the ſunamer heat of 


pro” . 
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proſperity and the winter frolt cf 
adverfity ;zbur yet thoſe whom he has 
predeftinated to life cternall,he will 
not ſuffer to be drown'd in the wa» 
ter or conſumd in the fire, God is 
faithfull who will not ſuſſer you to 


be tempted above that yen are able, 

but will even give the iſiue with 
the tentation tha: you may be able 
is beareit, 

Con cerning this fifth norte of 
predeſtination : Lydev. Blofpus in 
his book of fp irituall Inſtitution 
* ſayes excellently thus. There is 
© not one more certaine ſigne of 
Gods eleRion, then when one ſuf- 
© fers afflition , and whatſoever 
© God ſhaſl inflit on him,not with 


' ©reluancy,but with patience and 


© humility , ſeeing that nothing can 
* happen more prefitable unto 
© man, then to be afflited with 
n 1, Soars 
© Lhis is that ring of ineſtimable 
* price and yalue , which God bc- 
© towes upon a ſoule betrgthd unto 
© him in a ſpirituall bond of Matry- 
. mony, . And -it is a thing of {o 
| great 
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* creat worth to ſuffer the leaſt 
F* trouble or perſecution for God , 
'that St,Cryſ. is bold to averre 
*it for an undenyable truth, that 
there is nothing better in the world 
'then to ſuffer for the Glory of Hom. $, in. 


$ God, C. 4.4 
© The Ele@ ſhall in this life yo 
*drink of the Brooke in the way , 
*therefore ſhall they ſift np their 
t head with joy ; Now they are de- 
*prefled and crod upon with ſcorne, 
(that hereafter they may be advan=-- 
*ced to Glory in heaven, like palme 
Trees, which ſhoote up the higher 
*ingroth , the more they are kept. 
under and oppreſ.?d4 : God would 
have us . underſtand with a cleare- 
and ſcrtled knowledge ., . that the 
ny we ſcek,and for which: we take. 
uch paynes, is not eafily obtained , 
bur is hard and . Infinite, So that 
Mercus the Anchoret (aid not a— 
*miſle; God Almighty _ CON- 
*{cious of our. Imbecillity , 
"and knowing well the finful in-- 
*firmityes of our nature, how- 
*-that wee. are prone to floths. 
"ther pr" a _- 


T he fifth ſigne. 
and ſubje& to fainting humours , 
© never beſtowes any great bleſling 
© upon amy,unleſſe he tirit ſuſtaines 
© the burthen of ſome calamity, 
When Moſes had obeyed Gods call 
aad forſaken Pharavhs Court . hee 
preſently was aſſaulted as it were by 
Troopes, wich poverty , contempt , 
and treacheries from the King,with 
the feare of death , and therefore 
forced to fly for his life, 
© We ſee (fayes St. Greg) how 
© that Gods elect live vertuoully,& I 
© honeſtly, and yer are perſecuted , F' 
© they do well and fufſer ll: from 
© whence we may colle&, with what F 
© ſeverity the ſevere Judge of Hea- F” 
© yen and carth, will puniſh the un- 
© godly and reprobate , ſeeing that 
© thoſe whom he loves are by him ſo 
ſharply correftrd. "Thou art much 
© miſtaken;( O Chriſtian man ) if 
© thou thinkſt to goe to Heaven 
*xhole and ſound without a bruiſe, 
* and not having a bone broken : 
©Looke about thee with an Eye of 
© attentive obſervation , 2nd thou 
ſhalt perceive & find thar thoſe who 
Ars 
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are rich in vertnes, abound for the 
Moſt cart in affliftions , and thoſe 
whe abound in vices are ſtor'd with 
riches , and other worldly Com- 
moditics, : 
Tis true,that thoſe Beaſts: which 
we d:RKin'd tro the Shambles , ſport 
2 ie10ble in fat-paſturcs whillt 
o:hcrs arc ſweating under the yoke, 
and toy:ing in other Jabours ; even 
10 Men vic ars alhgn'd by an cter=« 
rail decrcs, ro heaven, they ſport not 
3th wanton Wwe :Lalings in the 
fire anc pleaſant medows of earth=- 
ly delights, but they lye here and 
there in corncrs , bewailing thee 
bns with g's and gr ones, | 
Mc true is that of Ludov.Blce : 
* bus, whom God: has decreed to 
tranſlate to a better life , and to - 
fcrowne with glory and ho- 
nour , he uſes not, to wath with 
a ſoft and gentle hand , but 
to plunge over head and cares 
in the (alt .Sca of Tribulation. 
Galen and Hippocrates have 
wght ps how. to preſerveJife and 
aintaine it in health and itrengrh, : 
Chriſt 
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Chrift hath raught us to hate ang 
loſe ir for his fake ; ſo that what 
Themiftecles once ſaid of him» 
ſelfe,all the the Saints and Mar, 
tyres in heayen will hereafter con« 
feſſe with joyfull and thankfull ac- 
clamation; wnleſſe we had loft onr 
ſelves we had beene loſt and wun- 
done. By looſing their lives fer 
Chriſt,many have obraind falvati- 
on. And undoubtedly many of 
thoſe who are now at Gods right 
hand in Glory had for ever periihd 
and beene tormented in everlaiting 
miſery , if God had not happily 
deſtroyed them here , that they 
might be happy#or ever and ever; 
Henee it is that Paul when hee ſec- 
med loſt to others, found that hehad 
made a great gaine by his lefle : I 
Aelight (fayes he) iz my in firmities, 
in reproches , in neceſsities, in pei- 
ſecution and in my diftreſſes fot 
Chriſt, for when 1 am weak then 1 
an trong : Saint Bern, being as it 
were tired in his ſearch and Feking 
for God ; at laſt brake forth into 
this expreſſion. : 
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#* I may O Lord with an unwea- 
fried diligence compaſle heaven 
"andeauth , the Sea and the dry- 
land , yct I ſhall find thee no 
*where but on the Crofle , there 
*thou ſlecpeſt , there thou feedeſt , 
"there thou repoſeit thy ſclfe at 
©noone=day. Let us therefore fol- 
low Chriſt our Lord as ſervants do 
their Maſters with conftancy , and 
patience, in a holy Imitation of his 
keavenly vcrtues, and we ſhall find. 
to our everlaſtiug joy and comfort, 
that ow; lighs af fiifiions. which 
we ſuffer bere fer a moment ſhall 
work for ns ay eicnail weight of 
Glory. When Athanaſius was com-: 
m anded by Iutian the Apoitate to 
leave his Country , he being ready 
to depart, bchoding his. friends and 
fcllow Chriſtians, ro lament his 
baniſhment with bitter crycs. and 
teares, did. ſclace them in theſe 
words, 

© Be of Good comfort , my 
*criends , this is but a cloud which 
* will ſoone vaniſh : Indeed what- 


veves horror or gricke we ſuſtaine 
in. 
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in this lif-,jt is a cloud that darkeng 
all our contents ; and it is but a 
Clon4, which ſhall be ſcattered and 
driven away by the ſerenity aud ſhi- 
ning:1u{tre of that everlaſtin ; ca, 
whercin all ceares ſhall bee wiped 
from cur eyes, 

Among :he Ancients. , thoſe that 
were moſt laborious , would let 
no day palic without a lia* (as thcir 
manner of phraſe was ) i.» no day 
{lipt in which no good was done,ſo 
carefull were thcy to make a Pro- 
grcfle in thcir ſtudy and improve 
thcir- profeſſion. Burt Chriltians 


being as Active as. thoſe were in. 


the bulineſle of their calling, delire 
that no day may paſſe over their 
head without a cloud, that ſo they 
may haye an occaſion to expreſic 
by ſuffering their love to their Lord 
God. X 

The Heavens ſaith Tert.) were 
to Job, not only clouded , but alſo 
turnd as it were inte Braſſe , and 


13 Tron ; and yet that boly man out of 


his quiver of graces did draw 4 
thift, wbich (ubducd the Devill , 
| aud 
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and put him ts flight and that 
was patience , whereby hee over- 
came all Satans temptations. So 
that neither the driving away of 
his flocks nor the death of bis ſons 
by the fall of the boxſe,nor all the 
paines and torments which be ſuj- 
ferd in his fleſh , could drive bim 
from bis patient reſolution , to n= 
dure all this and an heavier bur- 
then if - God ſhould pleaſe tos lay it 
vpos bim. Haw did God ( as it 
were) erect in this boly maz, a pd- 
geant whereonbe triumphd over Sc- 
tan ? what a glorious banner did 
be ſet up in ſigne of the Deville 
fojle, wheas that holy man at rhe 
rept of each Meſſenger utterd ne- 
thing out of bis mouth , but God be 
thanked ; This did torment the 
Devill , but was moſt pleaſing to 
God. By this meanes Job recove- 
red all his loſſes with a double 
gaine and advantage : whilſt wee 
are ſuffering for the truth of Chriſt 
with a good conſcience , we are On 
our march to beaves and hapyi- 


neſſe. 


There 
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There be divers waycs that; lex 
to heaven , the ſafelt and moſt ſure 
of all is the high way of the croſle; 
for through many Tribulation 
muſt we enter into the Kingdom 
of God. Andas the Potters Veſſels 
are tried in the Furnace , ſo Tribu- 
lation is the tryall of the Juſt, On- 
ly the chaffe is walted and conſu- 
med inthe Furnace , (o the wicked 
are the worſe for their affliRions, 

The Gold is purified. in the fire 
and the Godly arc betrered by their 


This world is a furnace, the 
Righteous are Gold , Tribulation 
the fire, And-God { be it ſpoken 


-with reverence } the Artificer, If 


the Gold which is under the hand 
of the Smich could ſpeak, if it had 
ſo much ſence to underſtand and 


- know what the Goldſmith Cid pur- 


pole ro do with it', which is per- 
haps to make a V<cilell of ir for 1 
Kings Table , or a Princes Cup- 
boord; ifthe Gold underitaod fo 
much, if it had a voyce, ic would 
xhigne up it ſelfe to rhe will of rhe 
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artificer , it would fay : Let him do 
*with meas he thiaks fit , caſt mee 
* into what ſhape or faſhion he plca- 
* ſes , throw me into whar place hee 
*will, therewith I muft and will be 
* contented: The Straw and ſtubble 
t which the Workman uſes to kindle 
**hat fire wherein I am melted, 
# that is waſted and wholly con- 
*{um'd , whilit I am onely purgd 
* and purified, 

© Conſider this all yee that repre- 
*{ent Chafte and Swbble ; ponder 
* this all yee that are Gods Gold. 
In that fire wherein Straw and 
f Stubbl is turnd into a black ſmoak 
© Gold ſhines and is made the 
* brighter. 

©In the very fame affliction, 
*the wicked blaſpheme and accuſe 
© Cod of Injultice , in the which 
* the righteons patiently beari 
* their Crofle raiſe God for his 
© merey and loving kindneſle , and 
* withall gather ſtrength from their 
* 2dverſity,as the fire whoſe flame is 
beaten back with the Bellowes , 


®Orawes hotter , and is increald by 


The th Sipre, 
© that very meanes whereby one 
* would think it ſhould be extin- 
©-guithr, Vertue beſt ſhowes it 
{clfe.in extremity , and flouriſhes 
when it is molt rofled with the 
waves of miſery. 


If we raft back in our thoughts, 


and take account of all thoſe wo 
from the very firit Infancy ofthe 
world were deare to God , we ſhall 
aſſuredly find that they were all 
ſtampr with this mark, thar they all 
ſufferd aflition, which we make 4 
certaine ſigne of Gods love and 
afeion : God tried them, (layes 


the wiſeman) axd found them wo'- 
thy of bimſeife,deſeruing bis favour 
and to have with him au babitat.- 


07. 

If wee look into the Scriptures, 
there we ſhall find Ab; abam di- 
verſly exerciſed and chaſtiſed: Ioſeph 
fold by his Brethren , and David 
perſecuted by his ungratefull Son, 
We read that Efay was ſaw'n afun- 
der, Exechiels braines daſht out a- 
-gainft the ſtones Leremry Rond, Mi- 
chab flaine with the ſword, Amos 

| murderd 
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murderd by a nail ſtruck into his 
Temples , Daniel a_—_ to the 
Lyons, Naboth [| as Ieremy] was 
lton'd to death , Eliſha mock'd and 
had in derifion , 1ob full of ulcers 
ltting upon the Dunghill and ſpit 
at by thoſe who ſhould have com- 
forted him. Tobie firucken with 
blindneſſe, Innocent Su/anxa con- 
demned. 

Many more examples might be 
alleadged ro confirm this truth, In 
what an Ocean of miſcries was St. 
Paul plungd? of the other Apoſtles 
ſome were whip'd , ſome crucified, 
ſome ſhine with the ſword, None 
of Gods ſons were ever ſpared. For 
whom the Lord loveth he chaſtiſeth 
and ſcourgeth every one ( none ex- 
cepted ) whom be 7ecerveth., For 
all thole who will live* Godly in 
Chriſt Teſus ſhalt ſuffer perſecut!- 
uw . 


Yet let every one who dorh ſerve 
and worſhip thee ( O Lord) krtow 
for a certain ,' that if in this life,kee 
be tryed by the Crofl, hee ſhall bee 
crown'd inthe other with glory and 
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Salvation, Becauſe that aftcr a 
ſtorm thou ever doſt ſend a calm,& 
afrer reares and weeping thou fillett 
our hearts with joy and exultation, 
Therefore bleſſed is the man who is 
chaſtiſd by God for his correEiou 
and amendment, For if we ſuffer 
we ſhall Raigue with him, Let 
then no man be afraid to be ſcourgd 
bur rather leait he be difinherited, 

We are fitted and prepar'd for our 
eternall inheritance by loſſes and 

Croſles, by Kripes and whippings, 
with which God doth exercile us in 
the way to heaven, leaft our thoughts 
being raken up with deceiving vani- 
ties , and ſo we delighting too much 
in fading pleaſures here below, for- 
get our | Lins Country which is 
above, and whither we wih all to 
20es : 

If thou be exempted from the 
laſh of Sorrowes (fayes Aug. ) thou 
haſt no place in the liſt of Gods 
ſons. 

Throw away then all childiſh 
thoughts and vaine expreſſions, ſay 
not, my Father is better afteRed ro 

ny 
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my Brother”, whom he ſuffers to 
do what he liſt, he lovcs him better 
then mee,becauſe, if I ftirr bur one 
foot contrary to his command , I 
am preſently whipped and correRed 
for it 3 Rejoyce racher when thou 
art chaſtiſed, becauſe for thee, there 
is an inherirance reſerv'd ,a full , 
and everlaſting poflcfſtoa of all hap- 
pinels, God ſpares them in this 
life for a time, whom hee intends to 
damne to eternall paines, That 
man paſles to a Priſon through faire 
and pleaſant Medowes who poſts to 
deſtruion, and makes haſt to ru- 
ine, living all his life long in plea- 
ſure at eaſe. Some obſcrve that 
Roſes grovving next to a bed ct 
Onions ſeud forth a more fragant 
and dcelitious ſent, 

And even God that heavenly 
Gardiner , he hath his Rofes which 
ſmell moſt ſweetly. Such are men 
deſtin'd ro Salvationgwholc life aud 
Attions favour of God and Good- 
acts. . 
Theſe Roſes - God Almighty 
doth [o plant in” the Garden of the 
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Church , that for the molt part they 
are beſet and begirt wi.h weeds; for 
the more honell and Reſigious a 
man is, heihail find the more enc- 
mics , even wicked and ungodly 
wretches , who will boldly atlault 
him with divers injurics : and the 
Godly are ever ſubje& to molt Ca- 
lamitizs. Thus rhe fragrancy of 
of Roſes is encreaſed by rhe proxi- 
mity of ſtinking Garlick or Oni- 
ONS. k 

Moreover jt is affirmed by others 
verſed in the $kill of Herbs , and 
Plants , thata Roſe which by At 
grows withour pricks hath no {mell 
Even ſo our vertues ( chiefly pati- 
ence) would looſe their fragrancy , 
would not be ſo glorious, if they did 
want the ſharp pricks of adverſity , 
which is the beſt Miſtrifſe whereby 
we lcarn and know how much wee 
have profited in the School of 
Chriſt, 

That man as yet hath not begun 
to know himſelf who hath ns, we 
held the face of his Soule in the 
glafe of miſery and diſtreſſe. - 
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Hee that hath raſted of Chriſts 
bitter Cup, hath gotten a good de- 

ree of knowledg. 

Thoſe ſtars ſhine by night which 
are not ſcene by day in the ſuns 
bright eyc-dazling light, Iuſt ſo , 
True yertue which appeares not in 
the noone=tide of cenbarty ,ſhews 
its luſtre in the dark night of Ad- 
verſity. And to ſpeak the truth , 
God our czleſtiall Lord and Ma- 
ſter is not ſo well pleaſd with thoſe 
ſervants who do with fidelity and 
carefullnefle what he commands, as 
with thoſe who ſuffer Adverſity with 
patience , And a cheereful zeliance 
upon his Fatherly Googneffe, 

The Eagle to make tryall of her 
young Ones brings them to the Sun 
and concludes they are of a right 
ftamp and breed , if they ran en- 
dure his ſcorching beames. 

The Refiner of Silver tryes his 
metrall by a touch-ſtone,and Chriſt 
tries his Servants in the furnace of 
Affliction, Wee may then upon 
better ground ( then the Ancient 
Romans did)cry out and fay ; To 

do 
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do and to ſuffer hard and. difficult 
things is the duty and ptofttryy of 
_ Chriſtians. Chriſt our head 

id go before us in this way of ſuffc- 
ring, and we his members mult fol- 
low him in the ſame way , With ala- 
cri:y and Patience, 
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I'S 
The faithfull hearing of 
Gods Word , cxemplifyed 
by a Figg-Trece with this 
oubtcription, 


PROvV, 15, 


A wiſe man will beare and t1:- 
Srea(a in wildome. 


f Bn Figge - Tree which Chrift 
ſo often named in his Sermons, 
at Chriſts command flaggd , and 
Withered in 2 moment , wee may 
therfore rightly term iradutifulhearer 
of the keavenly vyvord. And for this 
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cauſe by it is denoted the hearing of 
the word of Cod , which wee may 
prove out of the very mcuth of 
Chriſt to be a certain Gone that we 
are predeitinated to heaven and 
happineſle, 

He that is of God beareth Gods 
word, (faycs our Saviour. ) Saint 
Amb, upon the 118, Pſalme ayes 
well to this purpoſe, 

"How can the Word of God bee 
© {weet to thy palate and pleaſant 
*ro thy taſt , which is corrupted 
| © with bitter wickedneſſe, 'T hat 
| Ifid, which we heare willingly, we doe 

without difficulty 3, But thoſe are 
the only true hearers of Gods Word 
whom our Sayiour pronounc'd hap- 
py when he ſaid , Bleſſed are they 
that bheare the word of God axd 
Keep it, Invain crtolittle pur- 
poſe is that kept "4. our memories, 
which is not likewiſe kept in our 
lives, There are who retain what 
they heare : So that rhey never for- 
In and yet their life and conver- 
ation is no-whit amended. Like as 
the Hart deſires the wat ti=brookes 
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fo doth the Soul of one, thar is pre- 
deltinated, pant after heavenl 
things,and delire to partake of Gods 
Ordinances , his.word and Sacra- 
ments,he layes alide. all buſineſle, 
breaks off his {ports and omitsſome- 
time to provide for. his body its or- 
dinary- ſuſteuance , *he has no 
thought of fealting , he is urgent 
with his Servants to go to Church 
to heare the Sermon , admits of no 
excuſes , but forces them to their 
duties,, Hee is not ſcared with a 
torm. or tempeſt , neither cares he 
for faire weather , and prefers the 
Churches roofe before all the plez- 
ſures which the fields can afford and 
when he is come to Gods houle , he 
is moſt attentive in hearing,bur nc- 
ver weary,nor fatiated with the word 

A dutifull eare will attend to Eccle, 3: 
wiſdome with all care and diligence 
So ſayes the ſon of Syrach, And cer- 
tainly there can be. no berrer nor 
no ſfurer Wiſdome had, then that 
which may bee gathred out of the 
vvord of God. The devour foule 
c ayes $t; Ber, ſecks afier cheword 
| Þ .& by 
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by which (if it confents to it) its er 
© rors may be corre&ted, Ihe un- 
© derſtznding enlightned with the 
© knowledg of God , out of waich 
fro0,as it were a rich Mine, The 
Treaſures of Vertue and Wiſdom 
© may be acquired, the vvill may be 
© reformed,the affcions made con- 
© formable to the ſtrait rule of Gods 
commandements, and the heart f1- 
© led vvith unſpeakable delight and 
* comfurts The ſoul that is reple- 
niſhed yvith this heavenly foad,how 
does it cry out vvith the Prophet Te- 
remy. 1lby woids were found by 
me and 1 did eat them , and thy 
word was auto me the joy. and ve» 

goycing of my beart, 
© St..Chrys. fayes vvell and truly 
©to this purpoſe, As to be hungry 
© is a figne that the body is in health 
© {oto love the divine Oracles of the 
tyyord of God is an infallible ar- 
gument of an healthfull fouL And 
* vyho can beleevethat his mind is 
fin a good temper , not fick of a 
© phrenſie,who ſtops his cares from 
© hearing the truth , and opens them 
vide 


*% 


The ſixth Signe. 


*yvide to fables the delight of 
* fools? vyho vvil not fay that he 
* is ck of madneſs 3; Who vvhilſt 
the Preacher is declaiming againit 
hn in the Chureh is ating the 
ſame at home vvithout all remorſe 
of conſcience , and inſtead of hea- 
ring a godly <xhortation to repen- 
tance is,cither carovviling vvith his 
companions ,or playing at Dice, or 
waſting precious hours in vaine 
talk and idle waſkes.and if he does 
neirher of theſe, yet whilſt the prea- 
cher is (weating in the Pulpit, he 
is cither hunting in the Waods , or 
ileeping at home upon a ſoft. downy 
Bed; neither doth this drowhe Dor» 
mouſe bluſh to be ſurprizd even at 
Noene-tide in his feathery neſt. 
This is the conſtant praftiſe of 
many voluptuous worldtings., .I am 
aſham'd to th ink that this can bce 
Writ or faid of Ciuiſtians , who ra- 
ther ſhould be a{hz-mnd to Act whar 
vve bluſh to ſpeak o1 wrice, Such 
like praQtiſes are ſignes and notes of 
thoſe wham God has ordained to 
deltruftion ; They doe otherwiſe 
| ' who 
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who are prcdcſtinate ro life and 
ſalvation. 

Witnefle that of St, Lube. And 
it come ts paſſe ( faith hee) that 
whentihe people preſſed npon him 
to heare.the word of God , &c. It 
ſcem s that this religious thirſt , this 
holy hunger of hearing the word 
could not be pent nor kept in the 
Synagogues or Temple alone , gor 
yet within the Walls of the Cir:y, 
It brake forth inro the vvide and 
open fields, there Chriſt found Au- 
ditors. Neither did the men and 
Women of thoſe eimes fearc the 
ſolitary corners of the dark deſerts , 
for they ventur'd to goany where, 
and follow their teachers with the 
hazard of their lives, Many a- 
mongſt us who dwell nere the 
Church will not do fo little as ſep 
over their Threſholds not move a 
foote out of docres to heare theſe 
from whoſe Godly inſtruRion 
they might- ceape benefit to their 
ſouls and conſciences. They oath 
nothing more then the heavenly 
food , and being (o. near to the 

Temple 
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Temple, if they refuſe now to goe 
to it, can we hope, that they ever 
wil doe as the primitive Chriſtians 
did, who many rimes would looſe 
their Dinners and Suppers to goe 
intoa Wilderneſſe or ſome ſolitary 
place, that ſo they might gaine the 
heavenly repaſt- and food tor their: 
ſouls. 

In this finfull Age of ours there 
is not ſuch a want of Preachers as 
hearers , theſe are ſcarſe, the other 
abound with'us, We have an hun- 
dred excuſes to palliate our abſence 
from the Church ,, wee bolſter our 
negle& of Gods ſervice with world- 
ly pleaſures , and ſome are not wan=- 
ting among us , who therefore rc- 
falſe to come to Gods houſe, the 
Church, fearing leatt by. the loud 
voyce of the Minilter thindring out 
Gods Judgements againſt mens 
finns,, their conſciences ſhould be 
awaked out of the deep ſleep of 
Security ,. in which for a long time 
they have been luſl'd , for he that is 
conſcious to himſeſf of any foul 
in. and wickednefſe , feares _ 

im- 
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himſelf who is his owne Accuſer, 
Judge , and executioner, . Ihe tri- 
bunal of his own conſcience is as 
terrible unto him,as the Bench and 
Judge upon it is to a guilty Priſc- 
ner. 

Hieremy once made great lamen- 
tation for the ſinns of Hieruſalem, 
and ſaid ; Ibat even the wayes 
3 bat lead to Sion lamented,becauſt 
the ſolems Feaſi was neglected. 
"The wayes to our Churches may as 
well now mourn becauſe the By- 
parhs that Jleade to Taverns are 
worne with throngs of Drunkards , 
who {it laughing and quafting there 
when they ſhould be} finging in 
Gods houſe with the Congregation. 
We ſee not that concourſe of people 
prefling to heare Gods Lay read 
and preached, they come not with 
that afacrity to this as they do to ſee 
a Play,or ſhew,or to gaze at a Wed- 


ding paſſing through zke ſtreet, It. 


there be a faire at. the next Market 
Town they flock together and 
run to it , But Gods Meſſengers 
and Miniſters, if they be not mock'd 


and ; 
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and flouted, their words are ſlighted, 


their Dorine liccle eſtemed , for 
which God {complains in his-word, 
2. Cby, 36. It is not to be. denyed 
That there be many who come to 
Church and heare Sermons, but this 
with grick wee may fay and mult 
confeile , that there be few who de- 
fire from their heart to goe. away 
betterd from the Sermon -and 're - 
form e1 in their converſation, I hey 
have eares but want. hands , they 
heare and do not. They goe home 
not one jot the better for what they 
have heard, There be ſome- thas 
come to heare to fatishe their curi- 
olity, ſome to weare away- therime, 
others to obey cultome, 

A ſort of men there is who fre- 
quent the Church to inform their 
under{tanding,not to reforme their 
lives , to get learning and 'know- 
ledg, not piety and Religion. There 
be others that come ro fA ,"to feed 
their cyes vvith: the afpeCt of thoſe 
beauties vyhick they cannot find in 
other places. 

Another ſort come to be _ 
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and with fleſhly. enticements to al- 
lure mens eyes to gaze upon them, 
There are that entertain the words 
of the Preacher with detraQion and 
derifion,others come to pratle, ſome 
to fleep., or if they keep their eyes 
open,their carcs are ſhut and dull'd 
with the preſſe. of worldly thoughts 
and cares, There be a few and thoſe 
good hearers who come with a 
mind prepared to receive wholeſom 
admonitions , and draw near to 
the Preacher for no other end but 
only that they may return. better by 
his Sermon. .T he end of their kea- 
ring is not to wrangle or diſpute as 
they do in. the Schooles but to win 
others to Chriſt by a Godly ex- 
ample in their lives, They heare 
with both cares faſt tyed to the 
Preacher , and flak nor in their at- 
tention til the Sermon be done, 
at which time they find in them- 
felves ever ſome change and altera- 
tion. They are more enflamed with 
the love of God, and moved to an 

hatrcd of. fin, 
"There is none of ſo-ſeirce a nature 
7. I and 
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2nd diſpolition who will not be 
tam'd and brought to a gentle and 
mils cemper, if he refuſe not inſtru= 
Rica, but lend patiently an care ta, 
the Counſell of a Wiſe monirour,® 
And Chrilts theep, as they may be 
diſcccad many wayecs and by di- 
yers marks from the Goates, ſo 
they are diſccrnavlc by this , they 
have an earc-mark which diſcovers 
them, they heare the word of God 
wit!: grcedinefle , and practiſe it 
their lives , with a conſtant and u- 
niyerſall obedience, 

©T hoſe that are predeſtinate to 
* ſalvazioa know fulwell , what. St. 
* Aug. truly ayerreth, © © Thar he 
"is no lefle guilty that heares the 
"word of God negligently, then he 
*©thar ſhould take the conſecrated 
(Bread in the Sacrament , and in a 
*ſcornful :diſdain trample it un- 
* der his feet. 
Therefore ke that ſpeaketh to us 
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© What am I (ſayes St. Awe.) br 

© the basket of that heavenly Soy 

© who poures into me what I {o 
© or deliver unto you. 

© Attend not the vilenes of th 


that attentive heed , ſo that neither 
houthold -employments, not a Br 
ther nor Siſters murmuring nor + 
ny entreaty of his friends thall be 
able to draw him from the preſenct 
of Chriſt ſpeaking unto him by the 
voyce of his Miniiters, | 
Laſtly we muſt conſider , that 
It js a note of our EleRion not only 
to heare the word, but to remembe 
and praiſe what we have heard; 
| Wha 


© Basket but the excellency of re 

© feed, and the power of the ſomy ,, 

© from whom the ſeed has its che: þ: 

© cy and vertue, to ſpring up in you ;- 

© hearts and to ſhew it felf in you 

.. « Godly and Religious praiſes, F 
. \ A' Chriſtian is ever learning ani o 
mever ſtands Rill, but goes on, fronfſ | 
one degree of endle and gra f 
to another , he delights to tit a ; 
the feet of his Lord and Maſter,anlſ ; 
with Mary to heare his word with : 

| 
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What good vvill a mans meate doe 
him if he cafts it up , ſo ſoon as e- 
ver tis ſent to his ſtomack. ? The 
Mother of our Lord, the Virgin 
Mary, is highly commendedas for 
many other vertues ſo 'chiefly for 


this ; that ſhe kept. all the words of Lak 2, 1 
Y tbe Avgell in ber beart, 7 bave 


bjd thy word wi:hin my beart that 
I right not fin againſt : hee , ſayes 


Y Pavid. Fhey are compard in the 


Goſpcll ro good ground, vvho kea- 
ring the vvord of God 7etaine 3t in 


«og and honeſt beart and bring Jy e. 
» of forth fru-c with patience , for in- 


deed as to read aud not underſtand, 
ſoto heare and not retaine in me- 
mory vvhat vve heare is vaine and 
fruitlcife and favours cf great neg> 
ligence : We aſcribe folly and mad= 
neflc ro that Painter vvho having 
dravyn vvith great paines and 
muchcoſt 2 curious Pitture ia Cc- 


leurs ſhall akervvards daſh it and 
"he ir out vvith his ſponge : So 
unleemly is it for a Chrittian to 


heare and bury vvhathe has heard in 


- thegrave of Oblivion, Therefore 
jet 
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let every one of us endeavour (otgher-li 
| remember, that our memory be nofeary 
w. dull and drowſie but Active angnd h 
Ec! ſtrong in its commands to doe thajf 

which, wee have lok'd up in ou 

memory the treaſurie” of the head, Fſi 
Jah. 13 If yee kzow theſe things hap: 

*'3* ſhallye be if ye doe them. .Nomat 

went. to heaven cyer for his knoy 
Jedg, bnt for praiſe. Andhetha 
refuſes ro know what he ought tc 
doe , will never execute or performe 
his duty. The holy Scripturey; 
the pure and living fountain of a. 
ving knowledg 3 And although 
divers draw Waters out of this 
fountaine not once or twice bat ma 
ay times, without - intermiſſion, yer Yull 
ir can never be' drawn dry, ther 1 
will be Water ſtill , even Wateref 
Comfort to refreſh every thirſty 
Soule. 

Such is the quality -and condition 
of this rich Mine , that the deeper 
you dig and diye into it, it vvil a- 
fordrhe more profound myſteria, 
concerning God and our ſalvation, 
The holy Scripturcs are a ſpring of! 
everliving ! 
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0 ther-living Warer affording to the 
nofeary Soule inward refretſhings , 
Fd heavenly conſolations, Now 
$the Anr gathers her food in ſum- 
Wer, to Caltain her in the hard 
inter, fo a good Chriſtian whoſe 
art burns with the fire of devo- 
Mn in the eime of peace gets a ſtock 
of Gods Werd , on which h-e 
Feds in the dayes of Tribulation. 
 toff is manifeſt by dayly experience, 
meſat the contemners of the Ward 
arejave been, and are ſo puniſhd by 
haÞod, that they themſelves and 0- 
gh Fiers ſeeing and feeling Gods hea- 
hieffy Judgement , for this lin have 
> fſccknovyledged and confeſled his 
ſet Fultice, 
ref} It is Gods will and pleaſure we 
of Fhouid ſubmit our ſelves ſo farr as 
ty Þ be willing to be taugkt one by 
other. King David vvasa molt 
n Fviſe Prince,in many things the ho- 
y Ghoſt was his inſtructer , he 
nevy full vvell that Adultery and 
der vvere forbidden in theyyord 
et he never repented of theſe finns 
til he vyas quickned and Rirred 
up 
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x There ts No Sex, on States 
0041:4t0n or calling exempt ed 
xt from he: ring of Sermons. 
:nirdly, thou maiſt obje& 

1 am one of the learned, I 
care no new thing , I know 
hand what the Preach er will 
in his Sermon, Here we 
i\{cover the pride of humane 
WRAICh 1S Skilfull and Witty 
2I1v'C It ſelf. Burt | ICT ME MOVYC 
a man this quettiou , who 
;/cer ſo old and tearned , who 


S n0t 19nOrant of many chings 


1: bz further inftructed Y But 
thy elf to be a man fur- 

! with all kind of Kk«i INES - 
[0 excell all men to farr in 
ou canit not 
ome more leah d trom 2 

15h : But what ſay you to the 
d memory , may not it bee 

J rhis tirred up and quick- 
2s not that ſomctirzes 


iro b; all :d.this to be con» 
rm. 4 and ttzengraen 'd; Nothiaz 
zaly as for the memory to be 


{zc2av'd,and for rh2 will ro run in- 
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eviil for good, and ihynning £ 
for evill) un{:fic both memory 


vvill be ſupported by daily hc | 
vyhereby the former may be m1. 


frm,iand the orher freed tro 
rOneous COnceits , that fo vv« 
ferve God . incerely - all ho! 
and r' -hteouſndſe. ' I tzerefc 


'F NDOt on!) profitable, ut a}{1 


ceflary for a!} men ro freque! 
Church aud to hcare Scrm 
Che wicked have need of preac 
that they may be corrected , 
their lives amenged ; The 
and Godlv that they | be not 
ruptcd, the 1 onorant that they 
be tanght , the learned that 


may be admonith'd, thar they 111 


tearne ſome new ching, or rec 

in they memories ©] Tihings W 
tney bave formerly lJearnd. 4 

max will beare and encrea/ 
W:/edom, and the eare of the \ 
ſecqeth learning. That Hrjod 

was fo famous for his wickes in 
ty, yet he was not {c barbaraus 
tcolih,but that he would heare 1 
# a8 
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* to miſtakes and errors {( omg 


evill for good, and-ſhunning go 
for evill) unlefſe both memory and 
yvill be ſupported by daily helps, 
yyhereby the former may be made 
firm, land the” other freed from cr- 
roneous - conceits:, thay ſo vve may 
ſerve God, ſincerely in-all holines 
and righteouſnefſey, Therefore it 
ar" i, butalſ> - 
ce or all men to frequent t 
Church aud to heare 'Sermons; 
'The wicked have need of preaching. 
that they may be. correCted , -. 
their lives amenged ; - The 'good 
and Godly that they be' not cor- 


ay ws. er thatahey ma 
be ; learned* he _. 
may be admoniſh'd, that 'they may 
learne fome new thing, or recolle& 
in their memories old things which 
they hayeformerlyleatnd. 4 wilt 
man will” titre aud encreaſe in 
11ſedom,” and the eare of the wiſt 
ſeeheth tins; I That Herod who 


was ſo famons fot his wicked impie 


© Ty, yet he was not ſo batbaraus and 
fooldh;burthat ke would heare 1 


8aptifi 


1 he foxth Sipne. 


Bipit/t his Court Chaplain joy- 
fully and willingly , and when hee 
had heard him , do many things 


gladly. In this Herod there was 


not only a willingneſs to heare,but 
ailo a long and unwearied patience, 
for he could not have done many 
things according to Saint Fohns 
preſcriptions, unleſs he had heard 
him ofrentimes concerning divers, 
and many particulars, Neither are 
we to imagine that Fonz the Bap- 
tit did ws. a repeat, or ſet downe in 
a Catalogue, and rebuke the Kings 
vices, bur to have dealt wich him by 
Reaſon and Argumenration , that 
lo he might not only point at the 
Tyrants faults, but allo diſſinade 
him from them, The adulcery of 
tha: King,and many other h1inous 
crimes , ſuch ſtaines couid not be 
wiped out by one or two Sermons, 
each crime required one or mow+ 
for its purgation; A Soule that is 
hardneq in wickedne(s ( ſuck was 
He. ods) is to be affaulted and ſha- 
ken with divers battcries. 'T hus did 
I;hn the Baptiſt , and notwithſtan- 
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ding all this Herod heard him 
ladly, And although 1obn did 
publikely caſt this in his tecth , apd 
openly athrme ro his faceythat it 
was #0t lawful! for him to have 
his Brothers r4{e,and undoubtcdly 
prov'd this by a continued 2nd 
long ditcourſe, yer Herod heard 
him willingly. Such and ſo great 
was Heroas delire to heare the Bap- 
tilt who did not ſpare the 1 yrant, 
did not cover his other {innes with 
th: Mantic of Silence, Saint Luke 
witnefles as much , where he {zyes, 
when Hcrod the Tetrarch was 1(- 


 bukea by bim fer Herodizs hi; 


Brother Philips wie , and for all 
the evilts which he bad done. 
Hence we may inferre that daint 
Toh did fceel y inveigh againlt He- 
rods tyranny,his many murthers, 
and Tributes which he had cove 
xeoully colle&tz;d and prodigally 


waſted upon his ungodly Luft, yet 
for all this Heros heard him wil 
lingly. 50 great was Herods pati- 
ence at the rebukes of this Preachicr, 
that he was neither offended at ,- 
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hit} Sermon which was more ve}:c- 
ment, acither at the lecond, nor at 
thi - third, nor at many others that 
followed, bur Rill heard him wil- 

lingly. Saint John never ſeemd to 
Hcozod ro have preach'd too ofren 
or :00 long,ncitaer was he condem- 
n:d for his plaine expre{ſ15ns, or 
blam'd for his tharpeneſie in his 
birrer InveRives , but Her od h:ard 

kim gladly, and did many things ac- 
cording to the Baxtilts i inſtru - 
ons,and if he had bur perievercd he 
ſhould have had no cauſe te _ 
plaine of his unhappineſs ; for the 
1iruth was tully reveal:d unto him, 
which ſtood him in no Read for 
want of perſeverance. Seneca Nc: 
{amncnted the want of treedome in 
( ciaring the truth in his 
wall 
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tell © you what great men i{tznd 


BY need of ( i: taycs he ) 3 11d \W!1 ar 15 


Wanting to thoſe who abound un 
F worldly plcaſurcs and contents 

**'They want a man to tell chem 

** the truth. Sce you not ( (ayes ae 

Hen how a d: (1c of regai ning 

' their lo liberty , hurrics ſome 
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men into rune, whilelſt cher is not 
a man to be found, who by his dil- 
{waſtons will divert them from po- 
itinz ro d:ftruftion But now all 
tat friends ſo call'd} do frequent- 
ly practiie , is co Alter and deceive 
ethers by their ſoothing ftpeeches , 
aad a1! for their owne ends and ad- 
vantage. Saint Toby did not fo by 
Herad, but ſhew:d himlzclfe to be 1 
Monitor of fo candid a breſt , and 
of fo free an expreſli on, that to con- 
ceal: the Truth, and to tell alye, 
was all one to him. He therefor: 
daily and hourely ſounded this in 
che Kings cates, Herod, it is nat 
{awſull for thee, it is wot lawſull 
far thee, &c where are now thoſe 
delicate ones, men of Itching earcs, 
who if rhey ſuppoſe themſelves to 
be ſtruck at, but with one little word 
and that too wreſted or not well 
underſtood, they are ready to fly in 
the I'reachers face, and ayoyd the 
Pulpit, They are worſe in this re- 
ſpe then H:r04 the parricide and 
Aduſterer , who did ſhun many a 
bin at the Baptiſts preaching,which 
they 
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hey do not, but contemne their mi- 
niiters DoQrine , and ſhun their 
Sermons which might be a medi- 
cine ro heale their vices : thas did 
nor Hered by Tohn Baptiſt, That 
man joynes hand with the Devill 
who is fo proud, that he thiakes he 
his no nced of the hand of an h<!- 
per. And he commends a Schollzr 
to be taught by a fool who ac- 
rnowledges none but himſclfe for 
a Teacher, But whoever he be that 
is (o wiſe in his own conceipt, as 
that he ſcornes to be taught by any 
but himſelf , that man thewes that 
he has more pride then wit. Net-- 
thcr can there be in him the love c 
vertuc,in whom there is fetled an 
ungodly hatred and negleR of that 
heavenly Doftrine, which, if heard 
with faith and good Artention, is 
able to tranſlate our ſoules ro that 
place f. om whence th:y came. Aloz- 
thing to heare the word preached 
is the beginning or fit ſtep cf cur 
departing from God. Neither can 
he be ſai or thought to love God, 
who reject thoſe wholeſome pre- 
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ceprs contained in his word. The 
teuchitone iryes Geld , and the 
thoughts of mens hearts are revea- 
ied by the Goſpell of Chriſt, It 
diſcovers unto us that we ſhall bce 
judged not only by our workes, but 
Ty by our theug ws, Which if {:n- 
tu!l are breaches cf Gods holy 
Commondements, 

Delight therefere in Geds word, 
heare,and keepe it, Treaſure it up 
in thy PUwmBory,and practiſe it by thy 
tf. 
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PPEPED JP 
{he ſeventh ſrane- 


That a Man 1s 11] tie nun 
er &f the el:& 1s a boun.. 
tifuland free heart, ſhewing 
 felf. in Almeſ-deeds,and 
mercy to the aftli- 

ted, 


This the Anthor ſers out by a 
Plant which: is cail*d Tc 
baccius: under it theſe 

werds cut of 
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"PHis Plant hath many foyer 

atzne vertues 2 it is famons for 
| it's Cure of wounds and Vigers 
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The eventh $ TELLS 


Poverty is the bodyes VIcer , fort 
and orievous : Sin is the Vicer ct 

the ſoule far more dangerous, 
Almſdeeds joynd with faith in 
Chriſts merits conduce much to 
the curing both of our Bodyes and 
Soules. ut on ( faycs Saint Paul) 
as theelcd of God bowels of mt» 
cy : in which words hc requires not 
only the kand of the giver ; bur aiſo 
the att-Rion, Blrſſea is the man 
tbat confiders the po:r aud needy , 
the Loid ſhall dcliter himin the 
tixze of trouble. This is ratifyed 
and confirmed by a Syilcgiſte tc» 
xen out of Gods word , it is this, 
He that borrower is {:rv2nt to the 
Lender : but the rich and allſuft- 
cient Jord cf Heaven and Earth, 
in and by the poor borruwcth of 
man. Ihe conclugon is «£yident ; 
The mir.or propolition is proved 
by Salomon. He that ha'h mercy 
on the poor lexdeih unto the Lord: 
which iz the ſame with. this, the 
Lerd borroweth of him that takes 
itty cf a poor man, Saint Ap. in 
one of his Homdlics preſcats Chriſt 
unt9 


7-he ſeventh Stgae, 


urco us thus begging an Almes, 
* Give me of that which I have be- 
*itowed on thee , I def.r: only 
* mine owne, Give and reitore, I 
'navC bin thy benefactor,now make 
* mce thy debtor, and lct me find 
* thee an Vſurcr. Ihou givelt ro 
© me of thy temporali Gouds,l will 
f reftore io thee eternall, I will 
reſtore thee to thy (elf, when I 
* flall give my (elf ro thee in glari- 
* tying rhee hereafter, boch in ſoul 
* and body. Greg, Naz. Soares as 
hich in a ſofty expreſſion, Sbew 
thy [eife a God to the difireſſed , 
imtating Geds mercy. for a man 
:cſembles the deity in nothing more 
then in being pitiful to the poor , 
whom God has left and bequeathed 
t2 thy care , that thou ſhouldft be 
t0 him as a God, j. e, an help and 
comforter. I was &@ Father t9 the 
peor and mwben I knew net the 
cauſe, 1 [ought it out diligently, L 
was az Eye to the blind, and Feet 
to the lame. So the holy man Job 
commends to us his charity tor our 
mitation, Tybit , who was molt 

5 F deare 


T he fevesth S*one 


deare to God, ayes thus in AAS. 
hortation to his Son, Atlxes oor 


T ob.4.10, dcliver from agent h ana ſuf CITE: 
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Hom, 


ad Alt. ſway the 
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#0t to come into datkne's , fo 
Almes is 2 good cift befo:e tle 
moſt high ro allthem that v ir, 
Saint 'Chryl. Þ profecſles that it 13 
fir kercer to be $kil'd in this ring 
Almes giving : then to know how to 
cepter of a King. Iti: 
almes that builds us in heaven eve.- 
laiting manſions, Ir is that whic 
mos us reſemble God jbcing lit 
70 him in bounty and C00dnels, h 
Facrciful man is in Gods eſteem 
very precious. He that ty prone (9 
mercy ſhall be bleſſed, becau/e be 
hath diſtributed bis bread t otheſt 
that were in nced. So laycs the wile 


man. And Saint Chryl. again te!ls 
* tis, That boun rifullacls makes 
us not only like unto God, but 


Thar | ir is the Mother of Charity 
and ncxt to Faith the only wh 
£ and cognilance ofa Chriſtian: for 
p.-4 ir the diſciples of Chriit may Þe 

diſtinguiſhed and known from 
men of the world, who have tbeir 


p6i-> 


The f:re 1th figne, 
portion in this life , and make ut 
ny their God : nct conſidering 
t Chriſt enjoyn'd his Dilciples 
AI14!.. 6. Lay up for Jour [eElVES 
freaſures in wage Hear this,yec 
rich worldlings , whoſe only t: ade 
210 PF: 2Riſe r tO pet and Cencreaſc 
hes, Here is a new matt, a new 
way ( and that tavght 1's from 
"»en)to cather treaſures and heap 
wealth , which is tze main of 
meit mens defires , It is to ſcatter 
N1O0Nney amo ne Ciriits oy 
icmbers, Yee | AVC hithcrto Þii 
mittaken in the true and right = 
-tyerting. Lhe way to be rich 15 
to o1ve,not to ſcrape and ſavy Ne 
1yes up treaſure in the world which 
15 above,thar arſtributs freely to the 
porrlheer below, Neither is it n£ 
cHlary that we give handfuils of 
Gull and Silver; give but haſte- 
rennics or far things, give litle mor- 
i:i5 of bread with a bountiful hcart 
2nd goed afftfion , and you ſhall 
"M's «1 [2r9 recompence, a 2 1 toll C1 
reaſe in Gods ble fſ1ng upon yon 


b; oi }? 


keids, your Barnes and all your 
Irore 
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{tore-houſes. The Romartcenſcrs 
uſed ro viſit and ſearch in the dwel- 
lings of the Cirizens if there were 
any / Moths in their Garments, any 
Maggots in their meat, if there were 
atly mould in their bread, or if it had 
bin caten with Mice, into \ theſe abu- 
ſes tncy learch'd; Neither was their 
{abour fruitleſs. The mul ſer up- 
on each default made them look 
more carefully to their Proviſions 
of Vicual and other neceſlarics, 
But now in theſe our dayes , if the 
{mc courſe were taken,many would 
be found, who had rather feed the 
Mice then tne poor Members of 
Chriſt, But let me tell the m and 
all men: I hat there is now diſ- 
covered a place to which there is an 
open & eatie pafl: age, in Which net 
ther Mice nor Mcrhs, nor Voims 
have accds. 

It is reveal'd to ns by Chrilt in 
that 6th. of Mat. where he fayes: 
Lay «p for your {elves treaſurs is 
Heaven where neither Moth no! 
Canker Eorrupteth , and where 
Theeves neither break T7 nor 

(4. 
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fleale, None of the Manna was 
corrupted but that which was rc- 
ferv'd and kept till the next day. 
And no mony is loſt but that which 
we wil not throw away.Neither can 
ay be with more ſafery kept then 
that which is committed to the hand 
cf thoſe that be in want or need, 
The bellies of the poor are the rich 
mans belt Barnes, Whatſoever is 
laid up, there ſhal be receiv d again 
with nſury,neither is it in danger of 
fire, If Abſolom had in time cut 
his golden locks, his hair had nor 
prov'd to him an Halter : and if 
the great ones of the world would 
but cut out a portion of their mony 
t the relicfe of the poor and help- 
leſs , they ſhould purchaſe as many 
{licnds as they have pounds. or ſhil 
lings in their Cheſts,or Purſes: by 
hoording and keeping their Gold, 
they do te themlelves this miſchief, 
they hoord up baits for Theeves, & 
ſo multiply ro themſelves enemies, 
and encreaſe their dangers. This 
hey do in not making the poor 


The 


| 2:cir friends. 


Luk 6, 


The {event Signe. 


The Son cf Sjrachs Counſ: 
is exce!lent ro this purpoſe. Looſe 
thy wzoney for thy Brothers, « 
Neighbours ſakes,and le! it not "uf 
wader a flone to thy aeff; _ ; 
Chriſts advice is , give and it (#4/ 
be erven to you _ ”. 

The faithful! zre liberal], they 
beſceve Chrifts promile anc obc: 
his admonition, A wel} growe: 
muddy if it be not often drawn 
by talc ing uv water out cf it , it 
proves more pure and cleangand for 
that watcr you take out.the more 
comes in ; So it is with a ſibcral! 
and bountiful ſoul , much he 1 
ccives for a little which he 
Corilt is a magnificent CNT a v 
Benchcence. The cleft Sons cf 
God when t they e1VC a Dole « 
Almes , if it were poſlible, they 
would givetheir heart with it , ſo 
tree and bountifull are they to! the 
poor and indigent. Hence it is. 
Chriſt pronounces the mercjtal| 
bleffed, not thoſe only who ean 7 " 
do give much, but thoſe abio wh 
would have mercy upon all, rage 
rei<19% 


om & v 


T he ſeventh fore. 


rc.c1ve their wants if they had 4 
comperent ſtore of wealth and Ri- 
CCS, 

Pythagoras once taught his Schoi= 
lrs this dark ſentence » Like com 
prchends its like ; Ir is true inthe 
common traffique and Merchandiſe 
cf t2e world. One good turne re- 
ovires the like, and commands the 
ſame : halt then then a mind to 
hny and purchaſe mercy ? fiſh in 
the Poores waters .caft in the Hook 
of thy benehcence, baited with good 

and thou att not fay! eto 
mcct with that mercy which will 
poure Fs thy boſome a fall re- 
wara for thy charity. But thcn 
maitt obie& : mn being thus boun= 


; tiful zo others, I ſhail want my 


ſvitz, O faithleſs and poor fpir rited 
"_ who haaſt rainer give way 
thy diftcence then rely upon 
Ahriits word and promile, How 
many hath Avarice brought to cX- 


| ram want ? Never did Charity 
- £0 unrewarded, God in a manner 


contends with our liberality, new 
ther will he be auritrip'd and over- 


COME 
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The ſeventh Signe, 


come in bounty, Give and it ſhall 


preſſed down and running over 
The Widdow of Za rephtab was 
not at much colt in providing a 
ſmall dinner for the Prophet E lab, 
it was no more then alittie dry cake 
and the TI ext tels us how much ſhe, 
gaiu'd by it. So the Shxnamite that 
entertain'd. Eliſha in her houlc, re- 
ctav d more then ſhe expended. So 
ainful a vertue is Charity : and 
liberal a God we deal with, who || { 

is a God of Juſtice and mercy , he I © 
is juſt and mercifull in the perfor, || if 
mance of his promiſes, But there Þ| Gi 
be ſome and thoſe not predeſtina- | t: 
ted to ſalyation, who never give to | © 
the poor but with a froward and ,Þ| 
Malignant heart : Thoſe give with ||} 
a malignant heart, who only part | * 
with thoſc things they cannot cat 
nor uſe themſelves, If they have in 
their houſes any ſtinking meat, 
mouldy bread or ſovr drink , any 
rotten or corrupted ſcraps , which 
one would ſcarce throw to Doges, Þ " 
that they bountifully beſtow npon | ©! 
£hrilts | 
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Chriſts poor Members , wretched 
Soules 1 how do they out of a fond 
perſwahon fool and deccive them=- 
ſeves ? This is not to offer Oyle, 
but ( what Barxuch by way of ex- 
probration alleadges againit the 
Jews) Otive flenesto God 3 who 
did not re{pe&t Cain nor his obla- 
tions , becauſe he offer'd the vileſt 
aud meaneRt cf all rhe Fruits of the 
earth, whercas he ought to Fave ten- 
dred to God the beſt. Art thou ſo 
Rrairned in thy meanes that thou 
canſt do / ut little ? it wil ſuffice 
ifrhouy 11dſt do more, God ac- 
cepts th will for the deed, Haſt 
thou Rore of wealth , that thou 
canſt do much ? Beware that thy 
will! move thee nor to give a little; 
It thou canſt not for the preſent 
hclp the poor with mony, feed him 
with hope of receiving good from 
thee, or ſuftain his family with 
comfortable and ſweet words : if 


thou doſt neither of theſe , afford 
' him the pity of thy heart, by com- 


miſcrating his fortune and diſtreſſed 


eſtate. © God rejeed not thoſe 
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Iſraclites who having no better (a- 
crifice offered fine flower or Guatez 
baire ; but if. they had Gold and 
offer'd thoſe hey had deſcrv'd(fayes 
St, Chryl. ) to be curſed for their 
wicked and deceitfull doings. 

Azgain , ſome others there be who 
give not witha wicked mind , but 
infe& and corrupt the oyle of their 
mercy, with the filth of their luxury, 
being as well prone to ſarishe the 
defires of their lutt,as they are rea- 
dy to reicive the wants and. hear: 
the cryes of the needy, |A people in 
Cilicia call'd rhe 4Anagarbet,com 
mit the charg and care of their O- 
live grounds to the cuſtudy of thei: 
Virgins, renown'd for their Chali 
bchaviour,who only there plant the 
Trees and gather the Olives. And 
let us who be Chriſtians perſwadc 
our {clyes that this Olive IT ree 
merccy,and the Myrtle Tree of Ve 
nus are of {o different a nature that 
they will not grow together, 

That Almes is not allowed cf by 
God which is attended with the fil- 
thy pleaſure cf the fleſh, A boun- 


tif! 
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both rhoſe joyn'd together cannet 
reaſe God, There þe others who 
re not drown'd as the former in 
the mud ot carnal luſts, but poure 
our their Oyle fruitleſly with this 
ment, that they may be. ſeen and 
commended. Burt let me asx fuch 
:3 this queition , what they mean 
_ 110t foilow ng our Saviouars In- 
junRion ? why does the left band 
know what the tight hand aveth ? 
Holy 16h compares ſuch men to 
22 Vlive that doth caſt ber flowers 
And jis compariſon is very fit,for 
(25 vt.Gregory ob1erves) The Olive 


* i ree tho! igh i it bring forth abun- 


f : of bloflomes,yet it it be ſha= 
"__ Wir h 2 ſtrong and violent 
Fwind brings forth no fruit. Sv he 


at is then en! y mercifull zo the 

| wedy when he hath bcholders, or 

t does it to be ſeen, he lootes rhe 

 frni: « fl is gocd work by means 
of the Laſt cf mens praiſc , 

| Wi h he aim'd in beſtowing Tv $ 

© A] mes. I heele@ ſervant of God : 

{neg he helps thoſe that want , rc- 

iredts 


rifall hand and a libidinous hearr , 
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ſpes and cares for no other be- 
holder but God only, whoſe eye is 
ſpread over Heaven and Eart}, 
Neither doth he expe@ commen- 
dation or praiſe, but from God a- 
lone who will be his reward and 
ſalvation. © Our charity to the poor 
* (as St. Chryſ. doth expreſs it ) 
" hath Golden wings, but not Pez- 
© cocks Feathers, It has admirers 
© here on carth , but its rewarder is 
* in keaven,whcther it mounts with 
* its golden wings and there hnds 
* Chriſt an advocate to cover its de 
*fe&s, who relieved him in his 
* poor members. 

Charny is ſo far from deſiring to 
be known, that if it were poſſibl? it 
would hide and conceal its doings 
from the eyes of the al ſecing God; 
indeed a man truly mercifull is not 
ſo carefull that others may know 
how much he gives , as he is that 
God may know it, who alone can 
make him a juſt requital] and full 
ſatisfaCtion, Therebe St. Cypri- 
&2 (aid well , when he termed this 
bountiful; mind to the poor and 
needy 
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The ſeventh Signe, 


needy, a certain pledge of our fu- 
(ture ſafety, for that by it we make 
God our debtor,and eNage Chriſt 
© unto us who one day will be our 
© Judge and Saviour, 

At that great Aſſiſes of the world 
the day of Judgment there will be 
a ſtri& enquiry made concerning 
our Almeſdeeds and mercy. Thoſe 
whoſe hearts have been edgd with 
cruelty,being hard and unmercifull 
to the poorthoſe ſhall hear to their 
endleſs woe & horror.Go ye curſed 
ixto everlaftizg fire. But thoſe 
whom God by an eternall decree , 
has afſ1zn'd co be of the number of 
the Saints and to the company of 
Angels ; They relying upon the 
promiſe of God and merits of 
Chriſt, may boldly challeng the 
reward of their ſervice. They may 
ſtand with cheerfullneſs in the pre- 
lence of their Julg, And thus be- 
ſpeak God with confidence. Gwe 
© Lord, becauſe we have given to 
thoſe that belonged to thee , and 
have had compaſſion on others , 
therefore O Lord have mercy upon 


uz 


+3 


Mat.25. 


The jeventh S'7nt, 


us. We have in ſome meaſure don; 
what thou halt commanded, tnere- 
tore we beleech tkee repay what 
hou haſt promiſed, The Judge he 
cannot, he will eo; reje& theſe de- 
mands, bur will readily confeſs that 
h2 is a debtor ro thoſe his Creditors, 
Then the ele& (hall behold in 
Chrifts tide that gaping and b.oocy 
wound , and in this written as it 
were with Golden letters thele 
words; Come ye bleſſed , 1tnheits 
Kingdom. Whatſoever ye deman» 
ded, ye ſhall obtain : 1 acknoy 
iedg my promiſe which I will noy 
make good by a reall performance: 
I commend you fer your mercy 
ilew'd to my poor diftrefi:d mem: 
bers : well have you done my good 
and faithfull ſervants, receiv noy 
your wages, the reward of your {cr- 
vice,a reward which is beyond all 
price and eſtimation : Wit tocye 
you have done to any of mince you 
have done it to mee. Your commi- 
ſeration and piry has refreſhed my 
body oft-times with meat and drink 
I was clothed with yaur Garments. 
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I w25 received as a Rranger into 
your houſes, your love brok through 
the priton Barrs,that you might vi- 
lir me in my diſtreſs, I lived by 
your mercy, Therefore come ye 
blej/[ea;you broke your bread to the 
hungry 3 Behold therefore an ever- 
lating rich banquet is nov p:0/i- 

ded for ycu ; you ſhut nor ftran- 
ers cut of your doors, my will is 
thercfore that ye be Fellow- Citi- 
zens, with my Angels in my c ele- 

tioll Palace 3 you have cover'd the 
naked bodyes of my poor Servants 
and warm'd them with your fleece, 

cc:ne therefore and I will cloth you 
with the purpie Garment of Im- 
mortality 3 "Coz Je bleſſed. O 
contider this all ye Servants of the 
Lord , what a Mecchandiſe , how 
greac a chang wil this be;for Raggs, 
tor Farthings, for ſcraps of Bread , 
£0 receive a Robe of Glory , the 
treaſures of Heaven , and delight- 
full plcaſures that ſhal never be en- 
del. Goit (fayes the Son of Syrach) 


will eg.ve place to all good decds, 14 


and every one ſhall fink according 
fo 
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to his works, Theſe things as they 
are moſt true,ſfo if men would per- 
{wade themſelves,and bcleeve, th 
ſhall enjoy ſo incftimable rich blel- 
fings,certainly there woula none be 
ſo ſtupid and ſottith, as not to be 
willing to purchaſe Heaven a}: 
{9 eafie a condition , aud {o chey 
a rate, © Moſt true is that of Saint 
* A«ftin 3 If thou debireſt to ply 
©the good Merchant , give what 
© thou canſt nor keep , that ſo thou 
© maiſt receive what thou ſhalt ne- 
Cyer looſe. Give a modicum,a litk 
© that thou maiſt receive an hun- 
© dred fold, Give toa poor man 
© peice of mony, that thou maick 
* receive from Chriſt a Kingdom; 
* give a morſc of bread , that thou 
© mayſt obtain remiſſion of thy 
*\innes at the hands of God, give 
©thy Coat or Cloak,, that thou 
© mayſt be clothd with Glory, 
© Give that whichis vile and of no 
© eſtimation that ſo thou maylt 
"enjoy with God an eternity of 
© all good things in Haven. What 
-4 Mat. C. © a madnels and folly is it ( ſays St, 
: Chey!, 


The ſeventh Signe, 
©Chryſ. ] to leave thy goods there 
from whence thou nwſt depart 
*and not to ſend them before hand 
-N*thither, where thou andall men 
*muſt go. Therefore by thy cha- 
rity and bounty to the poor , lay 
up thy treaſurs- In Heaven which is 
thy better Country, 
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Except yee become as little Chil : 
:deren., You - ſhall not enter into the 
| kingdome of heaven Mat-18.1.5 
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OF 
Our being predeſtinated te 
Salvation is a vile eft1- 
mation, or mean eſtceme of 
our ſelves ſymboliz'd by 
a Cypreſs Tree under 
which is this 
motto, 
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aleſs ye become like litle Chil- 
aren , ye ſhall ngt enter ints 
nothe Kingdome of Heaven. 


Ta Cypreſs Tree is always 
green and of a pleaſant ſell K 
| it admits of no rotrenneſs., and 
keeps all other things ſweet and'free 

py from 
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from all corrupt ſtenches, There. 
fore lirly is this mean eſteem of our 
ſelyes (er out unto us and fignifed 
by itz for that an humble conceir 
of our unworthinels kills the 
worm of pride ( which lurks in us 
and cleaves cloſe to our natures ) 
neither does it ſuffer a man ſo to rot 
and be fo corrupted as to pleaſe 
himſelf and glory in any work of 
his ,or ability. Selt love is the rot- 
rennels of the Soul, and the bain of 
Chriſtianity, The high {ooks axd 
high ſtomach , 1 abbor ſayes God 
by bis Prophet David. And he that 
behaves bim{elf prondly fhall not 
well x my houſe. Men uſe to ſay 
it-isa rare potion in which there is 
neither Sugar nar Poiſon, and cer- 
tainly there is no vice nor ſin which 
can be imagin'd, in which the Poy- 
ſoti of pride is not mixed and tem- 
per'd. This will be found true it 
the nature and quality of moſt fins 
be furveyd, Pride ( (ayes Ecclctia- 
ſticus )is the b>ginxing of all ſon , 
&n4 he that hath it ſhall be curſed 
in all he a0:s, untill at laſt be be 

overthrow: 
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overtbrown. Pride the companion 
and nurſe of a wicked diſpotition, 
diſcovers it ſelf divers wayes ina 
mukitude of vices , as hatred and 
carnal Joye , but above all it is 
obnoxious to the rack of Envy, for 
a rroud man is ever envious. Nei- 
ther are thcre more "anxious and 
ſtirring motions in the minds of a- 
nythen of thoſemen who ſeck not ſo 
much their own praiſe , as conceive 
it to be due unto them, Vpon'the 
leaft ſceming negle& or diſreſpect, 
they entertain aſuſpition that they 
are comtemn'd, and this contumati- 
ous humour ( as they judge it) in 
others they reveng by tormenting 
cazes, and diſquiet thoughts in and 
upon themſelves, They are ſuch as 
are ignorant of their own vices,and 
rake no notice of other mens ver- 
tes, By men thus blown up with 
the tympany of pride, piety and 
faith, and whatſoever 1s among 
men accounted holy,all are cltec- 
m'd as things of noughr 3 they are 
placed under fame , and their am- 
ditious defire of honour, T keſe are 
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highly priz'd while the other with 
Religion is trampled upon and 
ſcornd. pride a bale though an alpi- 
ring fin many times is the caule of 
othcr fins and viees,becaulc it dares 
tt2 with an envious tocth, and dc- 
tract from other mens famous acts, 
tacir learning, their vertues , their 
ſanctity or 1olineſs, & in ſo doing, 
racy arc like to thoſe worms, which 
ever cat into the beſt Pears aud 
Applcs.None perſc nates the Devil 
better then a proud manyhe labourd 
to be like the moſt high, to bc like 
him in honour, equalſ in Majctty ; 
this man endeavours alwayes not to 
be ſo much equaſto his Neighbours, 
as tobe prefer'd before them in rc- 
putationand dignity. But God eve;- 
more reſoſts the proud. As a Soul- 
dicr that ſtands on the batt!ements 
of a walled Town, beats down with 
his ſword as-many as aſcend to ſcale 
it; So & worle oft times God deals 
with the proud who are ſomcrtimes 
overthrown by God without any 
great force or reſiſtance , eyen with 
the ſame facility as a Gardiner 
crops 
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crops the flowers that peep above 
their fellows : So God can ſum- 
mon a fit of an Ague , the Feaver , 
or {mall Pox to be his execurioner 
and to take reveng of the proud 
ones who admit cf no Superiours. 
Sawt in his humility was adran= 
ced rothe Lkrone, but being poy= 
ſon'd with pride,he was immediatly 
calt GOWNn, 
There be ſome men who out of a 
naturall Antiparhy , hate Cats and 
Spiders and other ſmall creatures : 
we are aflured out of the word thar 
God hates the proud ; Every arro- 
gant $3472 is an abomination to the Prov. 16. 
Lord. And be that exalts himſelſe 
is uacleane before God. But as the 
murrain cr ſome other poyſonous 
humor, breaks forth not in one on - 
ly , but in divers parts of the body: 
So pride contents not it ſelfe with 
One part OT mcmber alone, bur has 
{cr up in diverſe of them its ſeat and 
manſion , Ir pollefles fome mens 
cye, the Tongue of others , ir has 
thruſt it ſelf into Ladies hands, for 
cme there be that price themſelves 
H 4 Th 
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in their Rings and fine white fin- 
gers. Ir ſets upon moſt mens gar- 
ments, there is izs mannor houſe , 
there cheifly it raignes. Ir ticks to 
ſome mens and Womens bands, ſo 
Hit and Immoveable, that an hun- 
dred Preachers , though never ſo 
powerfull in their expreſſions, can- 
not ſtir it from that place of Reki- 
dence. 


There is another ſort of Men , 
who one would take to be ſworne 
Enemies to pride, if chey did not in 
a ſecret way teach by decking of 
them ſumptuouſly, their Feaſts,thcir 
houſes,their Children their Family 
and houthoid ituffe ro be proud, * 
Thus pride mingles it ſelfe vari 
oufly in all our doings. Some- 
rimes we dejcct our ſelyes even be- 
low rhe degree of baſencſs, we 
ſpeak Honey and Roſes , ſmooth 
deceiving words , we ſprinkle our 
hearers with court holy-water, we 
creep at great ones knees that we 
may ride upon others heads , and 
when we are advanc'd to the throne 
of honour, a ſupexiour or equall, is 

odious 
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odious to us, and diſpleaſing. Why 
art thou proud O duſt and Aſhes | 
Death with the leaſt puff: of his 
killing breath can ſcatter thce from 
thy dwelling , and blow thee into 
thy Grave, Why doſt thou thus 
(>uffenus-like ) pleaſe and flatter 
thy felfe in wickednefle ? "Thou 
ſtinkeſt in the noſtrills of God and 
men, and art moſt diftaitfull ro the 
bleiled Angels. Thou art made 
up of Duſt and Clay, thou Son of 
Adam , thou art compoundea of 
corruption , and yer thou. caſte 
forth the ſtench of Lucifers pride, 
which will bring thee to ſpeedy de- 
ſtruction. If not only the ſweet 
ſmell of the Cyprefle , but alſo its 
height and tallneſs be pleaſing to 
thee, if thou defireſt ro climb upon 
the ſtaires of fortunez Go, Aſcend, 
but when thou” art mounted on 
high , ler me give thee this caveat; 
Deſpiſe none but thy ſelfe the ſut- 
ze of lin,and the objeR of miſery. 
Ir argues a brave and noble ſpirir 
to be on high,yet not to be adyau- 
.ced with an oyerweening conceir ct 

that 
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that felicity, He is the only brave 
one worthy of Admiration , who 
when he is lift up can depreſs him- 
ſclfe by an humble demeznour in 
his life: and reaching Heaven 
with his faich and other heavenly 
1 e:tues, in his ſelfe cftimation aud 
lowly opinicn of his owne parts, 
crce>s as low as earth, and would 
fail lower to do Ged or his friend 

any ſervice, 
© Saint Bern, ſaith that Humili- 
©ty is an individual] companion of 
© Gods Grace: which Humiliry has 
© in ita kind of Sublimity , it will 
* not ſtoop ro the bait of honour 
* and pretcrment, and never growes 
* infolent by any acquired glory. 
Ic is no great matter to be humb(e 
{11 an abject or mcan © condition, 
rumility in henour is a great and 
rare vertue, preper"only- to a Saint 
Hceare ye,this O ye Kings and, 
Princes, and Porcntates of the 
Earth,and hearc this all ye that are 
icarn'd and proud , ye that have 
rictes and duipiſe others. Humi- 
ity in hcnour is a great Vertee. 
And 
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And this is the property of true hu= 
mility, by how much holicr a man 
ven in the judgement of God , 
0 ſerme more vile iu his owne 
4 Feycs,and to judge himſclfthe more 
" Þ[ wicked. 4braham the freind of 
Y IF God moſt commend: for his faith 
d JF nd holincſs , yt ſcemes to him= Gen, 


St. Pe 


fer who was emincat in graces,colt- 
f:ſles himſelfe tn be a frufull man, 

nay the greateſt of (inners.St Paul 
1 choſen veltll, and the prince of 
the Apoltles,termes he not hin = 
ſelte an Abo/tivr, a thing bo. ne ot 
of due E'me and unworthy to be 
called an Apoftle ? 1o ſpeaktruly, 
there 1$ n9 better and eater way to 
be exalicd,, then hilt to be cait 
downe and jn a meane eltimationu 
of himlelfe to be humbled. Pride is 
the ruine and death of ail verrucs , 
the downfall of men and Angels. 

O God what a change once was 
there betweence Heaven and Eatth. 
[l of all 
was thrown downe from Heaven, 

and 2 poor molt miſerable Begger 
was 
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was carried by the Angells thither, 
For from whence proud: Lucifer 
fell, thither did Lazarus, prore 
humble Lazarxs aſcend, whom we 
bzleeve to have rather numbred his 
yicers, to have counted his boil cs 
and botches,rathcr this,then to have 
caſt up or made any Account of his 
vertucs. And I doubt nor but that 
eut of a Genuine contempt of him- 
{cif, his patience ſeem'd more glc- 
rious in others eycs then his owne. 
Wittily & well (aid he who aftirmd 
that little was his ſtrength, who 
rhoupht he was ſtrong at all ; And 
no itrengt!; at all has he who thinks 
he has ntuch. to this purpoſe ſaith 
St, Bern. thus, © All things are 
wanting to him who conceives that 
* he wants ncthing. We may adde, 
© that thoſe men have no little or 
right to Heaven , and bclong not 
unto God who are pleaſd with no» 
thing but their owne gifts, who are 
moſt proud Cenſors of other mens 
lives , .and partial Tudges of their 
owne , they are deceiv'd in other 
F.ens matters ard b'care-ey'd in 
their 
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their owne, afluming a volunt 
and pleating blindneſs, Woe b 
theſe ſelfe flatteries. They will 
heare one day that heavy ſcntence, 
Go2 ye Curſed, &c Heaven admits 
of no ſuch Peacocks,who have long 
Tailes,but ſhorter Crefts,great and 
{yelling conceits of their owne do- 
ings, but a bad opinion of other 
mens Thoſe that are predeſtinate 
to cternall life cenſure no mens 
lives,ſo rigidlyas their owne , and 
condemne themſclyes more often 
then they do others : They arc in- 
dulgent to all men, never tothem- 
ſclyes , and are molt ſevere in cor- 
reing their owne manners. Wret- 
ched men thar we are, weare but 
Duſt and as it were a ſhadow that 
deparreth,paſſing every moment to 
the region of darkneſs , the Grave, 
the manſion of the dead, yer out of 
a vaine oltentation , we run over 
our pedigrees , we number up the 
names of our Progcnitors , as if 
they are the better men who reckon 
up moſt Anccſtors. Man 33 ike 
29 vanity , fayes the Prophet David 
His 
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goes paſs like a ſhadow, &c- 


Whtrelocver we turn? our eyes , 
there we may behold matter of 
Griefe and tearcs ; if we Icok up- 
ward to Heaven there we ſhall (ee 
our Country afar oft, but our ſclyes 
driven and banith'd from it, Looke 
we downward to the carth, there 
we ſhall ſcea Pit which the Earth 
threatns unto us when we are dead, 
and though we now tread upon it 
with onr feet , yet aftcr a little 
while , our lofty heads ſhall be laid 
low im it. Look we upon our ſelves, 
we may bcholda faire & red Apple, 
like that of Sodom, in which not- 
withitanding its b-auty , there lurks 
a worme which in time will cat and 
conſume that Apple at the heart : 
Alth and rottenncſs and Death it 
felfe harbours cven in our very 
bowells, : Look we into our hearts, 
do we unbowell our conſciences ; 
t here we ſhall find Cages of Vn- 
cieanneſs,and dunghills of Impu- 
rity, a nelt of Snakes, T oads, and 
Vipers. Alas weabonnd in fin and 
inbrmities,and yet weare not vile 
LO 
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0 our Clves, We are overwhet- 
med with miſcries,beſet with folly 
and ignorance, and yet we dehire 
to ſ:eme hippy, wiſe, and ſearn'd, 
and to be pointed at wich the finger 
25 if we were molt eminent Theſe 
confderations of vur linfull frailty 
deoct in the cle&t,. a meane clteem 
of themſelves , and the more they 
conhder their miſerics the more 
humble are they and' vile in thcir 
CWne CYCS, And all things appeare 
unto them ,(as they didto St, Pant) 
D; mY and Dung , becauſe they 
han mlzlves are ſo and worſe in their 
opinion. "They eafily del 

pile all carthly things , who have 
Icarn'd above all thin. 23S wo contemn 
themſelves, And whoſoever delircs 
to be happy , let him inure himſclt 
to be conremn'd,and learne to con- 
temne all thinzs but God and 
goodneſs whick only is to be prizd 
and citeem'd in Gods Saints , who 
have ſtudyed and practiſed chat ex- 
cc llent faying of St, Cbryſ. © It 
*1$.3$ great a thing to think the 
© moſt meanely of thy ſelfs , as ro 
oe 
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& do and AR the pr things 
© that may be. Gods ele& Chil- 
dren obey his yoyce that ſaid , He 
that will be great among you ſhall 
be leſſe in the Kingdome of heaven, 
and whether he ſhall come there it 


is a queition(it is a place only for | 


the humble and meek.) The way 
of humility they likewiſe know to 
be rough and ruggy , and not ealy 
at the firſt entrance , but within a 
litle while after it will prove more 


plaine,more paſlable and commo-- 


dious., They are not ignorant they 
mult climb up a litle hill ro cb- 
taine their delircd reſt , this they do 
with all their beit endeavours, they 
wve tobe contemned, and ſnatch 
at ſuch occaſions as may cauſe a 
Jaſt or an unjuſt contempt from 0- 
thers, and when they fee themſelves 
defpiſ'd,they are glad and rejoyce, 
and inſult more over themſclycs 
then any of their Enemies : they 
threaten not when they are deſpiſed 
to reveng their quarrell with the 
ſword : they reveng not themſclyes 
RO Rot wkh a word, None of 
| | them 
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them lifts up his hand againſt himby 


whom he was contem'nd , he draws 
not his Dagger at him, but acknow- 
ledges with a cheerfull thankfulneſs, 
that he is benefitted by contempt 
and diſgrace. In a word, Gods cle& 


1 Children have throughly lcarn'd 


this leffon in Chriſts School , that 
the ſcofts of men cannot make them 


{ {fs in Gods citeem, In whoſe n= 
| pinion we are greater when we are 


little in the worlds favour, So great , 
and no greater is every man , as he 
is in the eyes of God who judges 
not according to mans Tudgement. 
We are little in Gods account if we 
be great in our owne, and contrati» 
wite if {little in our owne eſteeme , 
vve are great in his. The deeper 
the Well 1s, the purer is the Water; 
And the eſtimarion vve have of our 
ſcives is more plealing ro Ged , by 
hovy much the more vile and mean 
It is. God bringr downe the bigh 
looks of the proud: and men of 
great aſpiring thoughts ſhall be 
brought to ſhame and confulion. 
ihe way to prevent vvhich ſhame 

is 
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is to depreſs eur (ves, and to bu- 
ry all our proud conccits vvith rhe 
conlidcration of that heap cf miſc- 
rics,a maſs of corruption , Ignc- 
rance and defects vyhich cleave it 
and cloſe to ou natures, I hey fay 
that Mauſhevvil: recover 1ts [olt fa 
your , if you {-y ir in ſuch places as 
are ſRinch'd wwuh noylome ents, 
Thus if we fcriouſly ponder our 
filthy vilencſs,or the vile hithinels 
of our fins, if vve hate and loath 
them,and if vve humble our ſelves 
before Gud,deliring his Grace to 
further our amendment, Jet us not 
doubt to obtaine vvhat we requeit, 
and let us p.rivvade our ſelves, that 
by his Grace aflilting us, we ſhall 
ſend forth the ſyveet favour cf a- 
mend:ment ef our lives. 

A Religious man being once 
ask'd what vvay he had found as 
moſt Compendious for a Chriſtin 
tO atraine Heayen , replyed , The 
© beſt vyay is for a man alyyaycs to 
© accuſe himſelf, This is the only 
diſcipline, the chief praQiſc of Geod 
Chriſtians : So ſayes St. Ang. St. 
Amvreſs 


hg 
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Ambroſe affirmes that it is a cer « 
taine ſigne of 6wr Eleftion to think 


'not well of our {elves, and to ac- 


{nowlcdg our wound, Greg. ſaith, 
*It is the property of the Roprc- 
bate,alwaycs to do ill,evermore to 
hn,and never to retract what they 
* have don:for whatſoever they do , 
* they do it(as it were)hoodwinked, 
* without any care cr regard , and 
*ncver acknowlege their fat riil 
thcy be quickn'd to it by their pu- 
ni-hmenr, 

The daily pr aRtiſc of the ElcR is 
to make a privy ſearch into their 
owne wayes,and to dilculs all their 
Acticns, driving them to the very 
fountaine,cven tacir thoughts, which | 
pals not withcurt examinaricn, and 
when they have don all they can, 
they are nct ſecure , -becaule tl:y 
know Ged ſees in them what they 
caunct deſcerne, 

The Son cf Szrach his Counſell 
5 gocd, The greater then ar: (lays 
he, bumble thy /clf in all things, 


aud thyu ſhalt find favour beſore ECuS3.199 - 
« be Lord, for Ged is g1cat in power, 


and 


b Aut.de 01 
& werbis doc. © the way to this is to climb up up- 
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and is hanourd only by the meck 
ard lowly. Toſpeak truly,the gres- 
teſt perfeQion that can be imagind 
is this for a man to know and ac- 
knowledge his imperf<Qions, And 
he is more to be commended to 
whom his infirmities are known, 
then he that has travel['d through 
all the parts of the World , ſtudied 
the courſe of the Starres; the vertue 
of all Herbs,and deſcended into the 
very bowells of the Earth by his 
frarch and enquiry into the myſte- 
rizs of Natures excellencyes , after 
this ſcal'd the Heavens in contem- 
plarion of their greatnels, and yet 
for all this knowes not his owne 
weakneſs, Such a man may be pi- 
tied and reckond among the foolith, 
** Dolit thou intend to build a 
* houſe of a great height, 5. e. doit 
* thou defire to attaine ro ſome c- 
6 minency,b&ſure that thou lay tor 
« thy foundation, humility, Evc- 
c* ry man is delighted with honour, 
& delires to be mounted on high,to 
© be eminent above his fellowes.,but 
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on Humilities ſhort Ladder, and 
to Alcend by her ſteps, Our Coun- 
try is above, but our way to it lyes 
below. 

He that ſeeks after this heavenly 
Country with a ful bent of his ſowle 


J and firme reſolution , vvill not re- 


fuſe ro vvalk- in that way yvherein 
all Gods Saints have gone to Heas 
ven. © But vve may ſafely take up 
* Suint Hierom's complaint : many 
* follovy the ſhadovy, but fevy em- 
* brace the ſubſtance and truth of 
© humility, There are a fevy and 
* they moſt happy being predeſti- 
© nated to heaven , vvho the more 
© they ſee and knovv themſelves,are 


©the more dilpleaſing to themſelves; 


* and the more vile they are in their 
© owne eyes, the more precious are 
© they to God, They pleaſe them- 
«ſelves moſt,yvho knovy themlelves 
* feaſt. Many knovy much bur 
* know not their ovvne vvyants, and 
* ſo much the leſs are they in Gods 
* eyes, by hovv much they are the 
 preater in their owne, An humble 
* acknowledgement of our ovyne 
vileneſ(s 
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© vileneſs is a Cauſye or ſafe high 
© yyay that leads to happineſs, By 
© deſcending into our elves, -and 
© humbly confeſſing onr fins, We 


'© may aſcend to Heaven, ſo ſaid 


© Caſſiodorus. Humility is the tk 
© itepro Glory, 


Bee not ouercome of evill but | 
overcome evill with ,gq9o0d - 
Rom- 12-v. 2-1 - 
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S 
The love of our Enemies : 
repreſented by two. Javelins 

.conjoynd or tyed together by 
an Olive branch. Vader 
vyhich theſe vyords 
out of St. Pagt 
tothe 


ROMANS C12, 


: Bengt overcome With evill, but 
overcame evill with Good. 


As Olive branch was uſed by 
gs pr far a ſagae or 
eublem of peace ; and here an 
Otire 
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Olive bovr tyviſted and made into 
a Wrexth binds theſe evvo Wea- 
pons together, and hinders them 
from meeting by vvay of hoſtility: 
as love conciliates and conjoynes 
thofe in a faſt band, who before !i- 
ved in hatred or enmity, Chritt 
ſeriouſly exhorts us to the duty of 
love where he faith; Byt I (ay uns 
fs you, Love your tnem;es, do good 
ts them that hate you , and pray fot 
them that deſpitefally uſe you, that 
perſetute and revile you, ſo ſhall 
you be the Sons of your h:aventy 
Father, One may obje& and ay 
* that this work is hard, and the 
< wmske difficult, But know , ſaycs 
©" St. ARE. that the harder the work 
© is the more gratefull will ic beto 
*© God and profitable to us. There 
be many kinds of Almes which 
God in mercy and for Chrilts 
merits is pleaſd to accept, as he did 
thoſe of Cernelizs , but no Almes 
more acceptable,noacrifice fo plea- 
{ing to him as when from the very 
ground of our hearts , we forgive 
them that offend and neal 4 
gain 
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painſt us. Chriſt when he hung, 
talt nail'd to the Crofle , had his 


Lo 


1 2ngue only free from the wounds 
of aayles and laſh of Whips and he 
thu3 hanging upon that curſed and 
ſhimefull I ree uſed that his cred 
2nNgue in prayer, and ſupplicatior 
fur thoſe who had crucified him 
with their hands and revild him 
vith their reproachfull Tongues. 
So eloquent and potent an advocate 
was he even for the Iewes and other 
his adverſaries: Neither did Chri 
it: this want Diſciples or followers 
though they were but a f2w that 
conform'd themſelves to this his 
moſt godly praQiſe. When Stepher; 
pray'd for thoſe that ſtond him her, 


ven preſently opend as if the Saints 


S Angels in heaven r/ere delizhted 
with ſo rare a ſpeRacle or fight , ro 
wit, 2 man praving for thoſe by 
whom he was murderd, 

This protomartyr $tephen ſtood 
when he commended his owne 
cauſe to God , but pray'd kneeling 


for his enemies ; and withall , Saw 
beaver opend aan TFeſus ftandimg 
} 


£6 
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at the right hand of God. If it be 
lawfull(O Lord Almighty)for \in- 
full fleth and blood to pry inte thy 
Actions by a eurions enquiry, 
Give me leave blcſlzd God , to pur 
this bold queſtion unto thee. 
Lord, what is ir that thou now 
doeſt 2 how bulty is thy mercy and 
oodnels ? how doelt thou make 
Palt to help and fave us ? how dif- 
ferent is the method of thy procec- 
dings from ours : with us ne tight 
goes, before the reward or triumph: 
but behold now a Satat rew* ':d 
before he had fully conquerd, ue- 
fore Stephens mouth was open'd, 
eavens Gat es were unlock'd and 
opend, ſo that he preſently , Sw 
the Glory of Gov. What man is 
there that liveth , that whilſt he 
lives can ſee God and ſhall no: ſc: 
Death ? This holy Martyr S:epher 
vvas yet alive in the fleſh, vvhen he 
did partake of the beatificall viſion, 
O vyonderfull mercy worthy of all 
Admi:ation, God never openly 
ſhewes himſelfe ro his Servants, but 
in Heayen, vyhich is kis awelling 


place 
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place 3 vvhy vvas it then that hap- 
pineſs broke (2s I may fo fay ) out 
of Heaven Gates and ran to meet 
Siepher in the mid vyay of his race? 
This Champion vvas as yet in the 
held,he vvas yer wraſtling upon the 
itaze of this world,and ia chis con- 
flict between life and Dcath } the 
fleth andthe ſpirit , he prayed, and 
that fois encmics : O happy and 
powerfull Praycr, that could open 
Heaven | Bur let us weigh the 
cauſe why his reward was ſo haftily 


_ ? It is this. Our xemiſlion 


afI pardoning of Injuxics,our car- 


neft geprecation and interceging 
tor our Encmies 1s to gratetulland 
pleaſing t9 God , that now when 
Siephen was upon his knees , this 
molt mercifali Lord layes aſide his 
dreadfuil Majeſty , diſpences with 
his royall law of crowning after 
victory, prevents this firſt Marcyr 
with a rare and extraordinary mCcr- 
cy, and commands the moſTbcau- 
tituzl Queen of Heaven, Happineſs, 
20 itzp ont of thoſe czlcſtigll doores, 
to embrace this biciled Chainpion 
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in herArmes at the Threſhold b2- 
fore thoſe doores,that ſo he that re- 
warded his deadly Enemies , his 
perfecutors with love , and pour'd 
out'prayers and tcarcs to God in 
their behalf, might (contrary to the 
fate law of Heaven) be call'd to 
triumph , before Death was fully 
conquer'd, And this is a royall 
priviiedge - indulged only to thoſc 
who can and do forget and forgive 
Injutics, Hence we may iaferre, 
that to do an ill turnc , not to ſuf- 
fer one is liurtfull ro a man,and full 
of danzer , for that thereby , he 
makes G od his adverſary and loſet} 
his favour who is pleaſed with , and 
delights only in thoſe that can ſuffe: 
patiently, and readily forgive an In- 


Jury. David a man of meekne'. 


and after Gods owne heart , wh 
had fought with Lions, and Beare:, 
and oftcn got tÞe conqueſt , yer he 
being fo —_ as that no fzare 0: 
terrour could abate his couragious 
valour, when his raging and mot 
crudll enemy Sax! oftentimes f<!. 
Into his bands, and was at his mer- 


co. 
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cy yet he "chole rather ro ſpare then 
kill him, and bore as it were before 
kim , this motto in his triumphant 
Ranner. Ff 1 have rewarded cult 
:6 tboſe that repaid my good will 
wah diſcourteſies ; then let me be 
cre:throwne and fali before mine 
encmies, $o St. Paul , although 
he was of that brave and ſtout ſpirit, 
that he challengd an Army of Spi- 
riczall adverſaries with Death and 
Heil into the field, and bid them c- 
pen dehance , yet he was merciful 
and gentle ro kis cueniidy , that he 
laid, Being eur(ed, we blefebeing 
peiſecuted , we ſuffer , being dt 

fam'd, we beſeech , &c. his cx- 
ample may be to us a Pattern of 
meek patience. It is the mcſt 
noble and generous kind of re 

reng to pardon, when thou haſt 

power to puniſh, An it is a more 


elorions Act to overcome an Enc- 


my by filence, then by 2 mul;inde 

of words, It is &n bonnur for a 
man 18 abtaine from ſtrife. 

« 4mbr. {aith, that tg 7EVenge 

ec * © . 3 

is not an At of fortitude er con. 
I o 

$ raze 


; Cor 4 
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rage, but of an abje@ minde and 
baſe cowarciie, He that revenges. 

; himſelf,overcomes not, but is over-- 
| come by his enemies. And of this 
opinion is the Prince cf Philoſc- 

Aft. L,. phers v ho fayes thus, 
4 & A: it arouces a weak ttomack 
i ONE 

not t% beablc to 412 (lt hard meat 

& that 15 put Int? it G6 It 1S ant 17 gu- 
© ment of a puiillanimous ſpirit, 
« not to be wo ro bear? with 2n 
© anzry wor > A man can not givc 
= clearer tc 110Ny or demonfRtrati- 
on that he is atrae Chriſtian, then 
by lovi ag hits enemy. For the cx2r- 
cite of our vertues , our piety and 
patience, we have need either cf 2 
moit {yncere friend, or molt ſharp 
enemy, who is more Injurious to 
himſelf then rhou or any man can 
be. Cby/ſoſiome (aid truly , that a 
h -* defire cf Reveng in the heart 15 
© more hurtfull then a Viper whoſe 
-* poyſon is incurable. Neither is 
© it alefle evill to repay an injury 
« then to ofter it, He thar ſtrikes 
his Enemy , gives himſelf his 
deadly wound, and he that wounds 


[ 
| 


| 
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himſclf , we count him a mad-man 
or 2 fool. This is to take coales 
out of the fire, but firft to burne ovr 
cwne fingers,and then throw them 
upon another, 

Thos is the Author of- any evil 
at firft or laſt puniſhed by it , when 
he agaireſt whom it was intended , 
elcapes oftentimes unhurt,or unpu- 
niihed, Whoſoever hateth another 
* man woundeth his owne ſoale, 
*© and he that loveth not, bideth in 
* death. But what ſocyver may be 
© ſaid ro the contrary; It is ar hard 
* thing for fleſh and blood to love 
an enemy. Lo him that ſhould 
'* make this objection, we may rc- 
« tort thus, But it will be-a more 
** hard and difficuit matter to burn: 
"11 the midit of Gods enennes in 
* everlaſting fire. It may be hard 

to love tim, whom you think wet- 

thy of hatred,but it will bz an har- 
deraad. more Irkiome thing to 
heare the. voyce cf kim , wiio one 

Cay ſhall pronounce from his ſea: 

of Iudgement this heavy and ſov!c- 

klling ſentence,go yecurſed, &.! er 
cn NO mani any more pretend 

i 4 QHN- 
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difnculty and fay , Itis a thin 
ntolerabie to fleſh and blood 
not to kurt him by whom ofttimes 
$ have beene hurr, 
« Let iach a man remember what 
* one did ſay. He that will take no 
* pain?s,will never climb a Mcun- 
** taine, and whoſoeyer hates his c- 
**nemy ſhail nevergo to Heaven, 
i he ſuperſtitious Papiits go in pil- 
grimage from place to place , and 
for the moſt part returne the work. 
They oficx large gifts at their Al- 
tzrs.and inthe meane time harbour 
hearts in their breſts as hard as their 
Altar ftones , bcing' full of hatred 
and malicc: they put themſelves to 
- great coſt and paines to procure 1 
Jubile for the pardon of their owne 
bns, and yzr they will not cait out 
their defire of Reveng, God, Chii- 
!tian, hath appointed for theea 
Tubile which thou maiſt (clemnize 
within thy (elf,and within the walls 
of thy houſe. This is done by ſay- 
ing but one word from thy heart; 1} * 
forgtve : lay this cordiaily, anc} * 
God will forgive thee all thy often: 
£es which thou haſt commitr:d a | # 
paint! 
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z1in!t his Tuſtice, Forgive and it 
jaail be forgiven thee; for if thou x 7; 
jhoulaſt give thy body to be burnt, 
axd haſt not Charity , in that thou 
hateſt thine cnemics, ic would pre- 
ft the nothing 3 God would nc: bz 
pleaſd with thee, we count him rich: 
who hath many dedrors 3 our ene= 
mics that heap pen us milſeries , 
owe us much, for that they ought to 
nfler much by, and from us. *Ir is 
in our power now Whether we will 
enrich our ſc]ves by them in pardo- 
ning and paſling by their —_ 
But let me advite thee O man, t! 
art apt to reveng , calt up thy : IC= 
count, and fee what thou thy (clf 
oweſt , and what others to thee, 
Eonfider how much it is which 
thou oweſt ro thy God. Thy ſcore 
is ſo great that I belcevethou art 
not able to diſcharge it, but by this 
onely means , by relying pon 
Chriſts ſatisfa&ion to his Fathers 
Juſtice for thy fins. Forgive thy 
Netghbour the bart be hath done 
wats thee ;, (0 ſhall thy fins be fer- 
given when thou prayeſt, Great 
Is '2xe 
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are thy debts which God hath tor- 
given thee: if thou thouldſt be back- 
ward and unwilling to cance!) a 
ſmail acbt due to thee from anoc- 
ther, might not one juſtly ſuſpeR 
thee as guilty of great Iniquity ? 
That ſaying of St. Her, is common 
and well. known : Oh. fearcfull 
© ſentence(ſayes heYif we remit not 
* (mall things ro our Brother, God 
* will not remit great things to us. 
* A man may expett the like mea- 
© furz, or thn parcon from God 
© which he. aflords to his Brother, 
Forgive not; and thou ſhalt not be 
forgiven. 1herefore 0. man, raye 
pitiy on thy (eule, and it fo be thou 
hateft not thy. ſclf , ſce,that thou 
extend thy love unto thine enemy, 
The p'e ſare cr delight that is taken 
in Reveng, is not long, butthat 
which followes upon our mercy to 
cth:rs, is eycrlaſting, Be nor I be- 
ſ[eech you,overcome with evill, bur 
overcome eviil ni.h Good, 1f thize 
enemy be buns!) ,g vein mat,nf 
thi[tr, grve him Drink, So ſla't 
tbou Dedp coales of fire. upon bis 


bead | 
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head, and the Lord will recom- 
pence thee againe 3 Overcome 6» 
vill with g0ud. St. Chryſe. ſpeakes 
cxccllently of this V iftory, 

* In the Olympick Games con- 
fecrated to the Devill , this Law 
* was of force, to overcome by ac» 
* ing ill , by giving blow for blow, 
* but in the Schoole of Chrilt , we 


| © are taught a quite contrary |clion, 


"to a0 good for cvill , for here nc 
f he that ſtrikes, but he that is 
*ſtroken , and bearcs it with pa- 
*tience is commended by Chritt, 
* there he was crownd that ij.ed 
molt blood , here only. he that is 
' molt paticar. 

Humility and meckneſſe would 
{> guard us in our lives, that. if we 
did but uſc eithcr of them in our 
ions, no miſchict ſhould fuil2 us, 
no hurt befall us, and no injurs 
rcach unto our perſons , being 
inced with theſc two verturs. 
d2y not then, 1 will reccmperce 
twill , but wait xpon the Loid, 
6d be will fave thee, Neue 
ſay thow.as he has cone to ie, (7 
will 1 do to him, iris amaduucts 


_ 
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by turting another to procure thy | 
ewne hurt and dammage, And he | 
that bires ar the tone when he 
ſhould look ro the hand that ſent it 
diſcovers too much in himſelf of 
the nature of the Dogge, 

Nay for blindneſs of underftan- 
ding and for want of Tudgement he 
that rages againſt his adyerſary,may 
be compard to an Owl or Buzzard, 
Theretexe when thy enemie doth | 
-urſe thee, let him curſe, for God 
bath bid bim carſethee. with this 
conſideration . David comforted 
himſclf, when he was revil'd dy 
Sbimec:, He that is condemged to 
dyc, is not offended or angry with 
the Hang-man, but rather with the 
tzdge. And why poore wretched 
man,doft thou itorine in a paſſion 
29ainſt thy . execntioner ? Ratlicr 
jook up to the Judge, even to Gold 
Almighty » who ſent this Antagc- 
niſt to try thy faith and patience, 
and to chaitiſe thce for thy fins, 

The Devill without Gods per- 
miſlion could not have taken one 
{mal Sheep from. J6b. The Lord 
gruein,end the Lord bath taken «> 
was) 
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way: bz Loyd, not the Devillz this 
was obs note, Chrilt in like man- 
ner replycd to Pilate, T'bou ſhouldſt 
not have had any power againſt me 
at all, unleſſe ut bad beene given 
thee from above, Ihe fame An- 
ſer mailt thou make to thy Ad- 
verſary 3 moit men have been more 
benefited by their enemies, then 
dy their moit loving friends. Take 
2Way tyrants , and there will be no 
Martyrs,and take away all enemies 
and men thereby will looſe the re» 
ward of their patience. Dioclejzar 
cid not leſs amplify and enlarge the 
Church by the Sword and barbarous 
Cruelty, then Conſtantine did with 
Gold and liberality. That Lord of 
the family in the Goſpeil would 
have the Wheat and the  Tares 
grow togetherz Let bo!b grow til 
the Harveſt. But we are of another 
temper,of a forward and haity diſ- 
poſition, although it be to our hurt: 
and dettruRion, ſo ſoone as we fee 
a weed grow amongſt our Corne , 
we cry preſently tis a Thiſtle or 
Nettle,away with it to the fire, tares 
vw the Furnace , our enemies we 
wilt 
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wiſh to helf, O my deare brethren 

bridle this unruly paſhon, be more 
gentle and moderate. I: is nor fit 
for you before the Harveſt comes,to 
vent your halty fury upon the helds 
at the time of Harveſt it hall be 
faid to the reapers.:- Gather firſt 
the Tares, bind them in bunales and 
caſt them into the Furnace, Let us 
not then provoke Gods patience to 
wrath againſt us , by bcing to haſty 
in the proſecution of the ruine of 
our enemies: Let us wait for the 
Harveit. Let us refcrre them an 

our Cauſe to the Barre of Gods Iu- 
ftice.T his kind of weeds,this cock!e 
theſe T ares thall not c{c2pe the cut- 

ting Hooke, they ſhall be thrownc 

into the fire, but the Harveſt 1s not 
ye, therefore Gods leiſure mult be 
waited on, his time expeRed. Chritt 
when he taught his Diſciples to pray 
aad offer up their loules ro God in 
tne 7, Petitions of the Lords Pray- 
er, not without great caule he rc 
peared, and explaizd that which 
concerns the torgiving of our E116 
mics which Injure us, and what did 
ke give us to wnderitand by that cx-- 
plication 
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plication,but that this DoQrine of 
forgiveneſs was often to be incul- 


'G red and the duty ever praCtiſed. 


And truly we cannot too ofien 1(- 
' peat, that which is never (uf fi- 
cently, never well enough learned, 
Damid commceniding to us the excel- 
lency of G ods Law, fpeaks thus of 
it, Thy commanden1 2t 13 EXCee- 
dins broad: _ it is of a large 
and yalt extent , in that ir com- 
mands us to love not only thoſe of 
our acquaintance , bat alfo ftran- 
gers, curenemies as well as bene=- 
faftours , ovr foes as well as our 
fricads,and thoſe that are unwo!r- 
hy of our faveur, aſwell as thol? 
that deſerve our love and honour, 
© A man can give no ſach cer- 
"tainc argamnent that he is rich,by 
* wearing about his neck a Chaine 
of Gol, ashe thar loves his ene- 
©mies , demonſtrates, aad clearcly 
**proves that he is the Son of God, 
"But where is the man that has {ich 
* acommand o're his paſſions,rhat 
*when the waves of Anger rage and 
* ſwcll, docs not curſe his enemy 


with bitter execrations ,. £ven to 
the 
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the Pit of Hell 2 But this becomes * 


not Chriſtians who have given up 
cheic names to Chriſt, promiſing to 
be his Diſciples, in imitating hi 


yertues. It beſcemes ſuch to bridle | 


their Anger, and to allay their un 


ruly paſſhons. Good counſaile is : 


that of St, Aug. 
© Haſt thou heard a reproach? it 


"is but winde, Art thou angry, | 
© here riſes a wave, when then the | 


winde blowes, and the Waves riſe, 
the ſhip is in danger : So is thy 
hcart if thou piveſt way to the 
© paſſion cf Anger, Having heard 
thy ſelfe reproach'd , it thou 
itucieſt to be reveng'd, thou hall 
made ſhipwrack of thy patiencc, 
And why ſo ? becauſe Chyift is 4- 
ſleep iu thee upon a Pillow ( as he 
was in the ſhip with his Diſciples ) 
Thou haſt ſhut Chriſt out of thy 
po , thou haft quite forgot- 
ten that when he was hanging be- 
:weene the two T hceves, he er.t ca- 
xed God with teares to pardon,not 
:0 imprilon or hang his pcrſccutors 
Thou leeſt then how Chriſt ſleeps 
in thee(as he did in the ſhip , when 

th 
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the ſtorme roſe ) he fleeps in thee, 
who has left thee by his example a 
leflon, from which thou maiſt 
learne,not only to watch for thy ec- 
nemies good, but-to die for him if 
there be nced. 

| Therefore by an ative remem- 
brance of Eis vertues, {tir up Chrift 
in thy heart, and fay to thy ſelte , 
what am 1 poore worme that 1 
ſhould detire ro be reveng'd upon 
any that has done me {one harme? 
I will refolve rather to undergoe 
the ftroake of death, then my cnem 
ſhall ſuſtaine by me any the lea! 
harme. TI he foule that burnes hor 
with an eager deftre of revenge, 
hen ir departs out of the body and 
takes its fight ro Heaven, will cet- 
tainly be repeld by Chriit , who by 
"is precept and pratiſc raught us 
meekneſs, not raging malicc; bci 

a Teacher of ſubmiſſton, not of 
perſecutionzthe Maiter of Charity, 
(who di4 inſtruct us to pardon our 
enemies, ) not of Hatred and Re- 
vengc; thoſe that pratiſe theſe are 
ng of his Diſciples , they belong 
gt 
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not unto Chriſt, But the reveng;ull Þ 
ſoule wants both eyes and eares , it 
is deafe and bind, and carried 
whereſoever the violence of paſſion 
drawes it ; cfthis conſtitution and 
humor were thoſe of whom we hn#e 
mention made in ** Plautys, who 
fayes 'that the rich cormcrants of if, 
© thoſe daycs were ſuch , that if you 
*did them a gocd turne , it was | 
* blowne out of their memories like },; 
Ta feathcr, bur if yeu did them any 
© the leaſt diſpleaſure , their impla- |]; 
* cable wrath. would Iye as heavy J 
* upcn ycn as Lead, Indeed moſt Þ; 
men are ofa leaden, cbtuſe, and | 
earthy mind,f{leepy, and drowtie in |; 
all things excepting injuries ; they | 
are watchfull in theſe and will be J; 
ſure ro repay them ; upon the leait I 
blaſt of any oftence or diſpleaſure | ; 

| 

| 


conceived to come from ancther, 
all courtefte and loye flyes away, 
and vaniihes out of their thoughts , 
but a contumeiious word or any 
dilgracefull At finks deep, as it 
were lead, into their hearts.and 
ſticks there as faſt and unmoycable, 


AS 
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$5 malice and hatred can make it. 
Give mc leave, my Chriſtian 
[Brethren to ſpeake what is tru*,and 


wane T repeat with oreifc, "Fhe ve- 
y Ilotatrous Gentils overcome us 
xrth Goodneſs /and pity to their 


enzmics, Their tclltimonics and 


heb 


_ 


exure:12s fo convince our Confci- 


ences, tha! at the great day of Indg- 


Iment there will be no manner © 
Jcxcute If for us. 


Uompey the Great, was Rot more 
renown'd for being Mr. of 3. parts 
> the World then for this (as Pa- 
te cielus doth witneſs ) that he was 
conſtant ro his friends , cahly ens 
rrcuced to forgive when he was of- 
{-1ded,and moſt ready to accept of 
any ſatisfaRtion that was offered 
when Auguſtus the Emperour par- 


don'd Cirna who plotted his death, 


he beſpoke him in theſe words. © 
Cinna once againe f will give thee 
thy life ; Firlt I gxve itthee as 


an enemy, but now as to a traytor 
and parricide,and forthwith he alſ{c- 
conferrd upon him the Conlul- 


Pompey, 


ſtilp, See now the event of this Ins 


Good- 


, or wi] rcally be guilty of forget- 


rable , theſe we never forget. 


The niuth figne. 
Goodneſs 3 by this means he tyec , 


Cinza to him faſt ina bond off. 
ftticndſhip.fo that when he dyed hefff 
made him his Heire, | 
Phocion the Emperour, a moſt}. 
Innocent man being condemnd toff 
Gie, when the Sergeant came to him 
and preſented a poyloned Cup toff” 
drink; his Kinſ-mcn and acquain-Y 
trance askd him what meſlagetheyF 


* ſhould carry frem him to his Son: 


**My will and command is(faid he) 
*© that my Son bury this Cup nF 
©© oblivion , which the Athenians 
*© have now forced me to drink. To 
theſe may be added the example 
Fulins Ceſar , who is reported by 
Hiſtorians never to have forgot a- 
ny thing, bur Injuries, But which 
of us in this caſe either will ſeeme, 


fulneſs, 

The benchits we reccive, we write | 
in the Duſt, which is blown away |" 
with every blaſt, but our il turns ih 
in Marble,which is laſting and du- J® 
No | 
mag will give place to Anger w_ o 

C 


The ninth Signe. 
Revenge, althongh God urge 


I on with his command to ir. God 
ed hed ever ſeverefy puniſh this defire 
f Revenge, and hath ſaid exprefly 
n his word : Reverge 13 mine, I 
vill repay it , when Ithink ir fir, Deut, 32 
bin $Yorwithſtanding this Edict from 
30d, what man is there wi is 
6 re2dy to retort and ſay. Lome , 
dongs revenge, and I will repay 
, God oppolſes this bold -reply 
he) nce againe irr the Scriptures, 
Y engauce is mine aud I will repay 
it, Here fleſh and blood dares once 
To [hore oppoſe its maker,and fay,nay 
«of ${-0rd, Vengence I will ckallenge ; 
by þ* {5 mine,and will repay it. Thou 
7t 200 Ealy to be entreated,thy Re- 
> verge comes {low!y,and oftentimes 
\o Ito lace, Thus out of a raſh and TE: 
4. I*icked boldneſs we dare challenge 
Gods prerogative , and invade his . 
te $ rovyall retelodae. Our of his hand 
xy þ v< ſnatch the Sword, which he only 
1s Should draw to cut off our enemies, | 
i= [and being, the party offendedgcon- . 
6 | frary to all equity , we take upon ; 
& [us the property of a Judge. 
f Ruſfinus 


they 


Rom. 1: 


Ruff 1.3. 
M -3 n 77. 
; A Pelag. lib. 


n.i9, 


The ninth Signe, 

Ruf ſinus Aquilieuſss, and many 
othzr Greek Interpreters tell us, 
thar a certaine man having ſi- 
ſtaind a great lnjury, made his 
complaint ro one Szjojus , a moſt 
Relizious oid man, a Magiſtrate in 
that place, ſo alſo he deſcribed with 
bitter and ſharp | inveCives the 
manger ot his Injury ( b:ing ſome 
words of dilgrace,)and withall be- 
ſeechd him, taying, © Suffer me to 
ſhew my ſelf2a man, and to re- 
venge my {elt2 on my adverſary.But 
the good old man did exrnctly re- 
queſt him , that he would not by 
ſhewing himſelf a man, turnc 
Devill : and alfo adviſed him ro 
leave all Revenge to God, who isa 
ſtrong and unretiſtable revenger of 
the wicked, who for the Inyurics 
they do to Gods (cervants ſhall not 
elcap?, but be certainely punithed, 
But I am reſoly'd fail the crier, 
not to pardon my enemy , aad 
never to deliſt, till I have done ro 
kim , as he hath done to m2. To 
whom the old man once aguine rc- 
plied thus. I beſecch you to prove 


your 


The ninth Signe, 
your (elf to be a man , that withall 
you torf2ir not the name of Chri- 
i. Witian , and artend co what r2alon 
his Ydiftites to you, not to that which is 
not Y enjoynd by the violent command 
e in © of pailion. 

with 1» this the ot'1er anſwers, yes, bar 

the rcalon tells us that he is not to be 

me Yipard who wold na forbeare others, 
be. 8 Towhom Siſaixs thus. once a- 
to Ygaine, Bur my friend, this thing 
e= (thou ſpeakelt of is not in thy power 
Bur Y to will or do. 

4 | The right and power of rhe ſword 
by Fin this cate belongs only to God, 
-nc | The God to whom Vengeance bt- 
ro [longs , is the Lord of Heaven,and 

5s 2 [fas power to do what he will with 

of I his Creature. : this libzrty is deny- 

ies | 2d to us. And I ſuppole thou know- 

ot | ct what Chciſt has laid , nor by 

d, | way of Counſel, bur precept and 

r, | command; TI hat we ow? to our &- 
id | 2emics nor only pardon, bur atio 

ro þ prayers , love and courtches. [ My 

'0 | Father, Jrerorted the. other co this 

- | my mind is like the- troubled Sea 

and will never reft,or be at quiet till 
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I be avenged on my Adverſary, 
Seeing therefore replyed Siſofas, 
thou art relolved to take revenge; 
Let me adviſe thee not to be toohv- 


My : LetusTI beſeech you firlt pre- 


{ent our requeſts ro God in Prayer: 
upon this both te] upon their knees, 
and the old man Srſorxs conceived 
2 prayer in thefe words, © O God 


* we preſent not our ſelves betore 


&* thy Majcity, to def:ce thy help or 
*« affitance,for that at this time we 
i have no nced of it neither do we 
2ntreat thee rotake any care for 11s; 
** for we will looke to and provide 
** for our ſelyes, Vengeance belongs 
*to us, and we will repay it , and 
*©we now are fully rcfolyed to 
*© {ubdue our enemies,and to bring 
*© them under our feet, for the ma- 
*© ny injuries they have done us. 
When the good old man had ts 
niſhea his prayer , the othet was ſo 
aſltonied with a confuſed amazc- 
ment and ſhame , that inſtantly he 
fell downe at the old mans fee: : 
and being thus proſtrate , he wept 
bitterly, and promiſed that he 
would 


o 
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+otdd forgive his enemy , and nov 
revenge himlſel, no not in werd. 
And indeed this is the Coumand 
cf our juit God-; this is the 
mark of Gods Sons , willingly and 
readily ro pardon thoſe that of- 
fend themz and when they have an 
opportunity, ro requite the offence 
with a benehciall courteſie. See 
(layes St, Paul) that no man rae 
der evill for evil!, but alwajes 
follow that which 15 goed, both tc- 
wards your (elves and towards all 
men, Thus Paul ; but Chritt our 
Saviour, has [cfr us a more itrict 
i njunRion, when he ſayes mcr? 
Puainly, But I {ay unio you that 
beare me, Love your Enceuics , ag 
good to them that hate you jble's 
them tha: curſe yon. Andas ye 
would that men ſhould do unto you 
{o.doye unto them. A#4 if you lov e 
tho /e that love your , what thathr, 
2aueyou fer ſinner's de the ſame. And 
:7 you do goed to ibole that do good 
to you, what thanks have you [ 0; 
S1ane7s dg the ſame. But 1 ſay uit 
9 Joi, love Your enemies , and your 
K reward 


Thel 5: 


Ly. 6. 
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reward ſhall be great : and you 


ſhall be called the Sons of the moſt 
bigb, becauſe be is bountifall,ever 


to theingrateſull, and tothe wic-' 


ked. 

Theſe duties (good God)thou 
commandeſt and largely doelt thou 
promile ; bur O Lord how many 
be there that will not lend to thee 
an eare :; how many are therc in the 
World who ptefer their luſt and ha- 
tred before thy word, and therefore 
they moſt audaciouſly profels, they 
will not leave their malice , nor by 
any chreats, be Efieminatcd into a 
faciliry of pardoning an offence, 
Nothing is more pleaſant to them, 
then to pay their enemies with thei: 
owne Coync;z to requite wound for 
wound,and words for words, And 
if God ſhould do by them, as he 
did by Salomon, offcr to give them 
what they did with, I beieeve they 
would not as he did deſire wiſdom , 
rather Revenge. They undoubred- 
ly would cry to God, and ſay; Lord 

ive us the lives of our enemies, and 


it ſhall (utfice ns. Bebold here a 


live! y 


The ninth Signe, 
iiyely picture of the ſpirir of Re- 


42nze Which uſes ro contemne 
ods Law, to eftceme Little or 
no:1:ing of his threats : and not on- 
ily not to ſuffer,but to returne an 
inury,to be ragingly angry but for 
a {mall word, to follow the violent 
motion of an unruly paſſion, and 
1 load an euimy with cules and 
EXCCTALLONS., 

« i his defirc of Revenge { {ayes 
* Teal 37 ) proceeds eithor from 
© y416* 7!0ry or malice. T he for 
* mer is every where by all wi:e 
men contemn'd: The [ater is mot? 
** odious to God, eſpecially in this 
* caſe, becauſc it doubles and re- 
'"-peats an cyiil , which was bur. 
« once committed, For whar dit.c- 
rence, is there berweene him thar 
rrovokes a man by an injury, and 
him that is provor'd, ithe reveng:s 
kinſ{fe, but only this, that the ons 
's 411 the firſt place found guilty the 
other in the ſecond, bath of wicked- 
nels and wrongins God; in that 
they diſcbey his word, wherein 'we 
rc taught, 7f a gt? {mile us 6X OK2 


K 2 Check 


KH 
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coeey to tarne the other, and to 
tire our enemies in piety by our pa- 
rence ; for by our paticnt bearing 
with their wicked doin JS 3 WC tot 
ment and vex them as it were wit! 
ſcourges and whips, Tell me,[ pray 
you,whether or no we do not dery- 
gate from Gods honour , when we 
Arrogate to our ſelyes the p OWer of 
rev enging and defending our lelves; 
God 1 is the A'bitrator or les 
of patience, and if you commir the” 
managing and care of your abuleF® 
tO him,he will be in thy bchalke 
Revenger:; commend your loeto 
his prayidence, and you will fin 
him 2 Reſtores : truſt him with thi 
cure of thy Griet,and he will b2th) 
Phylitian,or beale/ : At the hows 
et death commend thy {pirit iti 
his hands, and at the laſt orear d1j 
he will be thy Ray/er , and reuni- 
ting tity body to tl hy ſoulc; he wif. 
gtorite both of them rogether 
L11S heavenly Kinzdome Bur 4 
gmpatient avd fr ward man 91 
object and fay with him in the Poet 
Whar ? ſhall I alwayes be. a fin 
Audi 


—_ 


— 
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Auditor : being ſo oft provok d, 
ſhall T never repay the wrong that 


11. | 
KP done unto mee ? ſo ir is, (my 
2 F Ciiiftian Brother never rhink thou 


\ f of requirtng an 1njury , although 
tu becit 2n hundred, nay a thou- 
ſnd times abuſed ; if thou dehrelt 
1 d amongit Gods Sons, 


| 
FLO ) ST ” / 
& * Vi CT1\\ 


bs conmir thy (elf , andthy cauſero 
eg Yb y hearventy Fathers nands , and 
Juf WIC. a patient ſilence » luti.r and 
tk. focare with thy Adveriaries malice. 
by MH; Childen {iffer patently tbe 
C1 wr. hthatists ceme th 94 jou f; V1 

of © 44 : {or thine enemy bath per{e- 


wte4 thee, but ſhortly thou ſhatt 
ſee 15 deftrutbion, and ſhalt tread 
pox his neck. thus did God once 
comfort his people by his ſervant 
aruc, Andby St. Payl he ſayes, 
$ie that has doae wrong , {hall 7(- 
eve ſor the wrong wh'ch he hath 
(ore. Brit peraaps thou wilt farther 
ay. well Sir , I will forgive but 
ever forget the injury, Is it ſo in- 


i& Y 4 LL 
C. 


? do yetiink that God will be 
« 49 you think this kind of 
Iberality is plealing to God ? if ir 
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he {o that you are rciolved to dg 
other iviſe, then expect the ſame 
Necker of bounty at the hands of 
the Lord.Should a man, fiyes Ec- 
clchaſticus, beare hati& againſt a 
#11 ,a91d defer e forgiveneſs of God, 
be will ſhew no mercy to a wax 
that is tt be himſelf and wil! he 

a:ke forgiveneſs ef bis owne fin: 
if be that is but fleſh a «rijbie> 
tred and ashe pardon of God , 
vill entreat for that man? I ſuppoſ: 
gone, It is a vaine pretence cf cle- 
mency and pitty to ſay I will not 
revenge ſuch an Injury, and yer ac+ 
ver forget it. Whatſoever ctheu gi= 
veſt, and forgiveſt, give and for- 
gi ive-it entircly, or elle for ever diſ- 
paire of mercy from Ged, you 
know what © hriſt threatens in the 
Goſpel], S» ſhall #1y beaven'y Fa. 
ther dounto you, if ye forgive nd 
every one bis Brother from your 
hearts. Tot} T1155 {om (ht PIocat CIC 113y 
obje&t: A!l this I belceve to be 
truc,and I vvould readily vvithour 
much adoc forgive and pardon my 
encmy but I am a man of publicke 
Authoruy 
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Authority, No man ſhall think to 
abuſe me , and go unpunilhed. I 
muſt and vvill defend my honour 
vvhich is Ecclip{'d, and my repu- 
tation vvhich is ftained. Such an- 
{vvcrs have fallen from ſome mens 
lips :but I beſeech yon, (Chriſtian 
Brethren, )let us not play the Sophi- 
ſtrs,and diſpute the caſe in fo (e- 
rious a point that concerns our 
flvation : laye alide all painted 
phraſcs, and all expreſſions gilded 
vvith a prctence of colourable ex--- 
cnſcs, 

Saint Stephen was one that bare 
1 publick office, yet he threw not 
back a ſtone againſt thoſe that 
ſton'd him : neither would he de 
t:nd his honour , ſo , as to forfeit 
his Religion , but cricd out with a 
loud voyce : Lord lay net this ſin 
to their charge. 

In like manner our crucifhed 
Lord and Saviour Chriſt Iclus did 
(not as the Son of man only, but 
ailo as the Sun cf God) utter theſe 
werds With devout teares to his 
Heavenly Father, Father forgive 

K 4 thum 


Thenivth S igne, 


th:m. There is no mortall man of 
ſo great Majeity an{ worth , but 
that he may without any the leaſt 
blot to his reputation forgive an 
injury offered ro his perſon, Thou 


L evit. 19, f944t uot ſerch revenge,nor be mind 


full of an injury from any of the 
Cbildrey of thy people, So God oy 
lus iervant Moſes cxhorts all Ma- 
viitrates, But thou wilt ſay, I never 
g1vc that knave any cauſe ct ct- 
tencc. It may be ſo, and I aut tc)! 
thee, if acauichad bin minittred, 
that which thou ſuſtainelt could not 
be rermec an Injury , but it would 
bz ſaid, that thou hadfſt jiurt him, 
aid he wounded thee, Burt what do 
you mcane by talking of a Caule ? 
wherein did Io/eph treſpaſs againlt. 
his Brethren when he told them his 
Drczme ! And yer even loſepb, 
tlie Viceroy of £gyptzthough lo a- 
but'd . ina gencrous and brave [t- 
lence, buri:d all his injuries , and 
rewar2cd them with orcat benchts , 
which his Brethren who had (14 
himgreccived at his hangs, Bur you 
wil obj<& and fay, But Sir , the 
Injury 
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Injury is no ſmall nor light one. 
But now , why do you Cexaggcrate 
the orcatncſ; of your Ingury? > if the 
offences Which thou torgivelt bc 
ſmall, thy praiſe will nor be great, 
And wales wm be excrcild with 
or0at crolles and Jujurics , never 
cxpect robe famous for thy great 
YCrTUCS, 

© Hcare what St. H!crome faves 
God is(be it ſpoken withreycrence) 


© 14 Smiths his enemt es are his Files 


and Hammers, by which he purges 
1nd rakes oft our drefs from us: 
© and being thus purg'd,& po! ih ad, 
ac {tampes upon our ſoules the 
11142 24 ot ho{li ncis. Burt let me ask 
thee ( whotoever thou beelt that 
complaincſt of thy ſuftcrings ) hatt 
thou been ſRon'd with Paul ? halt 


Hier.c. $. 
in Mat. 9* 


thcu ever bcen ſcourg ged,and Cruci= - 


hed with Chrilt ? No, | ict this then 
each thee humility and paticnce;In 
rs thou art not in fo bad a-.cale as 
thy betters. But I am of a Noble, 
he of a baſe parentage 3 why th lt 
1e not then feel the ſmart of my 
reyenge 3 poore miltaken man, you 
K © are 


5 


z* 


Fcclus, 28, 
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are both cf the earth,carthy , yours 
may bz of the berter mc Id, yet dult 
thou art, and to diult ſjiait thou rc 
rurneg3s well as thy poorer Ailvyer- 
fary. If a delire- of 1CVEnge Over- 
come thee, thou art not of the Son 
cf the nobics , but a ſervant of lin 
and wickednets, Remember theyi- 
ſore thy latter end , and ceaſe io 
live tn enm: ty, in deb, 116 and [irife, 
Thou maiſt (xy after, all this. Al- 
thongh 1 Revenge not my felfe 
upon mine enemy, al Ithevgh 1 for- 
bcare to dorthis , yet I cannotfo 
Command my paſſion, as not to 
vavea will and great delire to it, 
Thou maiſt,ifthou wilt, command 
thy att-&tions; But ſo long as thou 
doelt minilter to thy mind martcr 
*Oor thy hatred to feed on, thy 
rhougins before Cod -arc as. bitter 
as W ormewood : thou bearcit in 
thy breft netles, Thurnes, Thiſtles, 
with which thy conicience is milc - 
rably wrack'd and rortur'd Againe, 
Thou wilt fay,I burne wit h the 
flame of revengtull thoughts, Let 
ke rej thee, unleſs thou put out, 
and 
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ind EXtinguiſh this fire betimes, 
thou wilt cauſe God to [hut theeout 
of Heaven , ro lock the gate of it 
upon thee , and to doome thee to 
_ place of rorment, where thou 

fait burne in evcrlaſting tlames 
with the Devill and bis cu rſed An- 
gclls. A patient ſuffering of Inju- 
rics , 15 a Gate throw 2h which we 
enter into the heavenly joycs., Pat 
he that ſecheth wengeance ſhall Rcclus: 2. 
find vengeance of the,Loyd, _ be 1,Nutm. 
will [ſurety keep his ſons, 1 .aſtly 12.19. 
how maiſt obje& and ſay, I can Dent, 32» 

take no reſt night nor day,my meat x5, 

ud my drink are uncomfortable to _ 

mce, tolong as 1 ſee Mordechty 

my cnimy lirting and untouch'd, 

ce from all misfortunes and grit, 7 
and Zoo againſt me this os 

ſchicf, O fond man, foc- 

ihe tO pukins owne deftruRtion , E= 
Thiel reports of certaine valiant 
men ,who went downe 'otbe grave 
with thei weapons of Warve,and 
laid their Swords under theiy 
hrads. See here a ncw and: unhcard 
kind of pillow,a ſword. On ſuch a 
F&LOVv 
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of revenge [ 
who never ceaſe from wi 
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y their heads r9 {leep, 


ickednc [s, 


and take 110 reſt or quictneſs in any 
thing » but in calumniating and 
ghiing , in brawling with thoſe 


ONL they conczive to be their &- 


nemics* Thus Caiz ihe firſt Scholler 


72 


the Dewl: 


Schoot ( as Baſil 


Calls hi! m _) he flew Avcll with is 
loca dy hand , to the intent that his 
Brothers olo Ty being ecclipled a: id 


” 


darkned , 


LT tohter eb 14 be 
blithed, 


T: 


ary EVENT. 
thus Simpl: 


his CW11C mizkt thihe tne 


} 


niore tr mcety C1 ta 


But he Ry a Quite CC! 


jk 4 \S, ul, and es 
Ir d | God: mercy ,be -22 a 


his ca on for thcir lin s, 


not 


bei tha 


tears, and yet WCre not 


heard God rected their Prayers 


tke manncr 
thoug 1 they endeavore 
on the hornes of the Altar , even 
that of mercy. they were 
and beaten off,aad not undeſerved- 
ly; for that they rcful'd ro ſpare 


Z [au found no place ſor repentance, 
thoueb he ſengh: it with teares. In 
| 


Saul and 4nuticcvnus, 
d to take ho! 


repall' d 


-\s 


a 


\ 
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The ninth Signe, 
ind to be pirifull to thoſe from 
whom thcy hal receiv'd any the 


leait indignitics. He ſhall bave Eccl _2 


rudgrment without mercy, who , 
ſhewed nv mercy,to others. 

Kinz Davids tall was foule and 
Jeadly when he commirecd 2, fins 
1: once, Murder , aad Adultery : 
but fo foone as he had ſhew'd bur 
:1e leaſt ſigne of Repentance , and 
utter'd ſcarce two words when he 
faid to Nathan, 1 have ſtinncd a= 


oatnſt ihe Lord . The prophet Im- 2 Sam, 13, 
mediartly replied. The Lo:d hath 13: 


put away thy ſin thou ſhalt wot die* 
How oft did Antiochusconfels that 
he had hnned and net withourt bit- 
tr lamentation and howling, cry 
to the Lord for mercy and pardon; 
10 doubt he made great vowcs,and 
olffer'd great gifts ro God in his 
Temple, and promiſed if God 
wound pardon,to amend his life for 
:1c future. Notwithſtanding al theſe 


protcitations he fuff:r'd a repulie . 


30d did not cncline his cares to this 
1 yrants prayers; & no woncer, For 
this tyranical King aid difter mach 
- > . p = * 4% 3 
from King Davie; they bchav'd 
themicl yes 
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themſelyes diverſly and in a dific- 
ferent manner rowar\{s their enc- 
mics. David was interiour to none 
in Warre and conqueſt , his ſucceſs 
and victories were great and many: 
he likewiſe overcame all in mercy 
and pity, in ſparing thoſe who did 
injure him cicher by opprobrious 
words or open hoitility, He uſf'd 
his power in nothing leſs then in 
taking revenge againſt any z more 
gentle and milde was he to his foes, 
then Antiochus was to his owne 
people and Citizens; againft whom 
he breath'd nothing but ſwords and 
fire, blood and revenge, and being 
thus unmercifull and full of cruct- 
ty,he found no mercy. The Phii- 
tians uſe not to deſert their f1ck pa- 
tients , untill they plainly perceive 
that thcir diſeaſe or malady is pall 
all hope of recovery, yet there is a 
ccrtaine kind of difeaſe, which when 
they diſcover in their patients, they 
preſently bid them prepare for 
death, ir being impoſſible for them 
ro. be cur'd. Even fo ir is inthe 
foule : Although we are to diſpairc 
of no mans ſalvation { be he never 


(0. 
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fo wicked ) fo long as he has life 
and being , yer when his bowelts do 
{wim in the gall of bitterneſs, when 
his ſoule is inflam'd with maſice, 
burnes with hatred and a dehfire of 
evenge,of this kind of lickneis, St. 
Jobn tpends his Critis, he tells us 
it.is deadly, Thee t5 4 ſon ( layes 
hc) unto Death : 1 ſay zot that a 
mar ſhoula pray for it, Theſe men 
{cldome repent that are obſtinaily 
relolv'd, and bent to revenge their 
private quarrells and diltaſts againſt 
their enemics.. And in whom therc 
is.this birterncſs of ſpirit , in tkem 
there is na ſenſe or feeling of Gods 
Jadgements , they are by them no 
wiit terrified, Although all the 
lcarn'd and wiſe men in the world 
thunder againſt this fin with their 
pens,although all Gods Prophets, 
and Miniſters pronounce heayy 
th reats againdt it , and withail in- 
treat and perſwade. rhe men cf the 
World to cover all thcir-tnyuries 
with the mantle of forgetfulineſs,to 
bur y them in the Grave of torgive- 


ls , and to embrace one another 
fn.: 


1.10, 
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in the Armes of love and tender 
aftections 3 notwithitanding , all 
theſe exhortations, threats,and pre- 
cepts , the ungodly ones, who are 
fitted to deſtruction , thun and dc- 
cline all the wayes cf amit} and re- 
conciliation , they (not fearing the 
wrath of Ged, nor regarding his 
Miniſters)go on boldly in their re- 
vengfull purpoſes, and labour to rc- 
pay to their enemies fer bad turnes 
the like requitalls, 

When neither - the Prophets , 
wiſemen, nor any of Gods Mcſlen- 
gers could be hcard , but itil] men 
went on in thcir malice , at lalt the 
wiſeſt and the faireſt among the 
ſons ef men, the Prophets initru- 
ctour , the King of Angells came 
with great power and 'Authcrity 
trom his heavenly Father , not ſo 
much to perſwade , as to command 
us to this union, a peaceable agree- 
ment among our fe[yes,he came al- 
\o not to counſaile us , but to im- 
print this law of [ove in our hearts: 
and yet miſerable wretches we arc, 

we kick and rebell againſt our Sa- 
viours 
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riours Do@trine, we reje& his law, 
He in his Fathers name commands 
us thus. Bu: I ſay wnte jou, love Mat. 5. 
your enemits 3 we his rebcllious 
Subjects retort and cry unto him, 
© CO Chriſt you ſpeak in vaine to 
* us,your commands are to no pur- 
© poſc;atthonzh we be Chriitians, 
© yer we- in this will ſhew our (elves 
« worſe then Heathens, we will take 
© revenge and not attend to thy 
*words, This is the blafphemovs 
* an{wer of proud worldlings tO 
Chrift, who exhorrs us to love our 
enemies , bur none wiil obey his 
voyce. But t ſay unto yee, it/if 
not evill : Thus Chriſt. what?Re- 
þſt not evill> Then we thall be 
branded for Cowards; thus we out 
of an impudent boldneſs. P- ay for 
them that perjecute, and revile yous 
that ye may be the So1x of your F a- 
ther which is in Heaven, This s 
Chriſts adviſe, but we cqunt this 3 
on and frigid Prayer , and arc 
oath to purchaſe that royall Title 
at ſo deare a rate as we eltceme tt, 
Doe 7ogd to thoſe that bate you © SO 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt enjoyns , but we are ready 
to reply: Thou commandelt Lerd, 
that which is againſt the very grain 
of nature, impoſe upon us a taske 
which may be done with morc fa- 
ctlity, Forgive &> je ſhal be forgiug, 
Thus Chriſt againe. Our Anſwer 
iS this, we cannot, and that you 
may know we cannot , know that 
we will not bridle our Anger with 
the curbe of Reaſon 3 we will not 
hold in our Tecth , nor containe 
our hand. And who can command 
his choughts ? weare therefore re- 
folv'd to meditate and praQiiſe re- 
yenge. If you forgive men their 
fins,your heavenly Fatber will al- 
{6 forgive you your treſpaſſes. 
This is Chriſts loving and ſweet 
admonition to us , but we ungodly 
miſcreants make anſvver to this, vve 
would yvillingly dye , ſo that vve 
might firſt ſee our enemies perith. 
O iny Chrittian Brethren do you 
hate Heaven fo,that you vvill vvith 
a ſpeedy courſe polt to Hell ? have 
you baniſh'd that Petition in the 
Lords Prayer out of your thoughts? 
F Fo;-: 
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Forgive us our tiefpaſſes as we 
forerve thim that treſpaſs againſt 
x5? From this you may inferre that 
either your enemies are to be loved, 
or that you caſt a ſnare upon your 
fclves, as oft as you put up this re- 
queſt ro God. As vve forgive C- 
thers , fo Lord do thou forgive us» 
Bur we forgive nothing .. out of at 
imylacable hatred ro mens perſons, 
ve are ever forvvard to puniſh and 
revenge the Icaft affront , or hurt 
vve rcceive from them ; T hercfore. 
O Lord forgive us nothing, but pu» 
niſh ſo oft as vve offend, 

This is the language of our 
E/awes.th<Reprobate,not of Gods 
ele& ons, vvho although they re- 
ceive never {o great hurt and dam- 
mage from their enemies , yet they- 
are ready to call to God and fay- 
with their Saviour, Father forg:ve 
them,&c. And Lord lay not this 
fin to their charge. 1 forgive all, I' 
remit all, and vvill revenge none; 
I his is the VoOyce of Laceb, of one 
ordain'd to life and falvation. Bur 


before I put a periodto this diſcourſe 
I 
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I muſt entreat all thoſe who ſhall 
perufe this,and not love their enc- 
mies , to tell me in gcniovily , whe- 
ther they belccve theſe things to be 
true : Certainly they vvill anſvver , 
affirmatively, unleſs thcy can ima- 
gine that Chriit vvili deotive us, © 
that T:uth ir felfe can 1ye. It then 
thele things be true, nay molt rruc, 
what wicked ecnturmacy rhcn are 
they guilty of,vvhc out ut an obſti. 
nate ſpirit make a mock at Guds 
word and con'emnc his commands? 
Chriſt calls, and commands, Love 
not only your ,v:ents, but al/o jour 
Very enemies; it chey have vvroug'd 
you,pardon and remit al theit inju= 
ries, Chrift may command,y<ct yon 
are ſtifly c<ſolv* d,to hate and perſe- 
cute, nut to = doi your enemics, 
and detrattors. Whar is God and 
Chriſt? is Hcaven and happines cf 
fo lntie vyorth in your citezme , 
tha: the promul- | *\.) great a IC, 
vvard, cannot yv:elt and extort 
from your ron; Jues, and hearts this 
one vvord, I forplve, I remit, and 
the Lord pardon that man his lin, 
vvho 
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whoſoever he be that has done me 
any wrong? What? for all this 
which has bin delivercd,do ye ſtand 
yet as Itocks without "ſenſe , and 
voice without any motion or incli- 
nation,to forgiveand pardon? Does 
your Iron brett yer breath Reveng? 
Docye yet cry, the Devill , or the 
Gallowes take him,chac has wrony o'd 
mee ? Doe ye till with miſchief 
to him, do you ſtil] hare your ene- 
my ? And will not ye hearken to 
Chriſit,liften to what he commands? 
If you ate fuily minded not to caſt 
out this poyfon, enjoy your malice, 

but let me tell you for 2 certaine, 

doe what you will, take what courſe 
you plcaſe,you are in the road vVay 
ro hell, and our of that vvhich teads 
£0 Heaven. Faith and love lead to 
this; malice and hatred to that. For 
molt true is that ſaying of a lzarned 
and devour Aurhor, © He that 
*© ceaſes not to hate his enemy,calt 

© not love Ga 
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L $ x 
\ deteſtation, and loathing 
four former fins. The eme 
blem of which, he makes Whips 
ind (courges,to ſhew,phat vyhen 
ve truly hate our {ins, vye 
ſubdue them and our luſt, 
by chaitifing our ſelves; 
(as David did) with 
faſting and religi- 
ous duties, 
Vngder that Emblem vve have 
theſe vyords, 


Pf 69. 19, 


ApOCc. 2, 

I will come quickly, and anleſs 
thoa repen'eſt, I will remove 
thy Candleſtish from thee. 

T. Auguſtine covnts it an abo- 

minable yyickednes for a man 

to record his former fins, and to 
piory 


Lib.5.cc 
lib, arb. 


Palm, 51 


> Cor. 7. truly this /or row which is according 


p1ory in them with a certaine jo 


' ions (ayes thus of himſe]f, My ſins 
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and delight, when as he ſhould ra 
ther greive for them , and uſe thi 
beſt meanes to releaſe his ſoul 
from their power, and his conſci- 
ence from the guilt of them, For: 
the ſame St. Arg. truly affirmes 
He that beates his breaſt, out of 
{ſeeming ſorrow for his offence,and 
does not corre@ his ill life a 

manners, that man rather harden 
his heart, then remov es his fins, 
Dawvid mourning for his tranſgre- 


:5 ever before mee : and therefore 
he entreats God ſo earncttly to cre- 
ate tn bin a cleane heart , axd to 
renew 4 right ſpirit within bim, 
Happy and bleſſed are thoſe men 
who ſo lament,and with a generous] ? 
katred , ſo deteſt their fins , that | 
they grieve tor this,becauſe they can 
grieve no more, nor fo much a 
they thould, and are therefore {or- 
revvfull for that they ſorrovy lels, | 
then rhey ought or yyould, And] 


to Goda, or Godly ſorrow , worketb 
repentance 
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reptutance unto ſaluation, not to 
be repented of , i. ce. ſtable and 
firme ; which is to be noted. with 
an attentive conſideration, For 
many recover and obtaine (alvati- 
on by their Repentance , but not a 
brme and ſtable ſalvation. They 
relapſs into fin againe and fo loſe 
their former joy and comfort. 
Therefore Chriſt exprelly com- 
mands us in St. Luke, not to let 
our Repentance ſlip , when we have 
attain'd to it , but to keep and pre- 
ſerve it , wale[s ye bave repentance 
ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. For 
we mult nor do with our repentance 
as we do with money, which is bor- 
rowed for a ſett, and certaine time 3 
this we muſt returne , but that we 
mutt not part with , when once we 
haye gotten it into our poſicſſion, 
Nor unkitly ſaid 4quinas. * True 
* and ſerious repentance , does not 
only expiate and blor out our ſigs 
pilt,buralſo preſerves us from fin to 
come. That man hath not cepen« 
tance,who hath not a firme purpoſe 
NCcyer. ro commit his former impic- 
L ties 
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tics, Chriſt when he had cured the 


man {ick of a Pally, comanded him 
to take up bis Bea & wal; which 
the poore man did, Thus ought 
we ro do,we mult take up our Beds, 
remove out of our ſoules all vitious 
habirs, {o ſhall we walke more nim- 
bly and with freer ſpirits in the path 
of Gods commandements, Every 
accaſion of ſin muſt be ayoyded 
and ſhun'd , that we may run with 
more ſafety to the mark that is =_ 
poſed to us, and that is everlaſting 
happineſs. The prodigall Son in 
the Goſpell being almoſt pin'd to 
death with -hunger , and pinched 
with extreame want concluded pre- 
ſently of a courſe which was ate for 
kim. I will ariſe ( fayd he) azd go 
to my Father. Here moſt of us 
voluntarily leſe the uſe of our 
hands and feer , we are aQive and 
operative in our Tongues, but flow 
ia our performances: we talke much, 
but do little, being like to thoſe 
that bend a Bow, but never ſhoot, 
We propeſe tro our ſelves many 
things, but do nothing at all : mY 
| | lig 
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ſiph and mourne , whea we hare 
ated ſome fouſe- and groſs oft:n- 
c2s , but take no care at all to pre- 
vent the like ſins from being com 
mitted by us : We delirxe to have 
our wounds cloſed up,but we ſtench 
not firlt the blood : we apply a re- 
medy to our {11s,but corre netour 
aftcQions, which if let alone, will 
hurry us to the praRile of our for- 
mer evi!l courſes : We grow old ia 
defercing and poſting oft Repen- 
tance. So whil'{t we are propoling 
to our {elves good courſes, aud pro- 
miling our amendment , our lite 
watts and vaniſhes, and ar laſt 
death ſurpriſing us , laughs at our 
folly, who for 10 many yeares have 
beene a willing aud purpoling holy 
duties , but never performed any. 
Such was St, Auguſtine before his 
converhion , but he continued not 
in this lazy temper, He maturcly 
did { and that bcfore he was old }] 
what ne ſaw and knew muſt be don, 
*1 (aid { ſohe in his confeſſions] 
* within my ſelf, See that it be dime 
* 20,797 bes bt be done; he means 

Lz2 Repens 
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Repentance] And when I had ſpo- 


* ken this to my (elf, a reſolution 
* and _ followed my words. 


© Preſently upon this , I ſuſpended 


my Actions ,ſo that I neither did, 
* ner did not: yet I relapſed not in- 
* ro my formcr vices, but dreiy very 
* ncare to the brinke of ty old 
© corruptions , and then I made a 
* ſtop, taking as ir were breath, 
© Thoſe wanton toies and fooliſh 
* vanitics, my ancient loves , with 
© which I formerly too often dallied, 
* theſe ſciſed upon my thoughts,and 
* ſpake as it were thus within me 
*in filent , whiſpering to the carc 
© of my fleſh. What will you now 
© leave us'? The Good man lett 
them, and ſhook off the yoak of 
their rempting inſtigations , {0 de- 
teſting with hatred his former pra- 
Siſes , that he became a nevy man, 
leading a life in all holy converla- 
tion and Godlineſs. It cannot be 
denyed, but that many of us do ct- 
tentimes begin to lead a better life, 
but we only begin, ve ſpinnot out 


this thread ; Yve conrinue not our 
reſolurions 
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reſolutions to rhe end ; we pro» 


ceed not in our beginnings , 
firſt undertakings of Religious 


- courſes, but fall back and returne 


to our old yomit and uncleanels, 
AndTI doubt not but that in many 
Chriſtians there might be found (if 


" we would peirce into their ſecret 


intentions)pious indeayours , holy 
thoughts and good purpoſes , but 
moſt of us are [ike to the old Athe- 
niay: ;zwe(as they did ) make good 
decrees , but faile for want of con- 
{tancy in our executions, cr if we 
begin to execute , we perſ:{t not in 
our undertakings , We preſcribe to 
cur ſelves very honeſt and whole- 
ſome wayes of living,but we axe 
diſcouraged, and falter in thoſe 
wayes , by reaſon cf any the leaſt 
$rouble or moleſtation. We pre= 
pound great matters to our ſelves, 
and things that are koly and vertu- 
ous,but being entiſ'd by the alurc- 
ments of our Rebcllious fleſh,ſollj- 
cited by the invitaticns cf our looſe 
companions, or moved by the leaſt 
temptation from he Devill , we 

L 3 pre= 
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p"eſcently yceld our ſelves captives; 
and without any the lcaſt relutan-= 
cy , we ſuffer our ſelves to be 
draw'n back to our former polluti- 
ons, diſcovering hereby both our 
unſertlednefſe and impatiency, Pcr- 
haps (my good Chriſtian brother) 
thou hat decreed with thy iclfe to 
tive for the time to come a more 
chaſt and ſober life, re avoid cyery 
occahon which may lead thee to 
fin,as bad company , naughty hou- 
ſes.or the like 3 It may be too thou 
haſt put on arcſolution to thut the 
eaſements of thy ſoule , thine cyes 
from gazing on bcauties, the pro« 
yocations of lyſtfull aftcftions, and 
to ſubdue the petnſant kumor of 
thy unruly ficih . It is weil , and 
perhaps thon haſt {er forward one 
foot in the way of veriu2,thou hall 
begun to ſpeak med:itiy , andro 
lay aſide al wanten and Idle books, 
which arc full of obſcene eiſcourlſes. 
All this is well. Thou haſt happi- 
ly too reſclved to bridle thy haſty 

p-{lion , to keep down thy chcler, 

20 refrain from ahger,to caſt our - 

iy 
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thy mind all hatred and envy , and 
malice againſt thy neighbour; very 
Be ow haſt alſo begun to 
rule thy Tongue, to be ſilent, when 
thy companions calumniate and 
flander others , to forbeare when 
they mock ana ſcoff at mens in- 
firmities, All this is very good 
and agreeable to the rulcs of zrue 
repentance, But how far bettcr is 
it to perſevere in thoſe good cour- 
fes ? How many be . now , 
who yefterday contain'd them- 
ſelves within the bounds of mode- 
ration;repulſed the violent rage of 
Tongue and fuſt, brake the Romack 
of their Anger ; had the victory e- 
ver themſelves 3 who to day ruſh, 
(as an horſe into the battell ) into 
their former looſeneſs , put their 
necks undcr the yoak of their luſts, 
vive the Reines to their unbridled 
zongues,boile in Anger , and ſerve 
their vices as they did before; But 
ler ſuch and all men know, T hat is 
not 2 true Repentance, which is not 
ccnitant and fiixmely fer upon good 
purpoſes, That which is other- , 
wile 
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wiſe is rather an inconftant, deful- 
tor y levity of the mind, Oh what 
drave fword-men , what fine fen- 
cers are wee } we ſhew much Art, 
& dexterity in eur skirmiſhes ; we 
make great flouriſhes before hand, 
but when we areto fight in ear- 
neſt at ſharps, when we are to en- 
counter with cur adyerſarics, and to 
fhrw our skill and cunning in guat- 
ding our ſelves from their blowes, 
then we flinch and run away like 
cowards , and thoſe wounds which 
we ſhould avoid  undauntedly in 
the field ſtanding , thoſe we receife 
M our backs and-flyino the faces of 
our Antagoniſts, Againe, what 
Brave Racers are wee } At our 
&rit ſerting forth we ſpread our 
Armes,and move our feet with A- 
pillity , till we ſweat by meanes of 
our labour and paine,and anon bes 
forc we are halfe way, we faint and 
falrer and give over running, Alas 
thus do we poor filly mortal!s. 
How often do we venture upon 
many brave undertakings , how 
many things do we brgin with 
praile 
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praiſe and commendation , and 
lometimes go on in acourle of god- 
lineſs , to the joy and comfort of 
our friends that love us, yet we 
languiſh by degrees , at length we 
fall.and finally lyc in our accuſto- 
med fans. In vaine docs the Tree 
flouriſh and triumph in its bloſ- 
ſoms, pron:if.zg much fiuit,unlcls 
it bring it forth, The Maſter- 
builder layes the foundation to no 
purpoſe, unleſs he ere upon # 
walls and roofe,all which complcar 
and make a pertc& houſe, What 
doth ir profit the Mr, of a ſhip to 
ſer up the Mako fit the tackling, 
open the Saylcs, and order the men 
that uſe the Oares, all this care and 
induſtry will notadvantage him, 
if he launch not the ſhip 1 1to the 
deep from the ſhoare, cr.mnake a 
ſhort returne fo ſoone as it is Jaun- 


ched ? Andtruly we are melt cf. 


us like to thoſe builders, who lay 2 
foundation , but cre not an houſe 


upon it, With ſome unskiltull O-- 


ratours , we begin with a plaulible 
exordium , but feldem come to a 
Ls good 
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good concluſion. We often ſet up 
our ſailes wich the fooliſh Marri- 
ncrs, but ſo ſoone as ever a ſtorm 
begins to riſe , we returne to the 
Haven from whence we came. T his 
Rying is much and frequent in our 
months, -1 will do this or that, 1 
will amend my evill courſes, & yzt 
we do juſt nothing , and mend roo 
tte when our Glals is run,and our 
time quite ſpent. when we receive 
worthily the Sacrament of the Bc- 
dy and Blood of our Lord Ieſus, 
hen we have in a manner begun 
2ur race,then we have fer footing 
in a ncw courſe, but how often is it 
{-cn(may it be ſpoken with.gricfe) 
char we run but halfc-way , and 
- rien cicher ſtand ill or lye downe 
vanting,and weary of well-doing, 
 An4:hus ftinting in the mid'ſt 
of our courſe, we ſpend the remain- 
Jer of our dayes,not like thoſe who 
i 24 made a ſolemne promile wo 
God of ferſzking their evill wayes, 
I his promiſe we make when we 
partake of that heavenly banquet , 
ancane,the holy Eucharilt, Man, is 
counted 
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counted the moſt prudent of all 
creatures , bur Polyb:us once faid, 
he thought him the molt foolith 3 
for other creatures obſerve , where , 
and from whom they receive any 
hurt,and ſhun them 

Therfore haviag cſcap'd the gin 
never ventures. kimſelfe in that 
place againe, The Welte will never 
reſt himſclfe in rhat hoje, where he 
has been hunted 3; the Dcg rc 
members the Cudgell , wherewith 
he has been beaten; But man (as if 
he were made up of oblivion ) for- 
gets the dangers he has cicap'd and 
will Tay kis hand upon the hole cf 
that Afpe which ftung him; he will 
unadviſedly put his foot into that 
ſnare out of which he is eſcap'd,and 
which hc knowes will be his ruine, 
God complaines by his- Prophet 
Fay of his peoples forgettullneis, 
where he ſayes, Tho baſt not laid 
theſe things to thy heart, neither 
haſt thou remembred thy latter cud, 
Yet I ſaid when-my people had don 
all this againſt mee, Retwrne , and 
Ivey would net convert nor VE In = 
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ned, Contrition and ſorrow for 
{:n without correRion and amend- 
ment ot our lives, will do usno 
good ſayes St. Bern, when one man 
builds and anothcr pulls down, they 
get nothing but their labour for 
their paines 3 And he that having 
roucli's the dead is waſli's from his 
pollution , and touches the ſam: 
corps again, re:cives no benchta: 
all by his Waſhing. Amend- 
ment is the companion of trne con- 
rrition in tke penitent, and it diſco 
vers it ſcfs by thele ekRs:by there, 
rayning ct our diſorderly apetites 
mortyfying our Juxuriouſnels, dc- 
preſſing our pride, and forcing our 
bodics ro ſerve God in all purity 
and hclinefs , which bcfore ſerved 
the Deyill im a conſtant praRile of 
prophaneſs . we promiſe many 
times to perferme all theſe good 
duties , but before the day goes 
bout , nay ſometimes c're an houre 
he paſſed , we forget our promiles, 
and lick up our yomit by returning 
tothe mud and filth of our former 
{ns , and from a gedly ſorrow and 
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mourning for impietics. we paſs 
t0 our former madneſs and Iovial- 
tics laying with them in Tſay, Come 
tet us take irine, and fill our ſelves 
with ftrong drink , and to morrow 
ſhail be as this day,aud much more 
abuxdant. We are almoit ofthe 
fame difpofition with Pharoab,who 
{o'ſoon as the Rain, and Haile,and 
Thunder had ceaſed , hardaxed bis 
heart and multiplied bis fins, E= 
ven after we have obrain'd pardon, 
ofrentimes we grow worſe then we 
were before that God had forgiven 
us. 
How. often does it come to pals, 
that by reaſon of linnes ſtrange me- 
tamorphoſ1s,in the morning we are 
like ſheep for our mild and well- 
temper d meekneſs, but in the c- 
vening, we appeare.tobe Lions and 
igers for our cruelty and ficrce- 
nefs 2 How oken are we Angells 
ina the morning , in the evening 
ſcarce found to be men , but incar- 
nat Devills. Thus we aflume ſhape 
after thape , a1d change one-vizard 
with.another, and thatwe uſe more 
| frequently 
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£:cquently, which is moſt deform'd 
and ugly. Thus from vellells of 
honour , we turne our (clves into 
veſle]ts of ſhame, like changlings, 
we loſe our name, and alter our 
condition 3 we were borne to be 
ſons of Ged, but we make our 
{cives the ſons and ſervants of Sa- 
than. © But as ſick men { ſayes St. 
* Chryſ. ] unleſs they alwayes live 
© orderly. and obſerve a diet,receive 
© no good by their Phylick : No 
© although for three or. foure dayes 
© they obſerve the rules and precepts 
* of their Phylitians , even ſo {n= 
©ners, unleſs they be alwayes ſober 
© and watchfull in prayer , will reap 
©. no benefit by two or three houres 
© corretzon- and amendment, 1 

have ſeen young Chickens latcly 
hatch'd and fledg'd, running about 

a Yard , and catching at flies and 

wormes, which to them are great 

delicacies : whilſt they. were thus 

butied in hunting after their prey , 

a Kite hoyerd over the place , hc- 

ping to make them his; And thus 
that. winged pyrat hanging in the 
Ayre, 
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Ayre, and playing in an uncertaine 
notion upon t! he wing , watched 
narrowly,and obſcryed the careleſs 
bchaviour of thoſe lirtle creatures, 
and at lait when an opportunity 
was offter'd, fell dovene into the 
Yard with thar ſwiftncſs , as if he 
h1d been ſhor from heaven, "and ſei 
ſing upon one of them vvith great 

violence, did fly fpeedily avvay 
VVith it trembling and quaking at. 
the approach of death, The orher 
Chic Fs beholdiny this , betooke 
chemſclves vvith all ſpeed and ce- 
leriry, [vvhich vvas cauſed by feare] 
to their common fanCuary in di- 
ſtreſs,and that is the ſhelter ct the 
Hens vvings : but there they |uck'd 
not{ong, tor preſently ail danger 
being Fen and all feare laid 
aſide, ” they reſuſin to be any lon- 
ger hid , fy our "om under their 
Feather'd ſhield, and as they did be- 
fore,-un up and: doyvne the Yard, 

kuncing after their food; Anon 
comes the theef{ I-meane the Kite] 
againe,and forthyvith ſnatcherh a- 

nother up in his bill, The reitter- 
riked, 
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rified with this , betook themſelves 
againe to their knowa Aſylum, 
their mothers wings; but with them 
the feare of danger laits not long. 
They came out the ſecond and 
third time,thus ſporting with their 
deſtruion , & offering themſelves 
A prey , untill that raveaeus bird 
had carried all of them away. 

No otherwiſe doth death ſport 
and play with us. Here he ſnatches 
a Neighbour, there A kinſ{-man, 
aow a friend or brother, we gricve 
and figh for our loſs,and becauſe we 
conceive (and that not without juſt 
reaſon)the danger to be imminent, 
and neare at hand, we ſometime 
tremble too, and promiſe amenc- 
ment of our lives and manners. 

But how long I pray you does 
this _— Tait ? How ſoonc 


are our lighs ſpent and our teares 
drycd up ? when a day or two is 
patied, we betake our ſelves to our 
old follies, we hunt after flies, aad 
now-having forgotten our fighs and 
zears,we begin againe to quaffe aud 
ung , Wwe practiſe 
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ry and extortion, we burne anew 
with our old lults, we moye againe 
in the circle of our former vices, 
running a round from ſin to hn; 
we fly once more to our ancient 
cuſtome of viti ous living , thus 
lulling our ſelves afleep upon the 
bed i till at length we be 
forced to ſhed our laft teares, when 
death ſhall  fsx his ugly rallonsn 
our bodyes,and our ſoules are pc- 
Ring to erernall torments ; then ir 
is to late to will or do. "Then our 
enly comfort will be this, #f we 
have done any good in our lives ; 
and what we {uff-r'd with tormen- 
ting painc,we ſhail then remember 
with a delightfy!i picaſure and con= 
tent to our great ccnſolation. Al. 
though this be a moſt certain truth, 
yet few there be that will beleive at, 
we deteſt our yices to day,and xc- 
pzat our fins to morrow, whereof 
we repented before,or worſe, Thus 
do-we play with God, and dally 
wirh our ſalvation : we have no 
ſooner bewailed our finfullneſs,bur 
preſemly AR thole foule enoxmi- 
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ties which we had bewail'd with 
ditter crycs , and lamentations, 
Thus we draw fin as it were with 
a Chaine, of which E/ay com plai- 
neth in theſe words, woe unto them 
# bat draw Iniquity with coards of 
Vexity,and fin ay with Cart-v0pes, 
This is our cuſtome, this our daily 
praRtiſe, to heap fin upon fin, and 
Rillto grow worſe and worle. As 
it was Gd of Antiocbus Epiphi- 
es, that he was good in his child- 
hood,naught in his youth , but in 
his man-hood, and old age vvorſt 
of all. By theſe degrees, and ſteps, 
do vye fink into the bottomlels pit 
of Hells everlaſting torments. For 
vwvhen vve have vviped out the 
Kaines of our moſt grievous fins, 
vvith the ſpung of Repcntance, and 
caſt this poyſon out of our ſoules 
and conſciences by an humble cor.- 
&flion to God [vvhich is called by 
one the ſoules vomit, ] for one 
vveek vve are vvarme, perhaps in 
our devotion, but flag the ſecond, 
and are quite cold the third, Soat 
length Gods holy ſpirit deſerting 
us\ 
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us,vve fall againe into the grave of 
our fins and;vices. And in fo do- 
ing vve reſemble the Moone , each 
month,eack vveeke, nay every day 
yve are decreafing or increafin 
vye are Cither at the full or in the 
vvane, never ata ſtand, but alvvays 
changing, Ewuripus that ebbs and 
floyves fo oft in 24. houres, is not 
ſo floating and uncertaine as vve 
are in our lives. Hovy oft, and 
hovy many of us do change intq 
the yvild from good Olives ? O 
the volubillicy , and inconſtincy 
of mortafl mea , uncertaine as for- 
tune the feigned deity of the hea-- 
then , which when it once ceaſed to 
be good.grew by degrees,to be [ as 
they coterv'd ] Rark naught. The 
w.ched workes a deceitfull work. 
{ {ayes SalomunJthe vulgar tran{h- 
tion reads opus inflabiie , an un- 
itable and unſettled work, intima=- 
ting the wickeds inconſtancy 1g 
their doings. But ihe way of tbe 
righteous fhineth as the tight that 
encreaſeth, and ſhineth more and 
more wnto @-perfeft day, Aud 
God 3 
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Gods ele& Children who are pre- 
deſtinate to ſalvation, do ſo turne 
from their ſins by 'hatred and dif- I 
daine, that they never returne to | ; 
them againe. They think it not 
fafe fo to ſport with the great God, 
35 to [ament their fins paſt ro day, 
and commit the ſame ; which they 
bewail'd,to morrow. They nevet 
forget the frownes of an offended 
God, and never but with fighcs re- 
member the great offence which he F 
pardon'd. Knd for this cauſe they 
are in Gods. ſpeciall fayour and 
grace, who in mercie forgets that he 
was offended by us, if with griefe of 
heart, we remember that we have 
offended him , and ſo ſhun anda.. 
yoid all ſfiz,for the time tocome, 
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['S 
A propenhty of thewillco 
Good , fet out by an Anchor 
with theſe words of the 
j Plalmilſt, 
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PSAL, 119, 
F 
I bave exclix'd my heart to keepey 
thy teftivzonyes , even to they , 
exd. 


"THis propenſity of the will to 
gobd , then exerts and ſhewes 
t: ſelte when a man is fully refolved, 
and firmely purpoſes in his toule, 
not to offend God by committing 
any greivous fin, although for his 
re{olution,hs be forced to luſe alt 
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his goods and his life, before which 
he preferrs obedience to Gods 


. Commandements, 1 bave ſwarne 


and am ſtedfaſily purpoſed to keep 
thy vighteous Indgements, This 
vvas holy Davids, and this is a 
good mans purpaſe, Ludevic us 
Graxatenſis determinatly fayes 
thus. © It is a certaine ftigne of 
© reprobation , vvhen a man linnes 
* vvith facilfiry , vvithour any ſenſe 
© of his danger, vvithout any re- 
* morſe of conſcicace or grief , that 
© he has diſpleaſ'd his gracious God, 

That man is vvicked in an high 
degree , yyho does not ſexiou 
delixe to vvill that is good, To 
YYill to be good is a great part of 
goodnels. He that has this vvill, 
has made a good entrance into 
Religion. 

Thoſe that are predeſtiante to 
Heaven and happineſs , as they ne- 
ver will any thing that is evill, So 
chey vvill aly that vyhich Gud 
almighty vvilleth. Every houre , 
nay every moment they cry Out 
with Saing Faat. Lord, what wilt 
52 tIbo# 
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thou have me to do, There is not 
iny thing that I will refuſe to fuffer 
for thee, I will not eſteeme any 
thing too bitter, too ſharp, or hard, 
nothing too difficult and unſuffc- 
rable, ſo long as I may advance 
thy Glory ; I will overcome and 
maſter all by enduring and ſuffc- 
ring whilſt I have God for my de- 
fender and guid : and what I can- 
not obtaine by force and might , 
that I ſhall accompliſh , and get by 
my earneſt delires and prayers. 
Whither my feet cannot carry mee, 
thicher ſhall my thoughts fice, And 
as the Marigold to the Sun , (o to 


thee, O my God, will I turne , by Pla. 


ſubjeRing alwayes my will to thine, 
In the volame of the boog, it ;s 
written of mee , that I ſhould do 
thy wilt, © my God: Thylaw TI 
have placed within my heart , it is 
ſettled in my memory , fixed in 
my underſtanding, and planted in 
my will, 

St. Bernard being ever molt rea- 
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dy and prompt to obey Gods vvill, Ser. 3.de 
layes in a certainePlacez I a poore qua,ded. 
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and miſerable man have but one 
mite, that is my wilizand ſhall not I 
devote it to his will, give that to 
him , Who by giving himſfelfe for 
me , reſtored me to my ſelfe who 
was loſt? It is juſt and meete that 
the divine wil ſhould be the rule & 
Anchor by which our wils ought to 
be regulated and fixed. Excellent 
is that ſaying of Epidfetus an hea 
© then man. 1 have(ſayes heY(o fra- 
* med my will that in all things it 
© is conformable to the wil of God, 
©Is it his will to ſcorch mee wit!: a 
burning feayer ? I preſently ſub- 
mitt, and ſay, ſo will 1; would he 
* have mc attempt any difhculty ? 
fI wil. would he have me enjoy the 
goods of this world?I wil.Not en. 
Joy them bur to be poore. I will. 
Is it his will I ſhould die ? I will. 
* And (ceing now my will is chan- 
Tged into Gods, ſo that what he 
© wills, I will,no man may will or 
© kinder me from doing that vvhich * 
© is Good, Ohl hovy may this 
brave ſpirit in an heathen pur us to 
the bly} ? yyhat a ſhame is it fot 
is 
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Goſpel not to diſcerne thoſe things 
which are ſeene by thoſe who were 
w_—__y_ up in the darke night ot 
bli indneſs and Ignorance. Let us 
then as we out{trip them in know- 
ledge , ſv exceed them in Devotion 
and ay, Thy will be done, 1 hine 
O onr God, thine ( not ours ) be 
done by us in earth as 1! 15 in hea- 
ven. wherefore arme your [clves, 
axd be valiant min , and be ready 
to fight againſt the Nation; ( your 
fins and vices)and encourage your 
ſelves in the fight , and in It your 
iſtrefſes , with the words of lades 
to his breth:en, As the will of 
God ts in heaven (0 be it. The 
Towne-clock or rhat which be- 

10ngs tothe Churc! is a P: reiden 
for all the reſt in the Towne to go 

by, by it they ſet. And why 
ſnould no* the Wu; of men, like fo 
many little Clocks ks, MQVC Accor- 
ding to the direRioa of tnat great 
one in NCaVen ? Why ſhould they 
not follow on'y the- will of Gud ? 
It is beyond all thor ht and &x- 
prefſion,It cannot bc fl or Ima- 
M ding 
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gin'd how pleaſing and gratefull 4 
thing it is to God Almighty when 
a man renounces his owne will.and 
makes Gods will the rule of all his 
Actions. 7 have found ( ayes 
God) David the Son of leſſe, a 
man af. er mine owne beart, why 
will do all things that I will, I: 
ſeemes by this Text that God had 
been long a ſeeking, and that now 
he ſecks'to find a man of that will 
and affetion who only loves hat 
which God likes, and wills and 
nills that which God willeth and 
forbiddeth. Having found ſuch 
a man; God is. much delighted and 
pleaſed with him,and expreſles his 
Joy in that joyfull exclamation,oh, 
I have found a man, After my 
long ſearch, I havea man which 


will do all __ will and Þ: 


command. And hence it was that 
Chrtft the only begotten Son of 
God ſubjeted his whole will to 
his Fathers, for ſo he ſayes of him- 
ſelfe. I came down from heaven, 
not to dy mie owne will, but the 
will of bim that ſent mee. That 

man 
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man is farre from ordering and 
(quaring his life & Adions by the 
rule of Gods will revealed in his 
word who will neither come when 
God calls, nox obey when he com- 
mands. 

A wiſe man feareth and dt- 
paits from cvill , but a foole goes 
02,444 ts confident, .He eates and 
wipes his mouth and then ſaith1 
bave aone ns evil, He that 
is thus deſperatly perverſe and foo- 
liſh, hath pawned his ſoule to the 
-Devill and yet laughs & is merry, 
he has [oft heaven , and is not ſen- 
hble of his miſery , he ſpends his 
dayes in a wanton jollity, as if he 
nad Jolt nothing. Thus like a 
fool that is going ro the Stocks 

r houſe of Corredtion, he playes 
and ſports while he is poſting ro 
damnation. 

Bur on the contrary thoſe that arc 
deſtin'd ro erernall glory,have thci: 
minds ſo confirmed and eftabli}'4 
in good and the love of it,thar rhey 
dread even the very thevvy of evil, 
and the ſhadovy of fin. Thar 
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vyhick diſpleaſeth Gd ſhall in no 
vviſe pleaſe them, The bent of 
their ſoules is fo carcied to that 
vyhich is pleating to him , that they 
neither thigk nor ſpzak of any 
thing elſe, Ir is the ſubjeR of thei 
diſcourſe, an4 obje& of thei: 
ghoughts , and though they dil- 
leaſe all men by their performance 
of any good duty, they vvill do it {o 
long as they be certaine and ſure 
it is plealing to God, And vvith 
out all doubt their vvills are lo 
enflam'd vvith divine love , that 
they can upon better grounds cry 
Out vvith Epidtetas. © My God,my 
C love, be it farce from mee nat to 
© yvill that, that thou vvilleR,or to 
© nill that vrhich thou vvouldelt 
© not have me to doe, Thy will is 
* my will nay my will is a» more 
mince, but no# begins to be taine, 
© and therefore thy will is nowts 
©be followed, b2caule it has begun 
© to be min2, It is my duty to will 
* that which thou willeft , an4O 
© my God IT do will ir. pyiſt chou 
C haye me ſic? I will, or pw 
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wil. AﬀiQed with tcrmenting 
Paine and gricfe ? 1 will. Or loa- 


| * Je with Injuries and contumeli- 


* Cuis ipecches? This alſo O Lord 
*l:m willing to Þcare. Is i tl.y 
*Y.i11 I (ſhould be contcmned and 
* dcſpited ? This too willingly I'te 
(uftcr,although this is greivous to 
Cc £ j ,O x by , ' 
f1k aud- blecd, Wilt thou have 
' me /eju like a Coirage in a Gan 


* den of Cues bers, deititute cf all 


* kilps and c: mforrs ? In this like- 
* wite I vvill (rbicribe to thy good 
* vill and pleaſure , for I knovy 
that I am in the hands of a mer- 
*ciful and indulgent F:thcr , wilt 
f t}.cu haye me {uffer the pangs of a 
* troubled mind, vyhich are to the 
yvicked the previcus fiathes of 
' Ficll rorments? Theſe deare God 
eyvill -T endure paticntly , and 
tyvculd undergce this burthen 
' cheerefully even till the day of 
© Judgement, if thon Lord do'ft 
* think it fit and convenient for me. 
*1viit thou have me fpoil'd and 
© bereav'd cf thoſe things I love 
* next vnto thee ? my Gog-T con- 
M 3 teſs 
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tels it is 22) hard task to relinquiſh 
* in our afteEicns , and to ſuftaine 
© the lofs cf thoſe hings on vvhich 
* vve have ſet our hearts, yet cvcn 
* this 1 vvill endure , becauſe it is 
"thy vvil I ſhould ſuffer, Wit 
© theu have me die ? All dificuitics 
© we know ftrike ſaile and ſtocp to 
* this,at which Naturc ſhrinks, yet 
I rcfuſe not to die an hundred 
© deaths on this condition , that I 
© may breath out my laſt breath in 
« the armes ct thy divine will , and 
be compaſicd with the ambraces 
* of thy mercy. Wilt thou have 
© me die before my time, before the 
* thread of life be ſpun out? I his I 
* will t00 , though nature be not 
willing to it ? Wilt thou have me 
© g0t0 'Heave n and ſhake off the 
© fetters WIEN _— yyherovvit h ] 
© am clogvrd , « held fait in af 
© |]; Egg d.1 vill O my Lerd , ] 
$ will. Wiltthen fendans r9 ke} 
© Altoood Icſus | that thon ſhows 
e J-1t will t1:is-I have deſcrved ir by 
* mmy wicked deeds whereby 1 oe 
© vid the Devil y ith that v. iliinc- 
1&1 
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nels , as ifyl had a will to go to his 
"Place , but O my ſweer Ieſu !- 
' when thou did'ſt thed tl 1y-moſt 

* precious blood for me , thou 
'pl2inly thew@'ft that thou werr un- 
' willing 1 ſhould be ſentenc'd to 
* that place of rorments , and by 
* yerens of thy merit, my nature 
* was fanCified, my vvill changed, 

* But if it were fo(as indeed it Lo 
*nor be\thart I mult chooſe one of 
p: two cither to be happy that thy 
{ juſt will ſhould be fruſtrated, or 
RD thar it might be execured 
"ar fullfl'd., I proclaime and 
* PFONOUR.CE to the praiſe of thy 
* Juſtice, that | it were Hhetrer for mc 
| £0 be damned, that ſo thy will, o 
God, may be in me ratihed. But 

o eternall goodn<ls , 1 know & 
"am perſwadcd that chou willeſt 
ot my death, becauſe thou there 
for vvould' it have thy Son die 
' pon the Croſs that I mizht nat 


I 
0 dye an cternall death wh ich 32 


it by | 


we 
1NC- 
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'perps 2ruall baniſhment from thee 
he fountaine of all bliſs ; Wherc= 
tore I. bcfcecch thee deare Father 
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: ' By the merits of the bitter death of 

© thy Son, preſcrye me from the 
* bands of cternall death, Behold 

© the wouncs , bchoſd that blood , 
5 that precious blood which was 
©fhed for me, and by which thy 
© Ivittce was fatiched + who 

* would i not {pare thy Son that 
©I thy por roſervant mignt be re- 
© deem'd from defttuQtion. O 
© King iomnworall and cf eternall 
C olory, dc With me novy what 
Y thi (0 ae aleſt , and fo ſanince my 

© yvilttha it jay yeeld it CIfe ro 
; be QOV.IN 'dby hio in all c 1NvS, 
© The Iihies cf ty Wil forall be 
© {wect and plrainntro me, Vhat- 
© ſoeycr thuu willefk , moſt gfadly 
©will I doe. My heart is ready 0 
Gox , my bearit 15 reaay. Such 
ſervants, the great Lord « f heaven 
docs love who obſcrve their Mz- 
ſers nod with ſo vigilant an cye, 
rat the will of rheir Lords 
their Law and rule , by which 
their lives and A &icns are regu 
lared,who like wif c can with cheer 
fullacis fay, It is the Loid , (0 
hip 
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118 co what be pleaſes: There 
is nothing better then to feare 
God, nothing ſweeter then to take 
heed to the Commandements of 
the Lord, God delights in thoſe 
krvants who oblerve his pre- 
ccpts , and kcepe his commands 
with all care and diligence, Who 
«re ready at his beck to obey, aud 
bow when he wou 6 hive them 
Pendz3 who likewiſe hough moſt 
aAlicted can 11 one « day cheerc- 
tally , even a thouſand and more 
t!16s cry and iay with heart and 
\oyce, God's will be done , and. 


Eccl.: 


lct FR m doe wh alſoer er be plea- - 


ſes. Thus whatſoever theſe good 
men will, God wills rhe fame.for 
= mett conlitantly and refc- 

ely will not that , which they 
know God wiils nor. but hate and 

ebhorre it, By this means {us 
holy minded men cbtaine whar 
ever they delire , becauſe they de-. 
{ire nothing elſc but this that they 
may conferme themſ{clves wholly 
and onely to Gods good will and 
pleaſure. & hey know how true 
M 3 : «at 
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that.is which St, Hiereme once 
faid when he writ to Paorla cons 
ccrning the death of Ble/t{la.God 
15g60d, aud all that a go d Gud 
Aoth muſl needs be good, Neuhet 
doe men who are well minded, 
who have gocd and holy wills,ac- 
count any thi ing cvill which comes 
from a; good God. Arc they in 
nealth ? hey give thanks for 
this to their maker. Are they rich? 
evcn in this they acknowledge the 
vvill of their Lord , and praiſe 
their loving Father. 

Are they bercay'd of their 
deare friends by death ? I hey 
{ment and bewaile their los , 
but becauſe they know this to be 

the good pleaſure of their Lora, 
they -Gaikaine and ſuffer it with a 
joyfull mind and are contented, 
Is their oncly - fon, taken from 
them? This is hard but to be cn 
durcd , becauſe he is taken my 

by that God, from whom he wa 
ſent or rather lent, Does poverty 
(which is a fore burden) lye hard 
upon them ; or ſicknets which is 
hcavicr 
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heavier then that ? does contume=- 
ly or contempt , affict rhcir pa=- 
tient ſoules ? doc whole troepes 
_—_ provoke their ſpirits ? 
for all this, and in theſe grear ex=- 
tremities chey ſuffer no other ſpce= 
ches to fall from their Tongues 
but this ,, what the Lord haib 
pleaſed 'fo bath he done , andit 
is well done God be praz{ed;God 
be Blefled for it. With ſuch fan- 
ited and reformed wills ever 
ſubjected ro Gods, the rightcous 
are ſettled and Rtaicd as it were 
with an Anchor, in the mid'|t of 
many Tempelts , Stormes, and 
Changes, which ſhake the minds 
of thote that arc not built upon 
Chriit, who iSA ſtrong foundart- 
on. Burt the godly rel Jing upon 
Chritt, his. allſufficient merits, 
and throwing themſelves upon 
God by an entire ſubje&ion to 
tis yvyerd,by ſuflcring vvhat he 
vvills , and doing ”eehat he 
commands, ſtanding in this hc- 
ly poſture 'of their foules , they 
expeRt their Jalt houre, the houre 
ot 
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of their change, and think cyery 
misfortune and calamity ſhort 
and little, that ſhall be ſeconded 
vvith an happy tate and 
condition , which ſhall 
be cternall and nevcr 
| haveend, 
X X 
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SOPPED-d-Þ 
The twelfth frone, 


bp. 

The moderation of cur 
afeRtions ſer out by a 
vycll-tuncd Lute, The 
vyord or motto an- 

ncxed to it. | 


GEN, 3}, 16, 


Thy aefize ſhall be ſubjeft to 
thine Husbaud, and he ſhall 
rule over thee,i.c. The ſenfitive 
appetite ſhall' be ſubje& to 
the command of Reaſon, 


"T"Aey that be Chrifts have ©%.5- 
crucified their flelb with 
ihe vices axd luſts thcreef : So 
ayes St. Paul, Elegantly Saint 
Fern. commenting upon Chriſts 
words inviting us to come unt& 
him, He that will come aſter 
we 
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212 , let bijn deny bimſelſe. Tr is 
{aycs hee, as if Chriſt had ſaid, 
* He that dehires to enjo 

© mee let him deſpiſe himſelte, 
© and he that would do my will , 
© mult lcarn to forſake and break 
© kis owne. We may be wearicd 
© inthe fight , bur after victory we 
©ſhall be crown'd. . And this is 
the way to gaine life to die daily 
to our ſelves , and to mortifie our 
aftefions ; where and in whom 
they live g there reaſon is dead, 


Ph. 119, And thercfore holy David prai'd 


thus unto the Lord. Open wine 
e3es that 1 may (ee the wondrous 
things of thy law. As if he ſhould 
have ſaid ; I know © Lord thar 
in thy law are hid and contcined 
great and ſublime myſteries, but I 
am a poore finfull man , cumbred 


and preſſed vvith the burthen of 


my fleſh : ſubje& tro divers afic- 
ftions and luſts, ueirher am I Ty- 
norant how great is their power 
and ſtrength: they- moleit my 
thoughts, and blind my under- 
ſtanding, Doe thou therefore of 
| thy 
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' . 
thy goodneſs open my eyes, and 
ditpell the miſt cf error which is 
ſpread in my ſoule by meanes of 
my affc&tions. Concerning thele 
raging paſſions , Seneca layes nor 
amis, * Ir is far more eaſy ro top 
* their beginnings, then ro maſter 
for rule their violence , for as the 
* body that is caſt down head- 
* long from an” high Tovver has 
*no command ot it ſelfe , nor 
©power to reliſt , or ftay its (clfe 
* before it falls to the ground : C- 
*ven ſo the mind if it has thrown 
* it ſelfe upon any baſe paſſion , if 
© it hych yeelded it ſelte caprive to 
© any untamed aftetion,as of An- 
* ger, Love , Hatred or the like, 
* will not cah]y repreſs its unruli- 
"neſs, nor hinder its force but 
hall be hurried bythe precipitate 
humor of that aftction, even io 
* commit the fonleit fins ro which 
* his nature is prone, It is the ſa- 
© felt way therefore to prevent the 
beginning of any paſſion , to kill 
it in the bud,and to Rifle it in the 
Cradle before it gers ſtrength and 
growth- 
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grovvth,, As an enemy is t9 be 
driven our of the borders of the 
City,tor yvhen he has gotren vvith, 
inthe gates, or come vvithin the 
Walls he vvil ſhevy little mercy to 
the captive Citizens. He 14a 1s 
flow iv Auger , 15 beter then! he 
a ſrreagman , & be tharrrlc'! 
lus mind.zs beter theaahe that win. 
neth a City. Bleſſed are the peacc- 
makers ilayes St. Aug, © Thoſe 
* thar make peace in themſelves, 
thoſe that compoſe the tumwules, 
E and itirrs that ariſc in their ovvn 
'breſts, and ſxbz<R them to the 
©ommand cf Reaſon. Blefled arc 
(they who tame the Inſts of the 
© fleſh by prayer and abſtinence, fo 
©hat they become the kingcom cf 
Ged or his hauſe , wherein ail 
*thingsare in order, no confulion 
*o be found,vvherein Reaſon gui- 
*ded and enlightn'd by Gods ſpi- 
*rit has the ſole command, the ſen- 
fſes of the body obeying vvithour 
*any rhe leaſt reluftancy or con- 
*tention, 


c 
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claim'd by a Quire of Angells , 
when Chriſt was born , but it is 
not tro be obtain'd eably but by 
much ſtrife and paine. This was 
preignified by Gods piving his 
law to Moſes With the toud voice 
cf a Irumpct, an inftrument of 
War. | 
A man would ſuppoſe that gentle 
and ſoft muſick had bin fitter for 
this religious work; The Trum- 
pet fits better with the Cainp then 
a Church. Bur to leave oft theſe 
nice expoſtulations and difpures, 
vic wutt know that Gee did this 
t9reach us, that as or life is tt 
warfare, lo we are cal'd by God 
not to fit fti)l at caſe, bur ro fight 
our battel!s a22int our ſintull 
tults, we are cail'd by. bim who 
pave the Law to Mojes, which 
Law wc cannot obſerve and keep, 
unleſs we cppoſe,and fight againſt 
the Law's Enemies., which are our 
lu{ts. None ever ſubdued his flc{] 


by flattering ir,none ever conque-- 


red an enticing Devill, or the {oc- 
thing world, but by reGiting both 
wich 


Ex, 19, | 


T he twelfth S!19%e, 


with thoſe weapons , which God 
preſcribes in his holy Scriptures, 
{trive then we mult , and fight 
with every corrupt afteCtion which 
is adverſc to Gods Law,and (o to 
be efteem'd an enemy. He that 
is only angry with his tus and fa- 
vours his affections, he cus off the 
boughs ot a bad rrce,bur ſpares the 
Roor, & is long as this remaincs', 
the boughs wi! againe (hoo out, 
'Thus Cory commenting upon 
thoſe words of our Saviour, He 
that ladhs upon a woman to luſe 
after ber, bas commited adultery 
with her in his beart , (aycs, that 
Chrilt in this precept forbids nor 
ouly the diſcalc it {clte, bur Itrikes 
ailo at the root of it. The roo: 
of Aduitcry is unchaſt luſt. And 
therefore he does not only con- 
demne Adultery , but concupi- 
{cence likewiſe which is i 
Mother or Nurſe. So he forbids 
not murder alone , but Anger alſo 
which :s oftentimes the ſpawne or 
cauſe of it , or contumclious and 
reproachfull ſpecchkes which occa- 
{100 
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fon many quarrelis, and the ſpil- 
ling of much blood, Anger and 
love are two vicknt affftions 
that admit cf no lawes, but thoſe 
that are ſeycre and ſerious : they 
are not ealily tam'd by gcnti2 and 
imooth precepts. Angc: does not 
like other vices which fullicite by 
flatteriesz it ſnatchcth away cur 
minds, and drives them furicuſly 
into dangers, And although {carce 
any man be tound ſo crual,who 
baving wounded his enemy with a 
{wcrd , defares to bury his hand in 
the xvound and never draw it out; 
yet Anger is ſuch a weapon that 
can hardly be dravvne out when it 
is driven in. Anger is dareing, 
and fzares not to alt any 11 , ane 
hazing delbgn'd a man for d. ſtru- 
ction,ts never pacihs d till it draws 
his hearts blood, An angry man 
is like the firc-{tone which if it be 
trook againſt the flint, ſpirs fire 
tmmediar uy,& is hardiy quench 'd. 
An aitgiy man ſtirtcth wp ſirife , 
and a furious maa abourdcth in 
lranſsrt{541on. So laycs Salomon, 
Anger 
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Anger and wrath are abominable 
things, and the finfull man is ſub- 
ject tothcm both, No plague or 
murraine has-deſtroy'd ſo many 
men as theſe two , Anger, and 
Wrath. Azger flayes the fu! fh 
man, and exvy the man of low 
aigree. 

Therefore my beloved Byctbren, 
let xs not (ayes St. Aug. ) bring 
{o great anevill upon our [elucr, 
as toherhour that which 15 the 
Arſca;e of the /oule,, puts wrt th 
eJe of rea'on , alienates us {10m 
God, makes 11 forget our faml;« 
ar friends, the beginning of wars, 
the Autboy of our calsmities, and 
the werſs of Divelils , who 15 [0 

mutt ihe more robe abhborrd as 
be .s moſt miſecivons, letting al- 
moſt none «cape bis bands, This 
aff.\Fion ( [ayes Seneca) ſets meſl 
mens bearts on fiie , 11 1s eng” 
area as well by hatred as lowe, 
and uo leſs converſant is it with 
our ſerious diſcourſes thin with 
our merry [ports and Tofts,cqually 
it mingles it ſelſe with _—_— 

| | AR 


The twelfth Sigye, 


And itis not (a much to be rc- 
grrded from what cauſe #t pro- 
6:e4s, as into what md it enters. 
A3 it matters not bow great the 
fire 15,out where it lig:s; for dry 
[t:452le or any cbe like com)4Rible 
thing, will take fire at @ park, 
a:d break (orth into a grea? flame. 
N twithftinding all chis, there is 
nothinz fo hard and difficulr 
waich the mind or ſ[piric of mat 
cannIt overcom?2 , and there are 
no af:Rions fo f:irce and un- 
tam'd,which may not be maſtcr'd 
and kept under by the R94 of dil- 
cipline. The miad can eff: any 
thing which it com:aands it (elfe 
to do, Although ch2 work be not 
very eafie to keep Anger within 
its baunds, and with ir to avoyd 
malnzls , raven: nz, crueity , rage 
_ che like paſli 45 which are its 

Attealaars aud Companions,yet 
tn Work has been, and it muſt 
be don? . 

Wit Sexece ayes of Anger, 
my b2 applyed t9 thoſe two "fa- 
mu an1 well knoyya facies 

| Envy 
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Envy and Pride,the ſame too may 
be verified of thoſe two molt im- 
pious Silters La.rury, 2nd Glu!- 
toxy, and of all the whole brood 
and band of other vices. All which 
may be ſubdued by bringing the 
mind to thar ſertled and happy 
tranquillity thatchere may be in 
it a (weet concord and harmony of 
all our delires , not ſwerving from 
the rubrick of Gods commande- 
ments. * Ble/Sed is the man who 
indulges or grants a little liberty 
to his aff:&ions,that he may ſerve 
{in the leſs , and God the more, 
And happy he that nailes, as it 
were, his paſſions to the Croſs, 
that he may place Reaſon in her 
Throne to act the Queen or Mrs, 
over any rebellious paſſion. I hok 

{laves who are confin'd to the 
Oares in Gallies, have ſome re- 
miſſion ( though it be but ſhort) 
from their laborious work : they 
reft ſometimes; but they that ſerve 
their aftetions , they never areat 
quiet, they ar2 ever rack'd and 
cortur'd, and one commotion of 
ther 


= ©, © oÞ 


The twelfth Signe* 


their tumultuous thoughts follows 
upon the neck, and at the heels of 
another : which is fitly expreſs'd 
by the Prophet Hier. You ſhall 
fer ve ſlrange Gods night aud day © 
which ſhall never give you reft. 

Toavoid all theſe miſchicfs and 
tumults in our ſel res, let us follow 


7; 
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that counſaile of Ecclus. Go not C-1- 


after thy luſts. An unruly horſe 
muſt be curb'd with a Bir, but a 
reſty Jado muſt be quickned with 
2 Spurre or Whip, Thus muſk 
we dcale with our affeCtions , 
whereof ſome when they are ſlug- 
oiſh mult be Rir'd up and driven 
forward, others being too violenr, 
muſt be held in and reſtrain'd. 
No man can diſcoyer a greater ha- 
tred to his Soule,then he that loves 
himſelfe with - that eager and hot 
afteRion , that giving the Reines 
to Immoderat te and unlawful plea- 
ſures, he has neither command of 
himſelfe , nor can deny kimſelfe 
thoſe things which he oft deſires ro 
his owne great hurt and prejudice. 
But let ſuch men of unhappy a 
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Ls de Lac: 
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temper and conſtitution , kno# 


what St. Pax! fore-tells ſhall be- 
fal! chem. If ye lrve ſayes be aſter 
the fleſh you ſhall dye, butif 
through the ſpirit ye mortifie the 
deeds of the fleſh , yee ſhall live, 
None beares. greater rule then he 
thar is Lord over himſelfe , that 
can Matter his correptions : nei- 
ther can there be a greater ſlavye- 
ry then to bea ſervant to paſſions, 
nor a greater triumph then tha 
which attends the vitory gow 
ten over our lelves. That man 
hath oyercome his aff:Rions who 


is hot a *ſeryvant to their com 
mands, ©* And heisa ſervant to 
tiem , (layes St. Amb.) who is 
broken with feare , entangled in 
pleaſure, led with vaine delires, 
exalperated with indignation, and 
dejected with griefe, Neither 6 
there any ſervitude or {lzvery mor: 
unbeſeeming the brave ſpirit C 
man,then that which is voluntary, 
a when one ſerves his luſt ,anork 
his Avarice, a third his ambition, 
*© A good man (as St, gug. wh 
nefſe! 
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nth) afchough ke be a ſervant, 


yer is free;z1 wicked man althou: gh 
he ve a King, yet he is a ſave, ha 
viag ſo many Maſtecs as reigning 
ns, Yet there is not more on: 
kind of luſts and deſires then 
r1ere is of countenances amonglt 
mn, W109 agree all in eſſence \ yr 
diffr i in theis ourward ſhap2 and 
frhions : So their affeRioas are 
diverſe;for ſome ace aff:&d with 
£21 5 thing, & others with that,nei- 
ther are WC cqually delighted with 
one How the ſame object, This man 
baraes with luſt , that with the 
love of Gald ; one man is ſtifled 
with envy, another with malice. 
Tt ys man kills himſclfs with 
—_—_ t90 much, another with 
is ſports , a third with Ivleneſs, 
Sovaine are our Imagin: ions, 
t12t no-man thinks he ſhall be de- 
kroy'd by that happinz(s which ke 
has phancied to himſelfz, As it x 
m3n that is drown'd ia Wins 
{12uld be leſs ſuffocated or cho- 
ked, then he that is drown'd in 
waier, To imagine this is vain2, 
| N S2ſ1t 
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Saint Greg. aſſerts truly. © That 
is plealing to a reprobate mind , 
what it deſires with eagernels, bur 
in hel! that which was ſweet here , 
is fall of unpleaſing .bitterneſs ; 
poore wretched man that is delu- 
ded with ſhadowes, whoſe heart is 
ſo over ruled with wanton concu- 
piſcence, that he catches at decei- 
ving waters, which paſs by his 
mouth when he thinks they are ſu- 
reſt. But tell me fond man, what 
felicity is there in [uſt ? St. Amb, 
telis us,it is hotter then a Feaver, 
it enflames more, and finkes men 
into greater danger. The danger 
of it is not lifcover'd till a man 
repents of his madneſs , when the 


eye of his conſcience is opend,then [- 


he bluſhes with an inward bluſh, 
at the ſhamefull filth of his wick- 


edneſs, Then God begins to be 


feared, and the ſinner then d:- 
fires ro conceale his filthineſs, but 
cannot , ( for his deformity lyes 
open in the eyes of God from 
whom no ſecret is hid) now dos 
that wicked wreich ( gall'd witha 
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guilty conſcience ) tremble ar the 
> | tcaretull apprehenfion of Gods 
Iudgement which -is terrible to 
3 | none, but thoſe who in their life, 
? | whilR they went on #n a conſtant 
courſe of lin did negleR and con- 
remne it. Beſide this odious and 
ttaining fin of luſt there is another 
corrupt affetion which bcares 
2 ſway in moſt of us, & that is the 
celire of money,a —_ to all wick- 
{hneſs, This thirſt is (o violent 
ind horthat it is not ſatisfied with: 
caine, but rather encreaſed by it : 
Neither does it lefle torment the 
>” mind when it has oþtain'd what ir 
& jecks, as when it ſecks to obtaine 
Bhat it covetcth. And when other 


_ Ins grow old with Age, this of 
Th overcouſneſſe bloomes , and 
1 o 


bloſlomes,and is then in irs your! 
1 nd vigor , when a man is drop- 
w ping into kis Grave, A gaine ha- 
© Fcd and enyy are two peſtilent dil= 
ales and nor ealily cur'd as other 
fiections unleſs they be ftrangled 
dos a their farſt birth ir their Cra- 
MBs. Bur thoſe men that are ſer- 
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vants to Gluttony and flaves to 
£\1xcir palat, have a froward Mrs, 
witch is by ſo much the more im- 
p2rious, by how much he that has 
eiven up himſelfe to her ſervice is 
more obſervant of her commands, 

And becauſe Luxury is nere of 
kin ro Gluttony , this latter does 
the more hurt tochaſtity, by how 
much the more it is pamper'd 
with delights, And fed with yaric- 
ty of dainty diſhes. 

Shew me the man, andTIwillf « 
commend him as h2 deſerves, who 2 
can glory with old Tobias and fayff i 
Thave keyt my (oule pure from | 
all luſt and concupiſcence. Hel Þ 
that doth this hath tuned his In « 
ftrument into a bleſled harmony 01 
&concord, Saxl ſpared King Agag te 
& only ſhut him up in Priſon,ſeag mM 
(when he ought to have brought tai 
him)to execution, Thus we dob lor 
our Aﬀ:&ions, we uſe them witif| be 
roo much clemency which is diff put 
pleaſing ro God, whereas wg a 
thould excrciſe towards theny Pc 
much cruelty, They axe - by 00 
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faine, and we kill them not, but 
only confine them ro Priſon , 
yvhen vye take care chiefly , not 
that they be extirpatcd, but that 
they break not forth in that open 
rage and violence , vyherewith 
they diſquiet and diſtra& our 
ſoules, hus whilit we forbcare 
to {lay an hidden and cloſe enemy 
we Arme him againſt our {cl yes; 
and by this meanes , that which 
was in the beginning but a ſlip 
and crrour, by ecgrees becomes a 
caitome , which at length growes 
unto a neceſſity, which 15s not caſi- 
ly ſubdued and drought into 
ſubjectionz So by little and little 
being opprefled on all ſides by a 
domeſticke enemy, we cry out in 
our extremity an lay 3 I canuor 


{ here in this particular overcome 


my ſelfe. 1 cannot want thoſe 
things to wiuch I have bcene 
long accuſtom'd , I die if 1 
be b creav'd of this delight, Thus 
ur ſmall errors degenerate jnto 


{ bad and invctcrats manners, and 


becaufe we ſtifle not our aff: tie 


{ ons intheir firit conception , but 
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ſuffer them to ſpring and ſprout , 
at length they grow to a Wood 
and thicket which cannot by any 
Arength or force in us. be rooted 
up, However we mutt not dil» 
paire.but know that cuſtome may 
be weak n'd by another which is 
better , and our Crowne will be 
the mote precious and {ſweet unto 
us,the harder our fight is with our 
{i:ns and infirmitics , and we may 
promiſe to our ſelves the victory, 
it we fight under Gads ſhield; it 
deliring to be conquerors , we 
grapple with our vices, and begge 
of God in our praycrs,to help and 
aſſilt our weakneſs. Let but M-- 
fes ſtrike the waves of the Se2 
with his Rod, God will take carc 
for the reit, and Iſrae!l ſhall pals 
ſafely over, when the <Egyptians 
ſhall be drown'd. The Amorite 
and the Canaanite ſhall be driven 
out of our coaſt, if we do but in- 
ure cur ſelves* to fight and often 
Skirmiſh with out encrmies, Sit 
Iti]l we may not in floath and 
Idleneſs, The life of man wp 


earth is a warfare ſayes lob , It 
nd 
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no man truſt himſelfe , for none 
123 4 mere dangerous and trea- 
chcrous enemy then himſelfe,with 
wacm to make a truce is not very 
ſafe: Neither can it be ſecure for 
us tO iay downe onr weapons and 
ſhut rhem up in our Armories, 
untill we put off onr flcſh and lay 
thar up in our Graves, 

He that has a defire to gct the 
victory over his Adverſaries, mutt 
perpetually watch and fleep in his 
Armes, Saint Cyprian (ayes ex- 
cellently to this purpoſe, © It is 
the greateſt pleaſure to a man to 
*zve overcome his pleaſures, nei- 
*ther can there be a greater and 
"more noble viRory then that 
which we obtaine over our luſts, 
"and affeRions : for he that over= 
"comes his enemy is indeed rhe 
tronger, but this is in reſpc@ of 
© another, but he that overcomes 
his luſt,is ftronger then himſelfe, 
in that he overpowers his owne 
wenknels, 

The Muſitian never leaves 


handling his Jarring ſtrings , un- 
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till he has reduc'd them to an hars 
menious concord. And a man 
predeitin'd 'to ſalvation , never 
ceaſes to alſay the tumults , ana 
reconcile the differences between 
Reaſon and his affcRions, till hc 
compoſe the quarrel! in a religious 
peace; If we may belecve Plato, 
cur body is (as it were ) ari Harp, 
©ur Realon the Harper or Muti- 
"tian, wko now playes upon theſe 
*Itrings, anon upon thote, ſome- 
times it has to Co vvith the eyes, 
(omctimes with the Tongue , in 
*propoling certaine Lawes and 
©*preſcriptions to both,now ir ſRops 
the earcs,then it biads the hands, 
and is ſtill empieyed in mana- 
ing and ordering the ſenſcs; 
£ometimes an aftefion of Lux- 
Eury begins to riſfe,this is preſent- 
*y ſupprefl'd by cafting upon it 
che bridle of Chaſtity. Ar other 
F&imes an affeQion of impatiency, 
© does {tart up and {well like a bli- 
Cter or bile ; Reaſon lets not this 

*alone,but launces it,and ſets out 

«hc corruption, Saint Payl was 

a 
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a Skillfull Muſitian as appeares 
by that confcſlton of his. 1 chg= 
fiiſe my body and bring it into 
{ſubjeffion, And thus Gods cle& 
ones are principally employcd in 
tuning their Inſtruments, in win- 
ding up or letting down the pins. 
Now they ſtrive with their Anger 
then reprehend Envy , now they 
{tir up and awaken their drowſi- 
nefle,by and by they bridle their 
Laughter and wanronncſle, and it 
pricte be predominant, they mi- 
tigare it with lenitives, with the 
comforts that do ſpring and ariſe 
from Gods promiſcs.and the con- 
1deration of his providence.With 
the forenam'd and like ftrings of 
»2alon, Reaſon like a good Ar- 
tilt is ever bulied, remitting (ome, 
and intending others, till all at 
length they become harmonious , 
free from debate and diflention, 
hoſe that are mark'd for bcaven., 
Gods choſen people never give 
way to their looſe atteQions, 2 hey 
are the greateit Admirers of c- 
ther mens yertues , and the har- 
Eo Ng. es 


275 


1 Cor.g, 


The twelfth $ ine. 


deſt Cenſurers of their owne inhir- 
mitices , and eyer ſhew the lealt 
pity to themſelves 3 for ifupena 
privy ſearch and enquiry into 
their owne boſomes they find any 
unlawfull deſire or any luſt, that 
dominecrs in their breſts, they 
preſently ſentence it to death and 
Crucifie ic : This therefore is a 
figne that we are predeſtin'd ro 
etcrnall life,if we crucihe the fleſh 
with its imbred vices and luits. 
"They that do this belong to 
Chrik, 
To whom with the Father 

and the Holy Ghoſts bc 
aſcribed, as is molt duz,all 

Glory and Honour from 

this time forth and for e- 
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APPENDIX 


} To the twelve Signes of 
 PREDESTIN ATION; 


bs Concerning the paucity or 
M ſmall number of thoſe 
bc that are predeſti- 
_ nated ro fal- 
vation. 


—_ i. 


Me th 


NY Aint BERNARD 
1 KH (hall pur an end to the & 
dA 'J er.2.18 
| Pl PN] former diſcourſe , who 6 & p aſe! 
SKY ſayes,the Lord knowes | 
£ . 
. Who are his,and he only knowcs, 
whom he hath choſen from the 
' beginning of the World, Bur 
* what man is there that knoweth 
" whether he deſerves Love or ha- 
*tred ? Therefore if it be certaine 
} | *thatamanin regard of. his daily 
- | infirmities- cannot be alwayes 
| _ cexrrain® 
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© certaine of his Salvation , who 
© then will not be much delighted 
© when one ſhall offer to his con!t- 
© deration the fignes of Election ? 
And what reſt can our Spirits find 
in themſelves untill we have got- 
ren ſome ſure teltimonies that we 
are predeſtinated to ctcrnall joyes? 
Faithfull and true is the word, 
moit worthy of all acceptation, 
which commends unto us infu- 
lible teſtimonies and pledges of 
our ſalvation, In this word indced 
there is miniſtred comfort to the 
Elc&,and all manner of excuſe is 
taken from the reprobate 3 bot 
when the ſignes and markes of our 
predeſtination are diſcovered, he 


convinced, that he diſregards the 
Rare of his Soule, and makes nc- 
thing of Heaven , the Land of the 
living. By right ſuch a man ought 
ro blame none but himſclfe who 


will not underſtand nor be ſayed, 
God has not by a blind Chance 
predeſtined theſe to Heaven, and 
thoſe to Hell, knowne unto thc 
*h e-41 Loxe 


* deeds tacy would deſerve death , 
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Lord are his workes from the be- 
inning of the world, And P7oſ- | 

> ſaies , That good men are not AQ. 5 

neceſlicated to periſh, becauſe they 7 oſp.Reſp 

are not predeſtinated,but therefore 3-44 Ob- 

not predeſtinated to life, becaule / ech.Gats 

God foreſaw that by their wicked 


St. Auguſe.conſents with Pr ofper Li.1, ad 
in this ; God faies he, did- not fmplic, 
hate Eſla# as a man, but as a man 
full of fin or as a netorious Sin- 
ner, For God hates nothing in 
man but fin; he faies alſo in ano- 
ther place thus, It is fin alone that 
obſtructs our way and ſtops our 
paſſage to Heaven : We all haſten 
and poſt to one end or marke,and 
there be divers paths and maine 
wayes in which we moyec and ran 
to that end , and many periſh in 
their race. The way that leads to 
life is narrow and thorny : The 
way of perdition is fpred 
with Roſes, foft aud cali, it is a 
deſcent into pleaſant valleyes, 
whereas the other is climbing up 
of high and rugged Mountaines. 
| | 'Imb 
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Truth it ſelfe, or Chriſt who is the 
truth calls unto- us in the word, he 
exhorts and admonilhes us to en- 
ter in at the ſtraite Gate, for broad 
is the gate, and wide. is the way 
that leades to perdition,and many 
there be who cnter in it,but ſtrait 
is the Gate,and narrow is. the way 
which leads to life , and few there 
be that find it. In another place 
he docs adviſe us to the ſame pur- 
pale, Strive to enter in at the fait 
Gate, for I ſay unto you that ma- 
ny ſhall ſtrive to enter in and ſhall 
not, Iruly the way is narrow 
that leads to happinels , it is ſo 
narrow that but one can go in it, 
and that withont a companien. 
For every one of us ſhall give an 
accompt to God for himlclfe, 
And every one thaſl beare his 
owne burthen; every man ſhall be 
rewarded according to his owne' 
workes, I his overthrowes that ab- 
ſurd opinion of the Papifts con- 
cerning workes of Supererogation, 
Againe our Saviour even figh- 
ing uttered theſe words, Many 
are 
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ere called , but few are thoſen. 
1his one ſmall word, Few as if 
ic werea terrible clap of 4 hunder, 
has rouſed a great part of the world 
trom the Lethargie or dead ſleep 
oi-ſecurity, It has driven ſome 
out of populous Cities into Dens 
and Wildernefſes : and how ma» 
ny hundred thouſand Martyrs has 
it forced by a fecret violenceto 
expoſe themſelves to the furie of 
Tormentors , whereby they were 
calt into Priſons,put upon racks, 
burnt at Stakes,hang'd upon Gib- 
bets, and devoured by beaſts? 
Their only voice was this,Yefeare 
not to ae but accompt death eaſy, 
ſo long as we hope ts be glorified 
with the Few Ele, Let the ſword 
rage and Arowne it /clfe in our 
bloudwe weigh it nat ſo long as 
we may be nambred among the 
Eleft,who are few 12 number, but 
for ever bleſſed. And which of 
them durſt not ſay ? If F alone 
could be hanged upon an hun- 
dred Gibbers , 1 would got re- 
OE ET --S > owls Ls 


Signes of Predeftination, 


fuſe this fhamefull torment , If I 
could lay down an hundred necks 
upon the block , and ſubject them 
tothe Hatchet, I would not ſub- 
trat or withdraw one; Todie 
an hundred deaths would be a 
paſtime to me,T ſhould eſteeme of 
my torments .as Recreations and 
ſports,ſo long as I may be admit- 
ted into the tociety of thoſe Few 
which thall raigne with Chritt in 
everlaſting glory, From this 
ſpring did ifJue that generous and 
. brave exclamation of Ignaiins, 
let Fire and the Croſs,wild beaſts 
ana ali the tormeuts that the Dc- 
vill can ixveet,come and ſurpriſe 
me; ſo long as 1 may enjoy Chrif.. 
This little word Few utter'd by 
Chriits owne mouth, has filled 
many with that horrour and a- 
mazement, that though they. were 
men of moſt impure lives, yer lea- 
ving the pleaſant Meadows of lux- 
urieand voluptiouſneſs they ſhut 
themſelves into the houſe of mour. 
ning aud ſadneſs : thinking it 
verter to be ſaved with a few, then 
£9 
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+2 periſh with many. It doth not 
leflen our paine to periſh with a 
multitude, This Pauciry cf thoſe 
thar ſhall be ſaved was in all ages 
propoſed for a caution unto us, 
Concerning this even Noe a Prea- 
cher of righteouſneſs (ſo he is cal- 
led by the Apoſtle Peter ) prea- 
ched an hundred yeares before the 
Flood, but all or moſt of them þe= 
ing obſtinate in their wickedneſs, 
out of that great & infinite num- 
ver of men only cight perſons 
were ſaved in that weoden Priſon 
or ſhip. ( call it which you will) 
the Ark: And amongſt thoſe 
Few there was a Cham who was 
wicked. For as Roſes grow not 
without Prickles and Thornes, ſo 
the ungodly are ever mingled in 
the ſocietic of Gods Saints. And 
if God being about to everthrow 
Sodom, would upon Abrahams 
requeſt have ils that land, if he 
had found bur ten righteous men 
in it, which could not be found , 
we mult conclude that honeſty 
and yertue there was very ſcarce. 
MIR I here 
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Gen. 19. 


' Signes of Preaeftination, 
Therefore the Angells charged 


Lot to make haſt out of it '.4: he 
might be ſaved. Thus owt ct the 
great flame in waich the two :t:oſt 
fouriſhing C ities of Sadome 2nd 
Gomorrah were conſumed , cnly 
three eſcaped.and to this day the 
Signes of Gods wrath are exta 


in the places where thoſe Citirs 


Rood, Bur we have another ſtory 
in holy writ , which clearcly dc- 
monſratcs the paucity or tewnels 
of thoſe that ſhall be fayed, 

When Moſes led out of egypt 
fix hundred - theuſand men 
on foot, beſides Women and 
Children , a promiſcuous multi» 
tude allo following the Campe , 
only two out of ſogreat a nnmbet 
came into the fruitfull land of 
Canaarzto the reſt the wilderncſs 
was a capacious Grave, in which 
as ina Common . burying place 
for the dead , many thouſand of 
the Iſraelites were interred, 

But that /Fgyptian Tyrant who 
purſued them with a blocdy furic, 
intending to ſtay their journey, 
was 
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was with his whole Armie by- 
ricd in the womb of the red 
Sea. Behold how many thouſand 
ſoulcs are here ſwallowed up by the 
devouring waves ! Who will not 
feare thee O King of Nations ? 
When the Children of Lſracl! had 
corrupted themſelves in worſhip- 
pinga Calfe which they ſet up 
contrary to Gods Commande- 
ments, Moſes being full of 
wrath and griefe proclatmed, He 
"that is for the Lord,ſet him joyne 
*imſelfe ro me, and inthatthere 
were ſlainc three and twenty thou- 
ſand men, A great {laughter it 
was and only cauſed by that gol- 
den Idol which they worſhipped, 


ſuch and fo great is one fin(cſpeci- 


ally that of Idolatry ) in Gods c- 
iteem, When Joeſbza had over- 
thrown the Ciry of Izzicho by 
compaſhng it ſeaven times , and 
cauſing the people to make a great 
ſhout againit it, whatſoever was in 
it both of men and beaſts , all pe- 
riſhed and were deſtroyed by fire 
and ſword, and at laſt the City ir 
(e]fc 
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ſelfe was turn'*d to aſhes,and utter- 
ly conſumed , only ene jouſe 
(which was-Rahabs)being j:eſcr- 

When Gede on prep ared War a- 

gainit the Midiamres, cut of rhir- 
ty thouſand Souldiers ,/ three hun= 
dared only were choſen for that 
fight,the reKt being rcjeaed, God 
meaſures not his people by their 
number but by rheir vertue and 
goodnefs, it is not a multitude of 
men,but good men that are plea= 
fing to him, Neither is the way to 
deltrudion very long, it is run 0- 
ver in abreath , by one deadly fin 
we become guilty of high Treaſon 
againſt his divine Majeſty , and 
deſerve the etcrnall flames of Hel, 
Thus for one libidinous aR, forty 
thonſand of the Hebrews and fifty 
thouſand and fix hundred Benj«- 
mit's were put to death and flain 
by the ſword, 

How many thouſands of the 
Betbſhamit*s but for looking into 
the Arke out of a wanton curic- 
lity were flaine with a great 

| ſlaughtes? 
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{!zughter ? we read v. 19, that 
there were flaine fifty thouſand, 
threeſcore and ten men, This 
ſcarcity of the Predeſtinate or 
thoſe that are EleR is no lels evi- 
dently ſet out unto us in the (e- 
cond of Samue!, where we read , 
that when Av/o!92 rebelled againſt 
his Father, and had raylſed a great 
Army againſt him , a Meſſenger 
ran to King Dav;e and cold him, 
that all Iſrael] followed after AG- 
folon and clave unto him with one 
heart,and with one joynt conſent, 
And wben Sheba had Rtirred up 2 
furious multitude againſt his 
King,immediatly after this there 
cane another report to Davids 
cares, That ail Iſracll was divided 
from David,and joynd to Sheba, 
Look intro the world with a ſtrict 
obſcryation,and you will find and 
ſee now the very ſame thing. 
Chriſt our Lord and King has 
ſhewed us a way to Heaven, a way 
be-ſprinckled with blood & ſigned 
with the foot-{teps of his b itrer 
paſſion, his Head is covered wits: 
2 
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a Cro wne of Thornes , and if we 
look upon him with the eye of 
meditation,we may ſee him carry- 
ing kis reproachfull C roſs upon his 
innocent ſhoulders which did net 
become ſuch a burthen , laid upon 


him for our fins, let us conhder 


too his wan and pale countenance, 
his ſad and mournfull eyes, ſwim- 
ming in teares mingled with blood 
thus attired 3 and in this ſorrow- 
full habir , he aſcended to-Mount 
Caluarie , exhorting us tofollow 
his example ; and to beare tlic 
Croſs with paticnce and humility, 
But alas how few are his followers, 
how few are there amongſt us 
who do take up his Croſs, and by 
a Chearſull ſuffering of affliftion, 
conforme themſelves to the ex- 
ample of his meckneſs > The 
whole World lycth in fin and 
wickednelle : moſt men follow 
with their whole heart not Sheba , 
but Satay, There be but a few 
that go up to Golgatha with 
Chrift. To this which has beene 
ſaid(to prove the ſmall number of 

| the 
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the predeſtinate)) we may add that 
which we find recorded in the ſe- 
coud of Samuel! concerning Ba- 
vid when he had numbred the 
people, God was fo diſpleaſed 
wich him , that he' flew-by the 
plague and peltilence ſeventy 
thouſand men. ' And indeed all 
theſe ſad paſſages were ſhadows 
of future things , and as it were a 
prologue aud Exardium of that 


heavenly Sermon wherein Cirilt 
declared the paucity or fewnelle of 
thoſe that ſhall be ſaved. Now 
take 2 Survey of the Jewes, recko- 
ning from Abraham to the laſt 
day of 'the World , and you will 
ally perceive that the hundred 
forty and foure thouland which 
are mentioned in the -Apocalyps 
wil be ſcarce the thoulandch part of 
all the Tewes that might be num- 
bred, So that we may conclude 
upon this grounJ that one Iew a= 
mng a thouſznd ihall not be ſa» 
v:d. And what is affirm'd of the 


Hebrewes may be alſo aflerted 
propoxtionably of all oth*s Nati- 
ns _ 
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ons. For what Chriſt did foretel; 
concerning the Tewes is to de ap- 
propriated to all others of vyhat 
Country or Nation ſoever they 
be, Fur Chrilt did nor ſay that 
only the Teyves thould go in that 
narrovy path vyhich leads to hap- 
pineſſe, bur he pronounced | put-fſx 
ting no diff-rence betvycen any] 
That few there be who find it, To 
confirme this truth, almoſt all the 
Prophets and their jyynt accl- 
mations ; Ifainh ſaies , Helly:,, 
hath inlarged ir ſelfe, and hath of, 
pened bis mouth withou' meaſure, 
and their glory and their muylli- th 
tute and their pompe , and bil. 
that rejojceth among them ſhall. 
deſcead into it , for wickedneſt, 

buraeth likea fire , it devoureth ry 
the Briars and the Thara?s , and 
vvill kindle in the thick places of uy 
the Forrelt, and they thall mounf, * 
up like the lifring up of ſmoak,far 
Briars and Thornes ſhall cove 

the vvhole exrth. And vyhereIÞ"* 
pray you , do not the Briars0f a 
Luxuric grovv up even into 
\W ood$a 
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Wood? Where do not the thornes 
of worldly carcs , and of 


anxious thoughts for moncy 
YI not for heaven ) ſpread them= 
XY {clyes & increaſe ? Truly the land 
x Yi; infe&ted by its Inhabitar:ts, be- 
P-F cauſe they have rranſprelled my 
Lawes, perverted my Ordinances . 
] I and broken my Cy erlalting Cove - 
nant. For they all lorh to their If <6 
owne way, every oue for bis ad- : 
vantage, Hierewmie with no leſs 
__- complaint bewailcs 

is ſmall number of good men, 
where he ſayes 3 1#n to and fro b / 
the ſtreets of Ternſalem , and rr ter, 
bold ow, and know, zud mqui 
Wn the open places thereef” if 1 
Y tan ſind a man,or if there be any 

tbat executeth 1 adgement and 
Fee/eth the truth,and 1 will (pare 
Wt. They are all rebellious Tray= 6, 
* ows , walking craftily : they are 
raſſe and Iron , they are all dc- 
"l Irozers, Not only the rich men, 
= what is to be admired, even 
the poor men have learnedro be 
7,00444nten and proud, and cycn pe- 
verty 
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verty which uſed to be the Miftris 
of Sabricty,is now familiarly con- 
verſant with fin and iniquity, 
They are afl corrupted , the 
Brafle and the Iron, the Silver and 
the Tin, all are tainted, full of 
drofle and Corruption. I heark- 
ed and dfpliiten, but none ſpake 
a right(how :ruly may this be [aid 
Of our age.) no man repented hin 
of his wickedneſſe, ſaying , what 
beve I done , every one turacd tg 
their Race , as the horſe rujheth 
Fnto the battle. 
Wo unto the ſand , wo unto the 
men of it, for the Land is full of 
Adulterics,&c,the Prophet Micha 
in like manner lamentst he ſcar- 
City of the Righteous, 70e 25 Me 


there is no godly man left] the 
good man is periſhed out of the 
carth,and there is none upright a- 
mong men. When David confi- 
dered this, his eyes ran down with 
teares, God looked downe from 
Heayen (ſayes he) upon the Chil- 
dren of mento {ce it rhexe were 

any 
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any that did underſtand and ſeek 
afrer God. But they were all 
one out of the way , they are al- 
lygether become unprofitaviethere 
:5 none that aoth good, wo not 
o7e, Now leta man attcntively 
conlider the lamentable Rate and 
condition of the times wherein we 
ive, and the aivers corruptions of 
mens manners , and he will cer- 
tainly conclude with himſcife thar 
the dayes of Noah arc wheel 'd 2- 
bout and come agat ne, 

For 4s in the dayes before the 

Flood , they did{eat and drink, 
Marr ie , and give in marri2: ge nmn= 
to the day thar Noah cntred into 
the Arke, and knew no:hing will 
the Flood came and took them 41] 


away. Even ſo now vertue is Ct- . 


ther baniſhed from - all quartcrs 
and places of the Earth, or where 
thee is admitred, ſhe ſojourncs no! 
a2$ an Inhabirant or Inmate , bur 
3s a gueſt, and is entertained 1s 2 
ranger not to reſt long in a 
place, But vice has gotten x large 
g2minion;it rules and raigncs 4n 
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all the Kingdomes of the World, 
Anjuſtice palliared or cloth d with 
the Robe of Iultiee , ſharp-ligh- 
red Envy,which is Eaglc-zyc1 in 
the diſcovery of others vices, theſe 
play their parts every where with 
great boldneſs, and Luxurie a fn 
odious to God, and diſtaſtefull to 
all honeſt mea, which uſed herc- 
tofore to ſeek Corners and darke 
places to aR irs uncleanneſs, now 
diſplaies ir (elfe inthe veric face 
af the Sun, 

Thus the number of honeſt 
men is much abated and [eflencd :; 
it is nothing it compared with the 
number of wicked ones which is 
infinite, This is coatirmed by 
that ſaying of Byas, Good men 
are rare, but many are the ungodly 
theſe excell the» other in number. 
Saint Ambroſe in a-- manner 
{ peakes the ſame words, In compa- 
"iſon ({ayes he ) of the reprobate 
imall or /:#tle is the number of 
the ElcR, for we may See every 
wheres and at all tlmes a multi- 
wmde of Sinners, there is every 

ES _— 
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wherea great ſort of men rhat run 
to Hell from happineſs 3 Truly 
the ways o/ Sion do moutne , but 
the paths that lead te Babzloy do 
laugh and fing : indeed ifa man 
calt his eyes upon the way which 
icads with a downfall and deſcent 
t© Hell: he ſhall find thar it is ſo 
tuft d and crammed with Tra- 
Vailers that one crowds and preites 
another. Thus moit men haiten 
to the flames of Hell as it were to 
a banquer, or marriage , Corrup= 
ting each other by the vitious EX 
amples of their lives , The vyay 
to Vice is not only plaine and ca» 
fie , but alſo a dovvnfall vvith a 
Vait precipiccz But the vyay that 
leads ro vertue is hard and unealie, 
and thoſe that vvalk in it are fevy, 
and thoſe rangers not acquain= 
ted yvith the World, and it's yaine 
delights. 
The Prophet T/aiah preſaging 
of this, utters theſe mournfull 
vords, Szrely thirs-ſhall irbe in 
the midit of the earth among the 
people as the ſhaking of an 0;ve 
Q3 tree 
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tree , and as the Grapes when tbe 
Fintage is endrad, By this Pro- 
phecy the rarity of good Chriſti 
ans is intimated to us , they be- 


ing compared unto a few little 
boughs and Olive branches which 
are left for the nſe of the poor 
when the Vintage is ended 3 bur 
the great plenty of the ungod:y 
who are S:/47s” inſtruments to a 
plentifuli increaſe of Grapes and 
Olives. There is #s trath ( laycs 
the prophet #oſeab)nor Merc) Or 
knowledge of God in the Land: 
But ſwearing and lying, and aui- 
ther, zad [teal'ng and aauliertes 
do aburnd, fo that bluod toucherh 
blood. By this and the former lim 
Rances we may perceive thac the 
paucity or {mall 1wymnber of good 
anen was cver gdeplored by the 
Prophets. 

ihe Apoſtles tearcs for this 
69 iningle with the Prophets , for 
thcy tov bewaile the ſcarcity of 
tac godly, St. Job athirmcs, That 
be whele world lies in WICK EG 
wiſe, Ang St, Peter Gemands. 
-J. 
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Tf the godly ſhall ſcarcely be yg, 
ſaven,whcre ſhall the ungodly and 

Sinner appeare? Paul complarnes. 

That all men [cel their owne, and BR 

20. the things that be Chrifts. Phil.2, 
Chritt himſelfe aid , The King HY-IT> 
down i Hexuen alters violence, 

aol \e violent rke 3t by force, 
N..tnctcdia he forveare to threa- 


vnto you rich men, for 
yv-, have your Confoulation 5 Luk.6, 
4 K 6 
e '9 you that be fult Lak. $. 
Lictule ye thall hunger, 13972 wato 
{ « that laugh now,becaule ye ſhall 
mourns and weep. Againe we 
f1.d ir xecorded in St. Lybe, 


That part of the good ſced fe.] Luck. 7. 
among ſtones, this was dried up 
and parched;part of it was ſowen 
among thornes and Briars , this 


us | was ſuffocated and Choaked: and 
or Þ pai? fell by the way ſide , which 
of | was trodden under foot:how lirtle 


2 part and portion cf it was ſow- 
ed in good ground, whereby it was 
preſcryed ? So of the ten Lepers 
Q 4 that 
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that were cured , only one retur- 
ned with thanks in his mourh, 

Thoſe that wer? invited to a 
great Supper began all to excuſe 
th:mſclves for not accepting of 
the invitation, 

When the Pool of- Betheſda 
was itirred by an Angell , but onr 
of many impotent aifcaled men, 
were healed : Arnong,s the Te wifh 
SCNAtOrs , On ly Nicodemus Was 
betd to beg the Body of Cariſt, 
And out of n any rich miſcrs that 
lived ia Icricv9, out of ſo many 
Camells laden with heavy bur- 
thens, only Zachers laying down 
his bunch 44 B exa ſpeaks ) he ca- 
ting offth: burthen of his riches, 
and having cntred in at the Rrak 
gee made reſtitution of all that 
he had gotten by extortion, 

Only Mathew cut of the re- 


: ccipt of Cuſtome,and Mary Mag, 


dalen out of a Stews ate reported 
to 346 bin tranſ{lared from the 
ſtare ot Sin 20 a better life of in- 
nocency and holineſs. St, Pal 
VCD 38 PICACES, ag Philippie 2 

City 
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City of Macedonia, had many 
hearers but found no docrs , that 
did follow his inſtrution : On- 
ly Lydias heart was opened , and 
the obeyed his precepts. 

The lame Pay! bcing at Athens 
diſputed of Chrilt in the Syya- 
gogue, and found many Auditers 
there,and thoſc learned ones , bur 
with all many ſcofters , but there 
wcre none but Dyoniftzs and Da- 
zaris that belecyed his layizgs. 
In the famous Councell of the 
leventy two High Prictts and El- 
acrs.there vvas tcarce one vvaich 
did nor thirit aftcr Chriſts blood 
and ſeek his raine 3 So our Savi-- 
our vvhien he yvas- cruciked had 
many Spectators, but fevy lovers 
of his Croſs, and imitatours cf kis 
luffcringsz So ac this day Sermons 
do abound amcngt us , but vye 
ſce little amendment cr Change 
ot manners. Ihe flame of mens 
yices is on]y ronched not extingui- 
ſhed, they ſcarce endure to be 
pointed at, much leſs to be gxtiv= 
#ared, All this proves that cf our 
| SAT Lone 
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wavcring , and cannot abide to 
faſten upon the {crious cogitation 
of our farure good, they wander 
where they plcaſe, .and roave up 
and dowiic ; aad hence it is that 
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Saviour to be true, Many ate cal- 
led , but few are choſen ; many 
(ayes St, Gregorze ) came to the 
Faith, but few are brought ro the 
Kingdome of Heaven. Indeed 
there is in the floore of the Church 
more Chaft: then Wheat , more 
leaves th2n fruit, many twigs in the 
Vine, but few Grapes 3 many 
'Thoraes , bur few Roſes 121 our 
Gardens; many flints,but a few 
Tewel!s : fo the number cf thoſe 
whom the divine providence will 
advance to happineſs is ſmall, if 
compared with that infinite mult'- 
tude of the wicked which ſhail be 
doomed to cternall paines, Hierc- 
mas Propheiic is truc and fit to 
our purpole, The whole Land 


Lyeth waſt becauſe no man ſeticth 


bis mind upon it {or thinketh on it 


with his hcarty) By this is implied 


that, our thoughts are flirting , and 


there 
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there is fo little feare of Hell a- 
mong{t us,our delire of Heaven is 
cold and not laſting, TI hat ofthe 
Plalmiſt may be titly applyed to 
CHRISTIANS, They thought 
meanly of that pleaſant Land; So pf, ,g-. 
do theſe ſlight and contemne * | 
Heaven , then which nothing is 
more defireable; but becauſe our 
?houghts ſeldome or never mount 
up thither , and we diſdaine this 
blefled Kingdome as a thing un- 
known , and Coldly do we do 
hrezt, as if it were a thing not 
worthy our citimation: hence it is 
that the Devill , that Tartarean 
Gyant or Behemoth , takes cou- 
rage and gets {trenzth againit us : 
He truSi2th that he can draw up 
Lordan into bis mouth , ana he is Job. 49% 
confident whilft we neglce& Hea- 
yen ,that he ſhall ſwallow us up to 
our everlaſting perdition, 

The holy maa Job, he was of 
2norther temper then ſuch Chriſti- 
ans are, Heaven and the day of 
Iudgement were ever in his 
thovghts , and rherefore ſaid to 
DE Hae. (39d, 
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God, I feared all my workes, 
knowing thai thou do'(t not ſp are 
fexner 1,58 if he ſhould lay , I ful 
pet a al) my words and deeds , yea 
avd my vey thonghts, I fer 2 
watch beforc all theſe whil'i 1 
remember daily Gods. meme- 
rable Ivitice, Ihe contideration 
and thought of which made that 
good old man Hilarivz to tremble 
vacn he was. eying and going to 
avpeare befare Gods Tribunal 
Lhere was a little heat left wkich 
armed his body , neither was 
there any th ing [ft ofa living 
man but only ſence and fecling, 
aud yer hc. {pate che arfully to his 
fainring ſoule, Get thee ont my 
ſoiile,ge: the out , doeit thou now 
fears , doe!t thou now gonbt.? 


'Fhow haſt ſerved Chriit theſe 


feycnt y ycares,and docit thou now 


feare TO dic and approach 70 his 


preſence ? This good mans Soule 


did not fcare to die or be ſcperat ed 


from the body , but was afraid 


when it thougtit of G ods ſevere 


1udgemeont before which K Was 


oo 
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toſtand and be cxamined: conſi- 
der.this, O ye Chriſtians who 
lead ſinfull and wanton lives, If 
this: Religious man did tremble 
for fearc of failing of his Salvat:- 
on, do ye delight yaur ſclves in 
the vanitics of this world,going on 
ſecurely in your bas, and heaping 
up Gold and Silyer ? Go to now, 
teare and conſume cne another 
with the tooth of. envy -and ma=- 
licez hunt afrer, Honours and let 
preferment and glory be the only 
ayme of. your endeavours , pleaſe 
your genins and flatter your iclves 
1a pleaſures z ſay-( as ſome-world= 
tings have done ) Lhe earth hath 
he given tothe Children of men , 
and we will.inhabit it ;tet others if 
they pleaſe labour to be Cirizens 
of Heaven, Go feed your cyes 
with pleaſing objeas, give your 
thoughts the Raincs, and deny no- 
thing to your raging and luſt fall 
afte&ions , let them excurr and 
faſten where they pleaſe , It them 
have what they defire; imagine 
thaj to.be lawfail, which ye like , 
ES and. 
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and deny your body no pleaſure 
that it wants and cravcs, Take 
care only that you may live here 
voluptuoully without any paine or 
griete, aud walk in the ſight of 
Jour eyes andin the wayes of yout 
beart; But know that for al. 
thiſe things God will bring you t, 
Judgemeut. Andthough a m 
live many years , and rejoyce i 
them all, yet ſhall he remember the 
dayes of darkneſs, becaule they ar: 
many; all that commeth is yanity 
Thercfore labour by your Fait 
and good workes, to make you 
calling and Election ſure, 

Ye have heard what be th 
ſignes of Predeſtination, Fir! 
not to love our friends only , bu 
alſo our Enemics, 

F 2ly. To relieve the poor not or, 
ly by our bounty bur alſo with a 
affetion of commilſeration &pi 

3ly. Toſuffer all adverſity p: 
tiently, relying upon Gods pre 
vidence,and ſubmitting our ſely: 
to his will inall our cxtremiti 

4ly.We myſt preferr the rich! 
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of Heaven before the goods of this 
world. 

5ly. and 6ly, We muſt not only 
attend to the outward admoniti- 
ons of men, but alſo the interior 
or inward inſtruftions of God, 
and yeeld obedicnce to borh. 


7ly. The fins and offences of 


our life paſt arc ſo to be deplored 
and bewailed that ever after we for 
ſake them for the rifle to come , 
and never commit the ſame a- 
Laine. 

8Iy. Let no man think that he 
plcaſcth God unleffe he be. dit- 
picahing to himſelfe, 

gly. And let no man perſwade 
himſelfe that he loves Chriſt ſo 
long as he loves not his myRteri- 
ous preſence in the Sacrament. 

xoly. We mult reſiſt our vitt- 
ous afeRions in their farkt begin- 
nings,not ſuffering them to grow 
into a feirce unrulineſs.. He that 
doth this is an Emperour , having 
the command over himſelfe which 
is the beſt, and greateſt conquelt, 

I x]y, Our wills mult be ſer up- 
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en goodneſſe, otherwiſe, they will 
waver and totter in the uncertain 
and giddie moticns of our delires, 

12, And laſtly we muit evc: 
meditate on our laſt cnd,for death 
when it is oft thought upon Is leſs 
hurtfull, and leaſt fearcd, T hat 
man will not dic unwillingly, who 
ſeriouſly thinks cf dying daily, 
And this is the way to attaine to 
that life wfpich is immortail and 
$a!never be cloſed up with death. 
Now let evcry man pur qucktion 
to his cwne conſcience , Ict him 
{arch by a itrift cxaminatien and 
Inquiry whithcr he hath tound in 
him{cif2 theſe ſigncs cf.Predeltt- 
nation , whercby he may beleive 
that he is in the way , wherein the 


godly walke to Heaven. 

The way of Sinners is plaind 
and ſmocth , but the end therco 
is Hell and darknefle , notwitl: 
ſtanding this, ſo many and (o 
ay a company run to their dc 
{truction in this plaine and plex 
ſazt way,that they make good by 
their praQite the laying of Chriſt, 


wide 
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wide is the Gate and broad is the 
way that leads to perdition , and 
many thete be that entcr in at 
that, and walk in this ;,certainly 
they are many , we fce that they 
are many, It is delivered in the 
writings of many learned Authors 
that a certaine Anchorct being 
once in an. Extalic did fce the 
ſoules of men glide and drop into 
Hell like xo Snow and Raine, So 
that che dainncd Spirits may nos 
unfitly demand ( as one affirmes 
they did ) - hethcr the world did 
perleyece and continue i: that 
ftate in which it was ? for indeed 
ſo many ſoules go to that place of 
Torment that a man would fcarce 
beleive rhcre could be fo many 
men living on the carth, 
Vincet'tus Ferarins a Dom» 
nican Preacher diſcourſing out of 
the Pulpit concerning the ſmall 
number of the predeitinate con. 
firmed all that he ſaid-by a rc- 
markable paſſage, his words were 
theſe or to this effect ? 
Before Chrifis comming intothe 
| world 
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worid in onr fleſh there bad paſ: 


which 11me the whol wo) ld berny 
given tomuch wicheaneſ\ per. = el 
2n their ſins,exc ping a few 1]; 
elites that were (aved, by the C6 
venant of fatth which God mad 
with Abraham e to #35 ſeed. So 
now likewiſe in the time of the 
Goſpel und « Chrift , how m3; 
men & woraen die &; are dar: 
for want«f Faith? Aiſo 0's 1127 
Jewes, Tuixes,b-r FAY Liga. 
and Tati. is h £ Vaal 
te knew:edo- «£5 Chiitt? Gi 
the(: , hoy. any ©: 4/t:- 
there yvh + ye periake 
tifmc . and pave 
ſhew of 2udiinefs,yt nu tg 5 
power of 'i Th thor Ity 5, ein 
proud and coveron: and iuxu toug< 
wanton livers? Hovy many | 10D? 
ſay} be there of theſe that never 
pertake of H cavens joyes ? Faith 
and Baptiſme joyned with a good 
Hife will bring a man to ſalvation 
the way that Teadeth into it, And 
to hope to be ſaved vvithour theſe 
goIng 
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paſFroing in this way is high preſump= 
"50th tion, Theſe things being fo,I will 
erngfconciude this point with that ex- 
{/ effſhortation of our Saviour , ftrivg 
«$0 enter in at the ftrait gate, 
C4 1 he Rrait gate of Paradice is the 
ade Will of God, we mutt ſqueeſe and 
 $gcontra& our lelves by repentance 
'theſand humility, wholly denying our 
2jcvcs and doing Gods will, if wc 
- ave a purpole to Center into Para- 
2;46dice. Ihe wide gate is our owne 
a. \Vill, which we muſt renounce b 
Ma cheercfull and conſtant fubm& 
Jon to God, and obedicnce to his 
JCommaondemients, The broad 
way that leads to Hell 1s a worldly 
onverſation,to live in ſu:feriag & 
d:unkenacls,to ſpend our dayes in 
nofLuxary and wantonnels,to be re= 
wſſ<n;ctuil aud uever to forget or 
- Tor give injucics , &c,- i his 15 the 
common prattiie of the world ; 
herefore Few there are t/12t {h=1] 
\dÞc ſaved We find a ftory amonythe 
nIPopih Legends of which we may 
{make ſome uſe ; It is of Bertolaus 
> $4 Franci/c2n, an Eloguent = 4- 
cher 
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cher-in Germany : This man di 
claiming in a Sermon with ſtronfhg 
inveCives -againſt a ccrtaine linfl{ 
there was a Woman then praſci 
ſent who heard this fin ripp'd uf, 
and the fovInels of it Iaid openfÞi 
and Conſcious to her (cif of be 
ing guilty of the lame, was itoken 
with ſo great iorrow and per,icx I 
ty in-her Loulc lar ſhe preſently im 
the midſt of the peop!e feli intoÞu; 
Swoon, but afrcrwards comminghd 
to her (cife againe , and Randingfr « 
wp with horreur in her countgby 
nance,and paluufic in her check b 
fhe related wiat thee had ſeen ff 
don at the Iribuuzll of God;buſtn 
among, other thitys the affirmeq{#h 
this :. Fhatſhee {aw brought beÞy 
fore it {11xty thouſand ſculcs of diſt 
verſe Nations, Chriſtians ann 
Barbarians who kad died ſeveralhy! 
deaths, and of all theſe but onlylus 
three were ſaved, the xcſt. werdh 
throvun doyyn. to Hell to bir 
fox ever tormented, 
— *Thetruth of this ſtory vve will t 
not. now dilcuile, but ler us all 
blieve 
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1 dfficive this to be moſt true, That 
ronfkny enter in at the broad gate, 
: 1nd many walk in the wide and 
Prfficious way thar leads to perditi= 
d uh, Therefore vt. —_— ſaid 
peEil to this purpoſe, gloffing upon 
tb 7 rom a : Thers be 
"ny more that enter in at 
l!s Gate , but yet the King- 
e of Heaven is greater , al- 
duzh the Inhabitants be fewer 3 
Wd how many think you are in 
& City that ſhall be ſaved? TI 
tow (ſaid he)that what I Gay will 
<6 be pleaſing to you 3 yer L will 
cen forbcare to ſpeak it ; Amongit 
3bunany thouſands, there are ſcarce 
meE hundred that ſhall be ſaved ; 
| beſky I doubt of that too. : For 
t diſt malice may we find in 
Inz men ?. what Idleneſs and 
inels in the auntient, &c, 
us Chriſoſtom a moſt wiſe and 
FJ man, a great Door of the 
rch, and he ſpake this of Az- 
b a molt populous City,and at 
vil time when the fervency of 
ſpirit and heat of Zeale , 
[which 
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[which warmed the hearts of 
Primitive Chriſtians} was not ye 
extinguiſhed and decayed : wh 
then can wonder novy that Sain 
Paul ſhould ſo ſolicicouſly exhs 
and admoniſh us ; To work oy 
our ſalvation with feare an 
trembling ? ſceing that Chriſt to 
has ſo cleerly adviſed us, T 
ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait gated! 
Strive [ayes he ] who is truthi 
ſelfe ; Strive,i.e, labour, endex 
vour with all your ſtrength an 
poyver to enter'in at the ſtr; 
gate, by bringing forth fruit wor 
thy of Repentance, We muſt ng” 
look to enter in with faint ani 
cool defares, but vve mult uſe th 
utmoſt of our belt and moſt yi 
aut endeavours , ſuch as vvi 
Grnck through all difficul 
tics , and vvade through th 
deepeſt vvaters of trouble and af 
fictions. For unſefle vve be car 
ried onvvard to Heaven vvith 
feryent intention of mind and (pi 
rit,and unleſs a man force hinf 
ielte togo forvyard , he vyill-e 

ji 


vel Sipnes of Predeffination. 


»f of fily ſtart backward as not able ta 
paſs through the ſtraires of that 
J narrow gate,being combred with a 
2in$192d of worldly cares, and peſtred 
h of With the burthen of his unſatiate 
og jults : In our trait paſſage too we 
an{ are like to meet with many Ter- 
E to) #4trons and perſecutions which 
_ Tythe World and the Devill raiſe a- 
ateÞ gain!t thoſe that labour to enter 
th Jin at that gate which leads to hap- 
deaf pineſs. And as Watermen that 
anf] Row againſt the Wind and Tide, 
ra buckle themſelves to their Oares 
vor VIth all force and might: So thoſe 
ne en (who in their '% pak paſ- 
anſage to Heaven , ſhall meet with 
thi many aſſaults from their violenr 
vigand malitious enemies)mult Rand 
viſfaſt to their faith, never relinquiſh 
uJthat , whoſe power is ſack that na 
bIitrengrh of their enemies ſhall be 
Jable ro maſter it. If they let go 
aFthis hold, give up this faith , thetr 
1 4>oules like unto a Boat driven 
with the Tide,will be hurried into 
nJ* Gulf from which they ſhal never 


Jt Ve 


afÞe recovered, Awake therefore to x Cor, 101 


ve 


t Cor.15, 


Gal.6 
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live righteouſly and ſis not, "That 
man truly awakes and watches 
who docs alwayes , and in all pla- 
ces ſo order his life and Actions 
that he accomprs cvery day to be 
his laſt day,and inallhis rhoughts , 
words,and Workes, has ſuch a care 
notto violate his Conſcience as it 
he were to die each day. And in- 
deed thus ſhould we do : And let 
us all do that whil'it we may,and 
have time to do ir , i. e, repent 
which thoſe that arc in Hell would 
faine do,but cannot, 

Whatſoever a man ſows that 


ſhall be reap, And he that ſawes 


tothe fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap 
Corruption, but be that ſowes 
to the ſpirit ſhall of the Spirit 
reap life Everlafiing 
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POSISCRIPT 
To all tender-hcarted 


Chriſtian-, who are weake 
in Fait» and dehire to 


get aſſurance of their Intc- 
retin CHrnisr7T. 


_— 


Lo a 


ANY are the titles which 
Get in his Holy Word faſt- 
neth to his Ele& ones , for whom 
2 Kingdome is provided :- ſome 1.70.15."4 
cf them are plaine and politive,as « Io Ly | 
where he calls them his 1. friends, , aq, 4 
and 2. Servants ; Others more 3 
abſtruſe and fignrarive,as when hz , pr g. + 
itiles them his 3. ſecret ones, his, DC » | 
4. poculiar Treaſure ,and |::5 5. EO 
Jewells,&c. Which arte; appel- "Mal - 
lation is Aualogicall , built upon * © © 37 
P this 


| Gag 


AP ſtſcripe. 
this ground or reaſon ; for that ag 
Jewell, are rare and p ectons, ha- 
ving in them 2 {u{tre, a 'gbt {ome 
brightzeſs , which is not to be 
found in ordinary ftones, ſo Gods 
Saints in Compariſon of World- 
lings(that have noright to Chriſt, 
nor his promiſcsY'o they are as the 
Iſraclites were coche huge hoſt of 
the Sy71axs;they in compariſon 0 
theſe are asa 4::le flockof ſheep 
and Gods Children if compared 
with the Syriazs of this Work 
are a ſmall number , as hath bee 
demonſtrated in the former Tre; 
tile, 

Againe they are precious ant 
deare in the Eſteem of God 
whoſe Image they beare ia thei 
Soules his Image of Holineſs 
and Rtghteou/ne/s , containin 
conformity of their wills and 23; 
ons to God's: and Likeneſs being 
the Mother of love, they mu 
needs be deare to their heaven| 
Fathcr, whoſe mercy and Iuftict 
they repreſent and ſer forth in rhei 
ee ; 
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A of[cript.' 
Tn thelait place they are his Jew- 
el/s b<caulc of that light and luſtre 
which 1s in their ſoules, For when 
Chritt viats a ſoule in mcrcy, and 
unires nimſclfe unto it by his (pt- 
ric (winch is the firlt union be- 
tween God aud us)then that ble(- 
ſed ſpirir comes into the ſoule with 
diſcoverics z i: reveals unto it «it's 
maine fins ,the danger, and filthi- 
neſs of them ; Ir revealcs likewiſe 
this truth,that without Ch: iſt chere 
1s #0 {alvatiog : This diſcovery 
moves the (oule to griefe and ſor- 
row for it's 11ns, it forceth tcares 
from the eycs ; and then che ſpirit Gen, x, 2. 
of God moveth upon the ſace of 
tbeſe waters ; In this flood of 
reares the ſoule(as I may fo ſpeak) 
failes ro Chiiſt 3 and when it ap- 
prchends it ſelte by reaſon of it's 
Corruption,to be in the ſuburbes 
or Iawes of Hell, it tiics with the 
Dove to the A+ , to the ſaving 
promiſes of the Goſpel! { which 
are the Anchor and ftaie of our 
ſoules ] it takes hold on Chriſt, 
and applics to it flfe for pardon 


of 


The firſt 
union be= 
tweene 
Chriſt and 
a Soule, 


Gen. $. * 


The ſe- 
cond V n= 
on be- 
eween 
Chri't & 
tne ſoule. 


. ff PoTſcrip?. 

of i:'s ſins, the merits of his pM- 
fon,ReſurreQion and Aſcention:; 
The Application of which merits 
to our {oules and Conſciences, is 
the (econd union which is between 
vs and Chriſt,the Vnion of Faith, 
And now having a tat of the 

oodneſs of God in the peace of 
Conſcience, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt ; a ſoule thus united ro 
Chrilit, is ready to cry out with 
that dying Martyr 3 None bat 
Chift, None bat Gbrifi; and with 
Saint Paul , it counts all things 
but loſs and droſs in compariſon 
of this great and incomparable 


purchaſe, This change in a ſoule 
thus trampling upon the World 
with ſcorn and _— ,andþ;. 


prizing Chriſt above all earthly 
ric1es proceeds from 'that inward 
illumincion of Gods Spttix.{pro- 
per ,nly tothe Ele ] convincing © 
the ſoul of it's ſinful) wretchednefs, 
and diſcovering Gads Mercy, rea» 
chcd out vato us in Chriſt; who 
in his 5:1t approaches and acceſſes 
to an Ele ſoule to be ſanRiked, F 

breaksf 


A Poſs{cript 
breakes into it's dark roomes im- 
mittendo Spirituale tumen , by 
ſetting up as it wer? a Candle in 
it, by clarifying it with ſpirituall 
* light, and ravift.ing it with joy 
and Hcavcnly delight. 

For when Cxrilt is naited to a 
Soule by his ſpirit, 2nd that ſoule 
to Cluiſt by a jultifying Faith , 
which js ever attended with the 
band of * Love; by yertue cf 
this ſpirituail Vanion,it being joy= 
ucd to God inan holy Con.cau- 
nion , ia a Communicn cf his 
races , in a participation cf his 
picty and Goodneſs, in a Com- 
nunication of his ſtrength and 
omfort to ſuſtaine it in all affli- 
tions , I fay , 'by vertue of that 

nion,and this blled Commu- 
ion,a Soule rejoycerh in God a- 
ove all things with a * joy u- 
peakable aud glorious : a joy 
hat can triurnph and glory in the 

rols; refoycing in tribulations. 
uch a joy filled the breft and 
armed the ſpirits of the Prophes 
david, as appeares by that patſog= 
P 3 of 
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Note a- 
ainſt the 
Ilumina- 

tors to 

the time 

that this 

light ne= 
verdicates 
any thing 
repugnant 
to the 

Word. 

*; Tim.t, 

14, 6.11: 


* ; Pet. I; 


©>- 


as be we 
El + F - r , 


Toh. 2. 9. 
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cf his P/ai.94. 19, Is the multio 
tade of the Sorrowes which 1 bad 
in m\ D1ra"tith) crwſals bavwere- 
frifhie ms [ule 

Thus when Chriſt is in the 
hers, &weadded ty it by Faith and 
loyz,tic turnes Water into Wine, 
as he did a: che marr:age of Cana, 
for when there are ncthing 
but diſceracorts and teirors withe 
out.t"en Clit chearcs rhe heart 
withinz y.aca there is nothing left 
bur tie water of aftliction , th.n 
Chriſt turacs that water into in- 
ward Conſolation. Iz i be #477 - 
tude of the ſorrowes.,&c. 

This was Dvds caſe , 21d 
this is the happy condition of 
Chriſts ſervames. They receive 


'Thel, 1:6, {be word in much af fiit:on with 


Jo) in the Holy Gboſt.They greatly 
rejoyce though they be in beavi= 


» Pet.x, 6, 7s. And as this joy is Divine 


{cd Spirit, fo it is allo celeſtial 


and heavenly ; quoad origin: min 
regard of the principal! Author of 
ir, flowing from a divinerand hea- 
venly fountaiac,thatis Gods bleſ- 


and 


A Poff( ripr. 
and divine urad ebjr um , be» 
cavie it foſtcneth un divine 2nd 
Ceiclt: ail cbjcFts. A ſoulc rhus 
[Ic with joy. rejcyccth 1n nos 
t-40:4 n:cre cheu Gods favour and 
is Tae Shazttcs Cf bis gractuus coume 
ccnance, anc! greev'» fr nuthing 
{> then the jols oi woiuly gauds 
ſo long as it cujoyes God recone 
ciledroitin Chriſt, iy long as it 
hads LAcrum in C+48/Gicm @ , it 
cores not for damni min co nunc 
x4: A (crnfified bel:cving Chri- 
fiian Nights all Iufics whiilt he 
bath God in his Conſcience, and 
6 aſin-<d of this, that hc is Chr: ft's 
md Ciriſt is Hts, 

Now becauſe that Joy ( as the 
Schooles deterrs ine)a:1(eth from 
the ConjunRicn er fruition of 
the thing or perſon we love, it will 
follow that, when this Joy [ which 
I have proved to be divine 7 is ſct= 
kd in us, it is accompanied with 
a perſwaſion[on which it is buil- 
ded ] that God 2s our God in 
Corrft Jeſus, by an eternall Ele 
Qionz for we cannet , neither do 
P 4 we 


4ngu fil 


nas. 


1 Cor, Jo 
23, 


Aquin, 23 
Q.28 


1. Artic: 


the Law for us,we Pp} to our 
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we uſually rejoyce in things thar 
eithcr are not known , vor are un- 
certaine , being built upon conje- 
Rures ,- which are ever attended 
with doubtfull feares. When our 
Saviour in his inftruions to the 
ſeaventy diſciples , willed them to 
rejwyce becauſe their names were 
written i2 heaven ;, He intima-» 
tcd thereby that a man may at» 
taine to a certaine knowledge of 
bis E:cRioa , which our Divine 
call a ccrcainry cf Faith [in oppo» tc 
fition to the Papiſts aflurance by 
Hope, ] or a ſpecial} certainty :Þ p: 
when by Faith reſting on the me f » 
rits of Chriſt as having Gti>licd Þ pt 
his F-chers Tuſtice , and fullflled | B 


ſelves the promiſe of Salvation, || 7 
becauſe we hind in our ſclves byafſ 4 
refiexive knowledge , the perfor-fſ P 
mance of th2 condition annexed t 
to the promiſe , and accordingly] 2 
beucive withour doubt, or waves || 11 
rinz chat remiſſion of ſinnes and, || 1 
redemprien from Hcll , * pur- t! 
chaicd by Chrifts death or his P 
paſhiveſ 


A Poffſcrept. 
affive obedience, and life ever. 
biting obtained by his Active» 
delong unto us. 

This particular faith is a Jewell 
of grezt worth , for God and 
Chriſt , Hcaven and happincſlc 


depend upon it ; and as it relates *** 


torhe promiſes held forth inthe 
Goſpell unto us, it is made up or 
compounded of theſe three In- 
predients. Fz/ft,a confident per- 
Iwaſon that if I be not wanting 
to my ſelfe, not ncy1Htull of the 
meanes, and ſo faile nct on my 
part , Chriſt will not faile in his. 
vcondty , a forceing cf all the 
powers and faculties of Soule and 
Body to pcrforme the condition 
on which the promiſe is made, 
Thirdly, an Applying the con 
ditionall promiſe by way cf com- 
pariſon and feclf-cxamination 
to my particular preſent Eſtate 
and condition , and thence draws 
ing this ſweet Infer:ncc upon 
Gol of the condition in my 1:;fe, 


| w] i , 
that I am ſuch a one to whom the 


4 


promiſe þclongah, and tþall have 


» It 


Pa vi-ular 
Faith and 


$ proper. 
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a part init if I perſeycre in well- 
doing,and doe in the profcſſion of 
godlineſs, as the K7ze did which 
carricd the Ark to Berbſh meſh , 
who took the ſtrait way, and xc 
2'Sam_ 6. ver ſtopped nor ftaicd, net turned 


afrae to the right haxd or 1g the 
left. 

Now for the comfort of tcnder 
Chriſtians, who find in their lives 
many turnings and ' windings, 
many lips & tailings, ſins of na» 
turall infirmitie , ot ſ1ddain ſur- 
reption, and daily incurſion, as 
luſtfail motiens , diſtruſtfill 
thouzhts,a diſorder in the Paſ- 
fions or the like, againſt which 
they itrive, and bend the force 
of their bcit endeavours to ſub- 
due them, but cannct, by meanes 
Rom, 6.6, cf that Body of ſia , that lump of 

fleſh, that principle of weakneſs , 
which they cary about them; for 
the comforc of ſuch , I muſt add 
this by way of -a Corolarie or ap» 
pendix to the former Treariſe , 
(which pointeth ar a -ColſeQtive. 
perfcRion ſcarce to be found in a 
Ciriſtian) 


IS; 
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Chriſtian,) Ir is this , That ſnch | 
frailties m2, Infirmitics if they he P _— 4 
bewailed daily in an hutnble con- 79 wore 
fclicn to Chrilt , if they be ftro- ual on 4 
yen againſt , and by a conſtant 3% pace 
uſe ot the meanes { as prayer and Auguſt. 
faſting]be in part maſtred,though 
a compleat conqueſt over them be 
not atchieyed, they ſhall not [epe- 
rate us from the love of Ged 
which is in Ch1if1 Ie us 0u7 Lord, Rom.b.39 
Who [as St. Paul intimates Rem. 

5.6.51 nug/ 20 wy Km bes We 
were weak atraſor ys, 

The, Holy Ghcſt hercby aflu- 
ring all ſuch weak ones , that ſuch 
fans as theſe,to which their weak= 
neſs betraics them, ſal not damne 
them, ſo long as they be refiſted 
with a ſtri& and conſtant oppolſt- 
tion , with all the vigour and aQti- 
vity of their ſoules :, ſo that they 
be neither allowed cf ; nor conti- 
nued in by a daily pratiſe, 

Ir remaines 1n the laſt pace , 
that I compleat'what I in a man= 
ner promiſed in my preface that is 
for the bcttex eſtabliſhing -che 

/ , keaits 


4. . 


Two wayes 
to attaine 
20 the 

kno wledge 
- of our E- 
| JcQion. 
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hearts of good Chriſtians, todif- 
cover more pzrticularly then hath 
been done before, tbe inward 
tokens and outward fruits of 
ſa:Cification ,whereby they may 
Attaine toan ailred knowledge cf 
their El:&Gion, And then for 3 
Concluſion ſubjoyne ſome quali- 
fications which may {[ by Gods 
helpe]ſuitaine the Crooping Spi- 
rits cf thoſe feeble Chriſtians 
who either find nct in them(clves 
all the Signes that have been fer 
downe in the preceding Erea- 
tiſe, or are burthened with rhe 


troubles of an unqui-t conſcience, 


which is incident to the belt and 
dearcit of © ods Saints, 

The C/xifts preſcribe unto vs 
2, waycs whereby we may come 
to the knowledge of our ElcCion, 


That our names are written in. 


the Book of the living, The Fir ft 
is by taking flight from Earth,& 
by aſcending as ut were iuts Hea= 
ven,there to prie into Gods Ca- 
diner , to pecp into his Cloſet,and 
to *caquire into the deep and = 

ca 


ADofſcrimn, © 227 Op 
en Counſell of God; this way is ? 


dangerous and not to be atremp= 

ed, it being | belides the difhculty Deut, 29. 
and danger of it}forbidden by the #9» 
Word. ; 

The Second, Is by deſcending T his Poli- 
into Our ſclves in a privy ſearch of 71292 Was 
our owne hearts, and ſo to climb 66g 
up as.it were by degrees and ſteps Py - 

1 Gods endl. Counſel! op Dottors 


cerning the welfare of our Soules, 32 99 

This oy way alone 1s to be Vniveruty 

rraftiſcd , and it teacherh us. by ®** dearh 

certaine ſ1gnes and infallible teſti= of that Fa- 

menyes in our ſees to colle& or MM and 

gather what is God's-cternall pur= earned 

= concerning our Perſons, our 3? Dr. 
oules and B _ Thoſe teſti= #Þ4Y- 

monies which we call for their 

infallibility Teuite,s arc of to 

ſorts, Tbe fiſt is, The TcRt'= 

mony_of Gods Spirit 3 The Se- 

cond, The Teſtimony cf our ſpi- 

rits,cf both-which we read at once 

Kom. 8 15. The ſame {pirit bea= 

reth witneſs with our ſpirits that 

we are the Sons 6/ Gad. 

The Teftimony of the ſpirit is 

eff: ed 


x 
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effecd in us by an application of 
the promiſes of tht Goſpell,in the ſt, 
forme of a practicall Sylilogilme 


! 
1 thus 3 whoſoever beleeverh in If > 
Ioh.6. 47. Chriſt ſhall be ſaved: Now 


—_— 
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when the Spirit ſhall[as J may ſo E 
ſpeakJbreak into the dark roomes JF, 
of the ſoule with light and diſcc- I. 
yecies,opening the cye of a mans I, 


| underſtanding, ſo as to perceive , 
"N and know that there is no other } > 
way to Hcaven but by Chriſt, and 
by irring up the will and affeRi- i 
ons ſo,as ro make in aflumption 
with freedome of Spirit , without J,, 
heſitation or doubting,and to ſay, 
I beleeve,1 renounce my ſelfe, all b 
my delight and comfort, my joy 
and confidence is in Chriſt , my F 
ſtay and truſt is in hisall-fufficient i | 
merits , from hence will reſult a I 
bleficd Concluſion ; Fhercfoxe we 
ſhall be ſaved, and, I am the wy 
Child of God. To ſay thus is the |” 
Teſtimony of the Spirit, per mo« 
dum cauſalitatis by way of cau- 
fality, to uſe the Scholemens | 
phraſe , becauſe it. proceeds. no 
| * from. 
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from fleſh and blood , from the 
Henlt-ygh our owne Will, but 
from the operation of the” Holy 
Ghoſt , ſtirring us up to belfeve, 
to embrace the promiſes , and to 
cry, Abba Facher, as St, Paul 
there ſpeakes. St. Be-n47d hath an 
excellent pallige to this purpoſe , 


God returxes love to him againe? 
which is not done but by the ſpirit 
of God, revealing by Faith unts 


that concernes future ſalvation, 
which Revelation is nothing eſe 
bu! the inſxſim of /pirituall 

ace,&c. He meanes the Grace 
of Faith (as he expreſſed himſelfe 
before ) which is underſtood by 


that mark in the forehead of tbe 
byndred ſorty and ſoure thou/and 
which ſtood with the Lamb in 
Mount Sion, Rev. 14. 1. and it 
is the only or chicfe marke of E- 
leRtion. And as I take it , Chriſt 
is therefore (aid in one fence to 
be the ſaithſull witneſs, Rev. 

becz 


nan the eternall purpoſe of God 


329 
Mat. 16, 


7, 


waich runs thus in Engluh. #ho Rom,8,rs 
is juft but be that pang loved of Bern, Ep: : 


107, 


-— Rovy.1:5. 
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becauſe by his ſpirit he ſirres us 
up to beleeve, which is accom=- 
panied with that inwara experi- 
mentall Joy and inexpreſſible 
Peace of Conſcience, by the which 
he in a manner witnefles to ( that 
is aflures)our ſoules , that we are 
his, and {hall infa'libly one day 
(if we perſevere in the Faith) 
partake of his happincſle. 

The Second Teſtimony of 
our Elcition is the Teſtimony 
of our Spirit, of the heart and 
Conſcience purified. and ſanRi- 
fied in the blood of Chriſt : And 
it leads us to an aflurance of 
Gods eternall love, and to a cer- 
tainty of eur ſalvation two wayes; 
(as we are taught by Malti:rs 
in theſe great Mylteries. ) 

Firft, By inward tokens in it 
ſelfe which are ſo many earncits 
of the ſpirit o! Chtilt : 

Secondly, By outward fruits 
which break forth in our lives and 
Actions. 

The former are ſpeciall Gra- 
ces of God in the. Spirit or ſoule 


of 


if 


w_, —, x 


A Poſtſcript. 


of man, whercby he may be afſy- 
red of his Adoprion , that he is 
God's Son. Llheſe tokens are 
of two ſorts; The one reipetting 
our fins, The o:her Gods mercy 
in Cori who ts the propettation 
for our fins. The {irit are inre- 
, Paſt. 
Preſent & 
To come, 
The figne or inward token 
which reſp<Qs ſ1ns palt 7s Godly 
ſorrow , which $i, P#/ fully de- 
ſcribes, 2 Cs:;, 7. 10. Iris the 
mother, grace of many heavenly 
graces, and it ſprings not from 
the Apprechenfion of Gods 
3 | wrath, but of his love and good» 
s | neſs. It is that whereby a man 
prieves for fin as fin, for that 
thereby his 


ſpeR of our finnes 


S {| ded and dilpicaſed, Vpon which 
diſpleaſure foilowes the loſs of 
S | his Grace and favour, which we 
d | feel and find in the deſertion of 
our ſad ſoules , when they are 2 
- | frighted wikh the vgly fight and 
© | horrour of our fins. The Hol 
f | Ghots 


1 Joh. 2.3; 


3.markes 


f EicQi» 


on in rc 


gard of fin 


Godly 
ſort OW» 


_ God is offen= * 


2." The 
combate 
Þbetwean 


the flcſh 
2nd the 


Spirit, 


A Peſt (cy ipte 


Ghoſt that ws may not be de- 
c eived in judging the Truth of 
this godly (ſorrow , hath fer Guwn 
in the forcnamed Chaprer ſcaven 
fruits thereof or markes whereby 
i may be di{covercd, 
Amenadam: nt of our lives is the 
Sum of all thoſe particulars which 
are fo many degrees and ci &s 
of rruc Repentance. It is a ſure 
mark that will nevcr failc for 
ſorrow for fin may faile ; and ha- 
ared of in may faile and deceive 


us, but Amendment never tailes;. 
be thar amendeth is cnly the true 


Convert; Secoxdly , That token 
which is in regard of fins preſcnt, 
is tbar Combac between the ficſh 
ard the ſpirit', Gel. 5. 17. and 
proper ro theſe who are regenee- 
rate, who are- partly fleſh and 
partly Spirir.. 

It is a fighting and Rtriving of 
the VnderRanuing, Will, and 
AﬀeQtions with themſclves , 
rhercby ſofar foith as they are 
renewed , they carry the man ane. 
way,and as they zemaine .in part 
corrupt 


pw @a hy s 


_—_— mm ww > a# 


——Y» 


F | PD, Re ” 414, 


orragt they Hurric Him flat cen 


333 


r. I), yet Commen'y Grace Jie Go St 
26+ 


6 Wc taking huid Un t, ls 
beet puils lin backwa diand b: ca” 
-u mn holy efciution, 
hcewcs it il in G uly 2Ctivns 
and tor te m+- {t part 2.tterh 
he Maſt:ric over i rtull P1 OV Cee 
cations. Ut tis T.ioper was 
Ft. A *© 4 [47 AC who i113 ONE of his 


1534 


Sermons de Ti wpere confelles. 


thus of himſclfe to the glory of. 
Gods powerfull grace 3 Carne 
[cru 0 legs peccats dann COngu- 
pjcim, ſed mente Scruio legs 
Dez: aum non confentiam, I. &- 
with my fleſh , I ſerve the Law 
of fin whilft I covet and luſt, but 
with my ſpirit I ſerye the Law of 


God whilſt I do not conſent. 


reſpeRs fin that is in futuricion 
or to come,which lics hid or ra- 
ked up in the Embers of our cor- 
rupt natures is a care to prevent 
it That this is a marke of Gods 
Childrea,appcares by that teſti 

mony of : » Fobn in his firſk 
Epiſtle 


Serm, 45, 


- 


in Rom,7., 


Thirdly , The token which , Care tg 
prevent ſin: 


i Ep.5:18: 


'þ 
S. 


2dly. 


334 
1 Ep,5.18 Epiſtle; Ht that is begotten 0 


A Poſtſeripr, 


God keepith h\mſelſe , and that 


wicked ene tourheth bim not, 


This care of keeping our ſelves 


from the contagion of fin ,ſhewes I 


It ſelfe not only in ordering the 
outward aCtions of rhe body ac- 
cording to the rule of Gods will 
and Commandements , but even 
alſo in regvlating the Very 
thoughts of the heart,ſo as a tigh- 
zeous man is afraid to think that 
which the wicked is not aſhamed 
to At And this watchfullneſs 
Over onr thonghrs 2 ſo as they be 
chaſt and pure, is an infallible 
note of the ſincerity of our hearts, 
The tokens which concern 
Gods mercy in Chritt are ſpeci- 

ally two. 
he firſt is when a man feeles 


"The bGrſt himfclfe diſftrefſed and loaded 
token that with the burthen of his fins, or 


* Concernes when he apprehends the heavie 
; Gods 


diſpleaſure of Ged in his Con» 


mercy in ſcience for them , then farther 


Chritt, 


to feel how he ſtands in need of 


I Luk 4 23 Chriſt[our heavenly* PRs 
7 anc 


—_—  , ww Yo ww, © as 6s 


A Poſt/cript, 
md withall heartily to delire, yea 
to hunger and thirſt after recon- 
liarion with God in ChriR(and 
that above all chings in the world 
that can be wiſhed or defired) this 
s an infallible ſigne that God 


hath choſex that foule owt of the Lohr 5. 


world , and to all ſuch Chriſt 19- 
kath made moſt {ſweet and con 
forrable promiſes Fohn 7. 38, 

Rev 231.6, John 4. 14. 


The Second mark which con- The 2&, 


cernes Gods mercy ia Chrilt is a 
wonderfull and {trange afte&ion 
[if we reſpe&the intenliveneſs 
of it]wrought in the heart by the 
Spirit of God , whereby a man 
doth fo eitcem and value, and ſer 
ſo high a price upon Chriſt and 
his righteouſneſs , that he ac- 


counts the moſt precious things Phil. 3. $, 


that are,to be as Duxg in compe- 
riſoz of it. So that he would not 
loſe thoſe ſweet contents , and 
nriſhing comforts which he er 
joyes in his Soul and Conſcience 
upon the fruition of Chriſt , he 
would not part with theſe,nn> = 

or 


Rev, 1.8, fo. . The contideration of this 


A Poſtſerir, 


For a moment, to gaine as mu 
Gold as wouid lic in the Va 
Concave berween Hcaven and 
Earth, Indeed there is no com 
pariſon between a finite and 1 
j nfaite good, between that whic 
is fading, and that which is ever 
laſting. . 


Ch: ft ir an everlaſting poſſe 


kindled :hat holy flame in thi 
breit of Saint Paal, of which w 
read Phil. 3. 8. whereby he { 
Chr:ſt uponthe highctt throne i 
his aff:Rivns , and trampled i 
ſcorn up»n all worldly Commc 
d:ties; The loſs of which did nc 
moe him fo long as he enjoye: 
Chriſt and the riches of-his grac 
and goodneſs 

And thoſe good Soules whe 
arc {o aff:&ed to Chriſt,and va 
lue all werldly goods at no mor 
thea their owne price,they bein 
nothing elſe but ſo many emp 
Vanities if compared with fi 
ture hapineſs, ſuch men ever hai 
in them a love and, longia g dey , 
ps 22 Iu 
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WcEfre to the coming of Chriſt , ,.,, . 

"Y[ whether ir be >. death or to = q _ 
Judgement] and that to this end _ 1 _— 
OMythat their joy may be perfeed by a wa c 
2 ay, Full participation of bliſs and Mng—ty 4 
nYlowhip with him , in whom G: i =” 
'C:Ftheir Soul delights, And ſuch 5 

men when they lic upon their "- 
ſe Death-beds , retaining the com- wort 
my forrable memery of a well a&ed ki _ 

Uy life;behould death withouc dread, ——_ 
WY and the-Grave without feare,and 
ef embrace both as neceflaric 
© IF guides to endle(s glory. 
If” Thus much of te Inward 
"cy Sigzes of our EleRion or Adop- 

"Y tion by Chriſt, ] paſs now to 

JJ the Outward token , after whoſe 

AY diſcovery(and that with brevity) 

I ſhall wind up all with certaine 

Corellaries or Qual-Fcarions of 

the former DoRrine for the cſta- 

bliſhment and comfort of tender 

J Conſcicences,g 

T The 0#:ward Token of our 

] EleRion is New obedience , an New obe 

holy frame of the Soul, and fuch dience, 

- | 3 remper- of Spirit: whereby a 

m3n 


*he truth 


AP of{crip f, 


man in conſideration of Gods 
eat love unto him in making 


338 


im a reaſonable Creature , a 


Chriſtian, and providing Chrilt 
and Heaven for him, endeavours 
to ſhew his thankfulluefs by c- 
beying God's Commangements, 
and making theſe the Rule of his 
life and ARions. Hereby we 

5 Lol-L f. keow that we areiun Him | i. & 

EleRcd by God in Chriit];/ we 
keep his Commandements. This 
Obedience muſt have have the{ 
qualifications to attend ic,other- 
wiſe it may be ſuſp:Red as un- 
ſound and imperfedt. 

How our Fir , It muſt not be perfor- 
Obedience cd with limitations and reſtri- 
Rey" we ions to {ome few of God; 
qualified, Commandements , bur unto 

them all without Excep.ion. 

Herod heard Job# Baptift Wil- 
lingly , and did many things 
oladly , yet rejeRted and made 


* Thou light of the * ſeventh Comman- 


. ſhalt not qement , May. 6. 20; many ſuchſ 


committ xroyods arc there amongſt us. 
Adultery. But they muſt know that o« 
ba 


-BE 


A Poſtſcripr; 
badge or mark of ſound obedi- 
ence is it's Ynive-(ality, ir ſtret= 
ches it ſelfe to all Gods Com- 
mandements,P/.1 19.v.6, 'Then 
ſhall I not be aſhamed whez 1 
have reſpeft unto all ;by Com- 
wandements. As he that amends 
repents, and” he that obeys be- 
leeves; (o he that ſaith he belceves 
or gives aſſent to the Infallible 
truch of God's word,yet being be- 
witched with any ſinful Cuſtome, 
enticed by any Commodity, ar 
hailed by any pleaſure,gives him 
ſelfe ſcope and liberty co live in 
the breach of any one of Gods 
Commandements, be ir ſecr2t or 
open, as conſtant negle& of the 
duties of Religion in private,uſu- 


of all ſwearing or Lying, ſecret 


thoughts aad praiſes of Vn- 


_| cleaneſs , untatiable defices of 


earthly greatneſs and abundance, 
nnjuit increaſe of Riches by bi- 


_| ting Vſucy,Bribery , or other (e- 


| cret indiret curſes; A man thar 
allowes himſelfe in the(s or the 
like praciſcs contrary to Gods - 

Q will 


Ja.2.10, 


A Poſtſcript. 
will revealed ia his ſacred: word, 
tz heart he is an Inftdelt, though 
m name be be a Chriſtian, He 


hath an evill heart full of unbe- 


liefe(as the Apoſtle ſpeaks Heb. 
3.12 = having ni 5 Cer 
taine Truths not prejudicialFts 
it ſelfe, upon vaine and worldly 
conſiderations, and to which ir 
may aſſent without croſſing it's 
deſires and purpoſes , int others 
ſlips the Collar,and departs from 


the wing God by a refuſall ts. 


yeeld Obedience to the Truth of 
that Command which ſhall any 
way oppoſchis carnall afeRion, 
That of Saint James mult be hel@ 


by us for a maxime moſt true in 


the Schole of Divinity. Y' hos | 
foever ſhall keep the whole Law, ' 


and yet faileth in one poiiet is 
guilty of all. For he that acknow- 


edges not God's foveraignty te / 
; mAmMande- 


be the fame in 


Co 
ment g but breakes one willfully 


and cuſtomarily,keeps none at 
for Conſcience ſake out of an 


humble xcknonteoeerient S 


APoſtſcript. 
Gods ſupreame Authority : And 
if eccalion or an opportunity 
Uſhould invite him to fin, he wodld 
be as rendy to tranfgreſs in the ' 
reſt as in any one. 


cerner of the Spirit , judges him 
according to the diſpoſition of his 
heart 3 at whoſe doore fin lyes 
within, lurking , and. readie if a 
{trong temptation ſhould knock,, 
to break forth inte open aR. To 
conclude this fr ft qualification of 
our new Obcdience, I fay , with 
a reverend and lexrned Divine; 
Obedience, to many Commande- 
ments 7s indeed before God wo 
gObedrence but 2 flat ſin if o ma 
wittingly and willingly carry a 
purpoſe within io break axy du- 
ty of the Law, Agpine » He that 
{:epenrs of one {in heartily ant 
ſeriouſly, doth truly repent of all: 
LAnd he that Iives but' in one 
known fin without repentance, 
repents.of none ind-ed , although 
he pretends never ſo muck refur- 
mation of life. 


Qz Sceandly 


SITES FELEX S.., Poor 22m 


Wherefore God, who iis a di/- Heb.4-1 2. 


Cation, 
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2 Qualifi- muſt be Yniverſall in regard of 


A Poſtſcript. 


Secondly, As this Obedience Þ 


the G5jeft which is the whole law I 
of God, ſoalſoir muſt be in re- 


gard of 192. Ir muſt reach and Þ® 


extend it (elfe t9 the whole caurſe 


of 2a man's life after hz has made Þ*; 


his peace with God ,and waſhed 
his ſoule in the laver of Repen- 
tance. Nox confideratar in Chyi- 
ſtiaes principium ſed finis;Saigs | 
an ancient Father. God reſpe&s 


- not ſo muck the beginning as the | 


end in Ch riſtians, Many tor want F 
of conſtancy and perſeverance are F 
now in Hef who made a faire F 
ſhew in the world , and began ta, 
ſet footing in the race of] Piery. F" 
Such as the courſe of a man's life 
is, [ach is the mn. Oar failings [| 
in this or that partiTular do not 
prejudice our eſtate before God, 
if fo be we renew our Repentance 
daily, and make not a trade of 
ſia, It is not our falling into fig 
but our lying in it will damue vs, 
There be thoſe now in Heayes 
that have beene greater oy 

«a | 


A Poftſcriyt, 
ben ſome of thoſe that are in 
ell; The reaſon or ground of 
his diftrence is only Repentancc, 
caven is no place for unrepen- 
ant finners. No wuncleane thing 
wall exter there. VVitbout aro 
Doggy, OC, Rev.tl.27.32.15, 
Thirdly, It is required in new 
Obe dienice that it be alſo Þnt- 
ome , that it procced from the 
hole man 3 which is David's 
93 His Holocauſt .mentic- 
ped in that pxnitentiall Pſalme. 


purnt-Offering we then offer up 
into God, when cv ery faculty of 
je Soule, and every 'member of 
he body are contributaries to fer 
forth His praiſc, and advance hs 
plo ry. When our underſtandings 
are ſeaſoned with kigh rhonghts 
of God, when we exalt him in 
eur apprehenlions to the higheſt 
degree of Majeſty, and, deba(ing 
our ſelves (with that good Parrt- 


A our wills to God's will by an 
tymble 


BOW ANY Maes GO NAanagnnaAnny 1 fu 


Pf, 51.49 © 
nd this Holocauſt or whole [7 


ake) ro the loweſt that may be, Gen,i8, 
even to Puft and Aﬀhes , we fub- *7+ 


Gen.39.9, 


| Taffer whatſoever in his holy wi 


4 Poſtſerip* 
kumble refignation of our ſelye 
to his divine pleaſure, and in 
chearfull readineſs either td do c 


dome ke ſhall think fit for us 
When our affeRions are chief 
ſet upon God, when we only fear; 
his diſpleaſure (as a goed Child i 
afraid of diſpleaſing his Father 
and tremble at the very though; 
of fin whereby we may loſe his 
Gvour 3 when upon this ground 
we are no leſs afraid. of un then of 
Hell,and had rather be punithe 
there without fin , then fin here 
without puniſhment , and wit 
chaſt Foſepb Rick rather at the (u 
then at rhe P_—_ , ( whichiz 
ever {ins attendant) as thoſe whe 
if-thcr2 were no H-[l would ſhwr 
the offence, whereby the ſmiles 0 

a loving God might be turned\in« 
to the V—_ of an angry Lord; 
In a word when we love God a» 
bove all things and for the love off 
him can ſuffer the lofle of all 
things here below in hope of en- 
joying him-one day above where 
there. 


zi ew alc cw bo oa a i o& 6 TR 


AP-fiſeripr. 
there arc pleaſurs for evermore: 
And when we love whatſoever 
God loveth z when his love is 
made the rule of ours , ſo that 
we can love the pooreſt Saint 
on earth above the richeſt Di- 
ves, When we behold God's I- 
mage Ramped upon that pooxe 
Lezarssthe Image ct his Holi- 
neſs,an inclination to all good 
and a freedome from all wicked- 
neſs, If our ſoules be thus tem- 
pered , if the facultics be ſo well 
cuned,then are they a facrificeac- 
ceptable to God. And when ail 
the members of our Bodyes are 
attemperd to our ſoules,ſo as each 
and cvery one of them ſerves God 
in that way and in a full diſcharge 
of that work and duty for which 
it was made and created, 

When all the powers of our 
Scules and al the parts of our þc- 
dics ſhall thus comply in a reye- 


rent devoticn, fo as when we are 


to a in the ſacred affaires of 
God,to offer or preſent our ſelves 
in auy of his immediaze ſervices, 


() 4 23S 


This is 
that rea- 
ſonable 


ſervice 


comment 


de dby St. 


Paul, 


Rom.12.i Nj 


$p32100 

, 
xprbueroy 
bs yeu call 
>- <& Yo 
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as hearing of the word , publike 
er privat Prayer, and recciving of 


the Holy Euchariſt , when our | 


whole body ſhall ſtrive ( as we «ce 
bound in Conſcience) to teſtifie 
the inward Venerarien of the 
Soule , by a bare head, bended 
knees, lifred up eyes and hands, 
-with a cherefull and vecall found 
&t Gods praiſes with our tongues, 
-when the whele man ſhall thus 
ferve God as it ſeemes St, Bafol 
did, of whom my Author records 
thus muck , that he was like a * 


. well * ſtrung and tuned Inftir- 


ment plaid on by Gods holy ſpi- 
rit , which did eyer ſound and et 
forth the Glory of God, It we be 
thus Vniformely in tune , fo that 
there is no jairing berwctn the 
parts of our bodies and the facul- 
ties cf our Soulcsz 1hcn our Q- 
bedience is entire and ſound, 
which is more acceptable to God 
then whoie burnt ſacrifices 3 and 
this Okedience with the fircna- 
med Siznes is 2n undeniable and 
ſure marke thar we are adopted to 
bc God's cs, 


A Foftſcripe, 
Ifany deſire further reſolution 
in this point , deſiring to get al 


{urance that he is cietted ro: life; 


jet kim peruſe with attentioa'atld 
a fixed Mcuditation Chriſt our 
Saviours Sermoa in the Mount , 
Mat.s The 15, #(. and the x. 
Ep. of vt. Fobn (which are parccils 
of Scripture dictated by th: Houly 
Ghoſt to the Pen-men ot God for 
this purpoſe ) and if he findsin 
himſelfe thoſe Graces and Ver- 
tuzs commended in them to our 
practiſe, he ſhal! not doubt of 
thatfurure blefledneſs which our 
Saviour promiſed in that Sermon 
tohis Diſciples, 

Now to auncx ſome Corclla- 
eries by way of caution to all cen= 
dr Conſcienccs which may tart 
x the former poſitions and be 
ſomewhat troubled; when. they 
ind. not in” themſelves. ugon 
ſcarch and enquiry,all the fcre. 
named fignes, 

Firſt,let ſuch poore ſoules know 
thar firc is fixes if ir hath hear, 
though it want. flame, Therefore 


Q.5 i£ 


1.Ccrola , 


ric, 


34$ . APfſcript: 
if.a man finds in himſeife one 0 

more of the forenamed rok 
and not all the rcit, he muſt no 
ſet ablack marke upon himſclfe, 
ner conclude that he is rejeted 0 
God ; for thcre is an infancic 
and Childhood in Grace as wellf 
as in Nature: and he that in his} « 
fir{t conyerſion .þath.one Graceſ © 
traly wrought in his heart dy thef * 
Holy Ghoſt , may conclude that | © 
he is partaker of the Spirit of God 1! 
P 
5 


thongh'in alcfler meaſure and de» 

Rom 8, o. BE of ſanctitication,and baving 
m.% 9+ the ſpirit of Chriſt, he may with f' 
fafety inferr:ont of the word that 

he belongs 10 Chriſt, and. fo inf 1 

the number of thoſe that ſhall be | ©« 

iaved. 

2 Coro, For in the ſecond place we fu 
muſt know and belceve thar the || V: 

firſt. materiall beginaings of the J1© 
converſion of a ſinner,or rhe {ma--j 37 

left meafnres of renewing Crace f| 

have the promiſes of this and the for 

life to eome annexed unto them, [av 

By beginnings I underſtand all the 
tholc'immard motions and Incli--IChr 

I 


= 
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nations of Gods Spirit that fol- | 
low after the work of the Law up- 
cn tee Conſcience, and ſpring 
17 in the heart upon the medita-- | 
tion of thoſe ſweet invitations to 43 
repentance, and of. the promſes 
to receive. pardon for the mcrits i 4 
of Chriſt, ail which are revealed 
and exhibired in the Goſpel un- 
to us, That ſuch inward moti- 
ons of running to Chritt , and. 
ſhunuing all things that may diſ- 
pleaſe him, that theſe ſeeds of re- 
gencration inticle men to allthe. 
-h 4 Promiſes of this life and of that 
which is to follow, it they reſt not 
in t:cſe ſmall beginnings,bur la- 
be | bour to increaſe them:this is con- 
firmed by many Texts of: Scrips 
we | ture and expreiles of our Saviour. 
he | Vid. Mat.r7.20. Eſ.42, 3. Mar. 
be [10-2 1;8ſay.12.34.Mat.5 5, f1.7: 
+1 37-Kev.2.6.Pſro17.Pſ.145.19, 
ic | Inthe Third placeI mnit add > Coor: 
he {for the comfort -of all thoſe who © . 

m, ave that Ciorie mSop with 

all The Canaanitith. "Woman ( as 

= enylifeaktenc6 upon Qen') 


Wa 


- 


. A Þ ftſeript 
who have an earneſt defire-to 
plaſe God in all holy datics and 
fery ices, and. expreſs that dclir 
by the heat of. their endeavour to 
Obey his holy will and Comman 
demcnts,yet faile through weak 
n<{s.in.many particulars, and fall 
ſometimes into. ſome ſcandalous 
fins, fuck men mult not for this! 
admit of any deſperate thoughts 
te doub: cftheir (alvatien, but try 
and examine rhemſelves by thele 
two Kules- the only itay and ſuc- 
cour of a poore weak finner; 
_ Firft, Levin examine him- 
felfe wherher-he feels and. finds in 
his ſoule a difliking, ct. his {tas as 
fins, as. they are repugnant to 
Gods will: revealed in his Word, 
Secondly, whether he finds ig 
himſfelfe a defire of reconciliation 
with God his. heavenly. Father, 
whoſe love and favoar he prizes 
above all.worldly riches 3I1f he de- 
' fire robe reconciled. to this end 
and purpcſe,thart after. reconcilia- 
tion. God.may-be glorified by his 
Yonyerhonand if, this defire be 
| | ſeconded. 


ff Poft{cript, 


fecondedand backd by an indu-- 


' ſtrions uſe of all thoſe meancs 


which God hath apointed for our 
progreſs and increaſe in Grace , 
T hat man- need not doubt,ifhe 
prot in that Godly courſe , 


ut that God will make good un- 
ro him- all his ſaving promites ,. 


which he: hath made unto us in 
his ſon Chrift Teſus. Let ſuchan 


humble finner look inte that of 


Mala: 3,t7, where it is. written, 
Thar God will ſpare them that 
feare him as a Father ſpares bis 
Ebild,who accepts the thing done 
as well done if the Child (hew his 
good will to pleaſe his Father, & 
do what he can: And thus God 
41 mercy,who admitteth the will 
for the deed; acceprs the endeavors 
of the- whole man to obey for per- 
feft obegience ir ſelfe: 
La#ly in the fourtty place if 


there be any [as without -doubr, 


and to my knowledge rhere be 
mauy ]who are like the Prophers 
fonohing flax and braifed Reed, 
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A weak 
faith, aſa- 
Ving 


up in the Embers , being {mothe- 


red with doubtings , which ariſe 
frem their imbred corruption: , 


like alſotoa bruiſed Reed being 
fecble and weak, and fo find nor 


in themſelves that tcſtimonyof 


the ſpirit, that Krong perſwation 
that their figsare pardones,1 (hall 
for their comfort add this Coro- 
larie, and ſo conclude ; That'a 
weake faith whereby a man is per- 
ſwaded that his fins are pardc- 


faith, rable,and ſeriouſly defires in his 


heart to obtaine the pardon of 
them, bur as yet cannot ſay that 
without doubt they are pardoned, 
ſach a faith may. as truly appre- 
bezd Gods mercifull promiſes 
forthe pardon of ins, as a ſtrong 
faith,though not /o firmely with 
that ſoundneſs of Application. 
Even as a; man that hath a palke 
hand can ftretch it out as well to 
receive gift ofa King, as he thas. 
is more ſound, ' though not with 
that. firmneſs. and Readineſs in 
xerention, 1lartuck awek faick: 
ig: 


we wrapped up in flax, or raked 
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AP-Bſeript. 
gu0 ad ſubfantian, if we'veſpett 
the very Eflence. or being »of it is 
a true (aving faith may de proved 
by theſe three undeniable reaſons. 

Firf, The pr_—_ of ſalvation 
or life everlatting is made to the 
defire of. reconciliation , a defire 
that is got faintbut conflant and 
Serious, proceeding” allo froman 
heart:that is* touched with ſhame 


and ſorrow for it's fin, This. 


hath been proved already in the 
firſt Corollarie out of. many 
Texts in Scripture, as Pf, 10,17. 
Secondty., The hungring and 
ing defire after 'Grace is a 
fanRinedafieftion,and when one 
afeRion is ſanRikicdall in ſome 
ree or meaſure are ſanQified, 
and when all-are ſanQikfied ,:the 
whole man ts {an&ified,and/he 
that is fanGified is Juftified , and 
he that is juſtified if he perſeveres 
inthe performance of all haly du- 
ties,ſthall be faved; 
Thirdly , God who more re-- 
{petteth the Truth and fincerity. 


our flhhenghrfoonghns 
Pere 40N 


A Poſtſeript. 


perfection of ir,accepts the will w 
repent and belceve,tor the deed, 
as hath been already illuſtrated 
out of chat noted, place, 2 Cor.8, 
$2. Thercfore, this debre of rc- 
conciliation which is an Ingredi- 
ent of a weak 'faith, and no fice- 
ting motion of the-heartybut prc- 
:cecding froma bruiſed fpirit,cver 
bringing reformation with it,ſuck 
a delire is true faith indeed in 
Gods acceptation, and rhis touch 
only of the Hemmme of Chrilt's 
Garment will ferch as much ver- 
rue from him to cure our bloody 
Iflues. , as if. we embraced him in 
-our Armes with thoſe good =_ 

| - Faſepb and Simeon, or could fa 
Mat: 37s go Chriſtian Chant 
Ho 8 St. Paul { who out of a firng 
Luke 220+ © did ourbrave Death and 
Hel1]L am perſwaded , &c. Rom. 

8 V.ull. 
To conclude all, Let me exhor: 
] every once who with the. Spouſe in 
Cant, 8. the Canciates beholds his belo- 
Y ; ved Lraping wvonthe Mountains 
and chipping agen the ls, 
"V DONE WIUGE 
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A PoRſcrip?. 
which apprthends him a farr off at 
a greater diſtance by reaſon of the 
weak-lightednels of his trembling 
Faith; Ler ſuch a one ſaffer tbe 
word of exbortation, Let him la- 
bovr for a cloſer and neerer com- 
munien with Chriſt ; never re- 
ſting til] he bcholds Him with * 
the Rouſe there landing behind 
the wall. To this endand pur- 
pofe, he muſt often mecrt Him in 
the Miniſtry of the word,and the 
Adminiſtration of-the Sacrament 
of his bodic and blood: A Sa- 
frament, whoſe neglet ( Iam 
perfwaded ) is the Gaufe of the 
great want of Faith and Charity 
amongſt many in thcſe dates, who 
are in name but not indeed and 
Truth Chriſtians. 

A good Chriſtian is of a fruit- 
full (preading, and growing con- 
dition: He is ever clunbing upen 
the degrees and ſteps of Grace, 
never ref{ing till he atiaines to 
that perk. &.on in the knowledge 
cf Chit ri]l he can ſay with love 
aud Chercfullnets; My beloved 
Ig 


355. 


V, 9: 


Rs 
kd l 
"a pl 


q yh 
5 » 
p of. 
« 


356 A Poftſeripte 
Cant.z.16 $5Witt axd I am bis. Blefled is 
| the man that hath atraindto this 

aflurance; yea bleſſed is the mas. 
that bath the Lord for bis God ; 
who is a God not only of the 
Mountaines but alſo of the Fs 


[# 

A man that is ſimk low ina 
humble eonceit of his unwortki 
neſs,and findeth a weakneſs in his 
faith by reaſon either of a want c 
knowledge in the MyReries © 
ſalvation, or by xcafon of thi 
Temper of his body,a melanche 
ly adneſs. darkning his though 
and Rifiing kis ſpirits , all ns. 
encreaſe feares and multip| 
doubtin pers , ſuch ad 
jeQted ſoule winged with Rrong 
defies of getting that affurance o 
Gods love and fayour, which j 
in wel-grown Chriſtians , nec 
got doubt but that God in mer 
and tenderneſs of affteicn loo 
pon this /moaking flax as if i 
were a flame, and will in his goo 
time either blow up that {park,e 
creaſe that faith , and bring it 

k LEED perfe( 


oo 4 Poftſernt, OO 97A 3 
perfeRion,to a Jo) is belteving , q, m. x4 


or clſe perfeR it in Heaven with 12 $ 
that beatificalt Fifjom , whenhe ©" 

ſhall ſce God face to face inhis 

Czlcftiall Palacez. which fight is 

the eflentiall happinefle of Gods 

Saints, "To this happinefſc God 

of his infinire mercy bring Vs , 

for the merits of his beloved Sen 

Chritt Jcſas, 


AMY; 


Iaitinm boxe vite,cui vitaetiam 
eteyna debetur,retta fides efl; Ef 


autem des eredere quod nondum 
vides, cujt3 fidei merces tft vi- 
ſ dere quod credis. 
Auruflinys de Verb, 
Apoſt. Ser. a7» 
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